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Minutes of Meeting of Burra Parent Council held at Hamnavoe Primary School on Tuesday 4 February 2025 at 7pm.

Present:		Jennifer Nicolson (Chairperson)
Jill Irvine (Parent)
Amy Williamson (Parent)
			
In Attendance:	Suzanne Inkster (Clerk) 		
Helen Robertson (Head Teacher)



Notice of Meeting

Jennifer welcomed everyone to the meeting.


Apologies

Apologies were received from Brian Goddard, Jillian Gifford, Joanna & Chris Goodier, Ellyn Hutchieson and Denise Duncan. 


Approve Minutes

Minutes of meeting 14th November 2024 were approved by Jennifer, seconded by Amy. 


Family Engagement Night – Feb 2025 

Family engagement night has been changed to Tuesday 25th February starting at 6pm.  Bairns will do an quick presentation at the start of the event then workshops will commence at 6.15pm.  There are 10 confirmed workshops so far:
· Drugs Dogs – Michael Coutts
· Cookery Class – Neil Beattie
· Cyber Safety – Carole Smith
· African Dance and Drumming – Joy Duncan
· Active games for the family – Eoin Leask
· Make a healthy snack/lunch box – Angela Hopwood (Dental Service)
· Keep the Head – Rebecca Grant and Mind Your Head
· Family First Aid – Kristan Robertson
· Play Therapy – Angela Leask
· TSB football keep fit – Glenn Gilfillan

Paper copies of forms with choices will go out to bairns on the week of the 10th February, and also in email format.  On Thursday 20th at 1.30pm Helen, Jill and Ellyn to sort out the choices on returned forms.  During the day of the 25th February pupils will bake items for the café with canteen staff.  The Parent Council will run the café in the foyer area.  Set up for the event will take place at 3pm on Tuesday 25th February. Teachers will hand out evaluation forms for feedback on the event.  


Staffing

Alexis Anderson is leaving on 14th February 2025.  Helen said that they are shortlisting on 10th February, hopefully interviewing on 18th February and thereafter it could be a month before someone is in post.  As a result supply staff have been booked to cover this until Easter holidays.  Julia Leask is doing playground supervision, and some ASN support. Someone else will be coming in on Fridays.  Denise has an extra 5 hours per week out of the Equity fund.  

Teaching staff is stable at the moment, however, based on school roll projections for next year (down to 65) it is possible we may be down to 3 teachers.  


School Improvement 

The school has continued its focus on writing.  The writing project is working well.  There is noticeable progress and improvement in quality of writing.  Clicker 8 is being used in classes and proving very helpful.   Support that can be obtained through features available on Clicker eg activities sheets can be generated from text keyed in.  Helen, Erica and Paul have all been on Clicker training and impressed with its potential.


Parent Comments

There has been some feedback from pupils that behaviour in the school is more settled and in general much better. Helen has noted a significant improvement in behaviour and is no longer required to deal with daily behavioural issues.  Helen will meet soon with a QIM and will discuss how the support received has been worthwhile (5 hours of funding a week received to support children with behavioural issues).  Staff feel PACE training has helped to improve behaviour.  


School Fund

There is approximately £3796.90 in the school fund.  A decision needs to be taken on what to spend this on and this will be added to the agenda of our next meeting. So far we intend to purchase 3 new bikes for bikability and items for the garage project. New mice and headphones (purchased with Cauliflower cards money) and 5 new ipads have been purchased.  



AOCB

· Neil Beattie spoke to canteen staff about what the most unpopular meal choices and 3 of these with the poorest uptake have been removed.  Kitchen filters have been cleaned and this has significantly reduced the cooking smell on clothes.  A big questionnaire will be going to all parents across Shetland schools to gather opinions on school dinners.  Helen noted that there has been a reduction in the number of packed lunches taken and that these are less unhealthy as previous.   

· The school is going to take part in a pilot project which will use LEDs in the multicourt floodlights and will be switched on and off by a timer.  This will enable the multi court to be used when it’s dark. 

· Jill asked about the possibility of playing badminton in the gym hall after school.  Helen is going to look into this.  

· The May fundraiser will be discussed at our next meeting on 6th May.

· Helen is going to apply to the Community Council for financial assistance to put in a stile between the school and playpark.


Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 6th May at 7pm. 
