Burra Parent Council

Minutes of Meeting of Burra Parent Council held at Hamnavoe Primary School on Tuesday 6 May 2025 at 7pm.

Present:		Jennifer Nicolson (Chairperson)
Denise Duncan (Vice-Chairperson)
Joanna Goodier (Parent)
Ellyn Hutchiesion (Parent)
Amy Williamson (Parent)
			
In Attendance:	Suzanne Inkster (Clerk) 		
Helen Robertson (Head Teacher)



Notice of Meeting

Jennifer welcomed everyone to the meeting.


Apologies

Apologies were received from Chris Goodier. 


Approve Minutes

Minutes of meeting held on 4th February 2025 were approved by Jennifer, seconded by Helen. 


May Coffee Morning 

The coffee morning fundraiser will take place on Saturday 24th May from 10.30am – 12.15pm. The fundraiser will cover the cost of class trips planned this term.  Anything extra raised will go towards purchasing new reading books.  

There was a lack of helpers last year so a letter will go out this week with details of all help needed. 
 
· Suzanne will produce an advertising poster and put on the Burra Community Facebook page.
· Parent Council and any volunteers will set up on Friday 23rd at 3pm.
· Cups, saucers and trays brought over from hall
· Tea/coffee/milk/paper plates – Jennifer 
· Parent Council meet at 10am on Saturday 24th May to set up kitchen.
· Primary 1-5 families to provide homebakes
· Primary 6-7 families to provide sandwiches
· Kitchen will be covered by parents (each class will do 30 mins of kitchen cover)
· Denise to speak with Canteen staff about using the dishwasher.

Activites 
· Helen will buy the tombola for £270 from Amazon rather than bring in Tombola items ourselves.
· Caroline has acquired the Monkey for ‘Guess the Name’
· Amy will message Tescos for free gifts for the lucky dip.
· ‘Beach Toys’ sale items will be bought from Amazon by Helen
· Bairns will run tables and games
· Staff will do book stall, bric-a-brac and jam jars
· Letter will ask for donations of filled jars, raffle prizes, fillings for jars, books and bric-a-brac
  

Team Improvement Visit

The school is to have a local authority led mini inspection on Monday 20th May.  The focus will be on Quality Indicator 1.2 ‘Leadership of Learning’ and will look at children leading learning. Local Authority staff will observe all teachers and meet with bairns and have discussions with them.  They are not asking for parents to come forward for discussion this time.  Helen noted that it has been 15 years since Hamnavoe primary received an inspection.  


School Trips

There have been enquiries about having south school trips.  These have been done in the past. Helen informed us that trips south are not possible as there is no capacity with staff.  It is planned that P7 will have an extra trip as part of their transition.


Staffing

Staffing numbers for next school session will be confirmed mid-May.  Our current pupil role would suggest this will be 3 teachers, however we may get a probationer teacher which would keep numbers at 4. 


School Improvement Plan

The focus on improving writing has had great success.  There is improvement in attainment and staff feel the targeted approach is working.  The focus on improving behaviour has seen positive steps, however there are still aspects of this that needs to be addressed.  

In the new session the school plans to look at the Rights Respecting Schools award.  Also the school plans to focus on books and encouraging more engagement with reading.  This will include buying new reading books (including more phonic books), improving the library, having competitions based around reading, and having a book fair/book stall at the coffee morning fundraiser.  


Parent Comments

No comments.


AOCB

Excellent feedback was received following the Family Engagement Night held in February, and lots of connections made at this event has continued on into the school.  It is planned to keep this as a bi-annual event, so the next one would take place in 2027.  


Date of Next Meeting 

Our next meeting will be our AGM for the new school session, promptly followed by the parent council meeting.  This will take place on Thursday 28th August at 7pm.  

Helen would like us to encourage new parents to join the parent council group.  The parents of the new Primary 1 intake will meet on Thursday 12th June at 3.15pm, so it would be appreciated if any existing parent council members could come along at 4pm for a chat.  


