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Fair Isle Primary School serves the 

community of  Fair Isle; an isle of  fifty 

people located roughly 24 miles off  the 

southernmost tip of  mainland Shetland.

We are currently a multi-composite class of  

three children: one P1, one P3 and one P6. 

For this reason, our “Photography IDL” 

was one that spanned age and stage with 

outcomes from Early, First and Second 

Level. 

The lead practitioner was the Principal 

Teacher: Jonathan Pye.

Children with their cameras at the 

Fair Isle airstrip, awaiting our eight-

seater plane coming into the island.



After the initial Peter Moorhouse training provided by Shetland Islands 

Council, we purchased three digital cameras from Amazon (other outlets are 

available). Given our small numbers, we were fortunate in being able to buy 

one for each of  the three children. The cameras were 4K and 64.0 MP.

We began in class, exploring 

how to use our cameras, 

discovering the different 

functions and how to navigate 

menus and playback. There was 

lots of  interesting discussion 

about how digital cameras have 

a singular purpose, unlike (for 

example) an iPad.



Our Photography IDL was introduced with the “Shetland – a sense of  belonging” at the 

forefront of  our minds. This was connected to our own unique setting and our sense of  

“place” here in Fair Isle. Children were asked to consider whereabouts in Fair Isle they 

would like to photograph: places or buildings that are important or have meaning to them 

and where they would like to travel “on location” to with their cameras. We produced a 

wall display where our pictures could go once we had taken and reviewed them. 

The next slide is a screenshot from our IDL 

planning format. Given that this was a child-

led project, there was always room for 

flexibility and the children taking their 

learning in different or more personalised 

directions. However, there are links to “E’s 

and O’s” as well as reference to how the 

project might complement work within the 4 

capacities.





It was fascinating taking a step back and observing the children 

“let loose” with their cameras (when the erratic winter weather 

allowed us to explore outside). Initially, we did not focus on one 

particular area of  our isle. It was interesting to note that children 

were keen to take close-up pictures of  nature such as frosty rivers 

but wider landscape photographs as well.
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Quotes…

Quotes…

And more 

quotes…



There was a period in January of  essentially 

three weeks of  non-stop winds ranging 

between 30mph and 60mph so we had to be 

patient. So instead, we thought more about 

the specific places of  interest to us and how 

we might put our photographs to use with a 

final project. Here is what we decided…

Read the full blog at: Our Photography Topic Continues. |

Taken by a P3 through a car 

window. The raging seas of  

Fair Isle.

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sh/fairisleprimaryschool/2026/03/03/our-photography-topic-continues/


Beautiful snaps from our P3 child in preparation for his welcome poster that would go in the newly refurbished airstrip building.



The iconic “Sheep Rock” of  

Fair Isle. All photographs 

taken by P6 children

Well, apart from this 

photograph that was taken by 

the Principal Teacher of  us all 

with Sheep Rock in the 

background.



We have decided not to include pictures taken by our P1 child to 

protect the identity of  the house they live in and the houses of  

other children in the school. We hope you understand. They were 

fabulous photographs though! 

Free range roaming 

Fair Isle children in 

the glorious January 

morning sunlight.



As mentioned, the 

photography IDL gave 

us opportunities to 

produce some beautiful 

writing that developed 

the children’s sense of  

voice on our island.

Excerpts 

from work 

completed 

by our 

children 

after taking 

photos. 



The impact of  the project was interesting to 

observe. From some lovely learning about how 

“home” through to leaflets and posters, all 

children were able to pick a subject which 

fascinated them and which gave them a chance to 

explore their interests. It was important, too, that 

any outcome linked to the photography IDL was 

meaningful hence why the “Suggested Walks” 

leaflet and the “Welcome to Fair Isle” poster will 

be on display for visitors to pick up and read as 

the Bird Observatory reopens and tourists and 

visitors return to the island. Children see their 

writing as having a purpose, along with the 

photographs they have taken.



Moving forwards, there is no reason why digital 

cameras cannot play a role moving forward in our 

setting. They are now there and accessible to the 

children to use within class.

It connects the children to the natural world around 

them and, with the island about to bloom again and 

seabirds return; there will surely be more scope to 

take our cameras “out and about” and use them to 

enrich our learning.

 

Indeed, when we went on one of  our enrichment 

trips to mainland Shetland, the children wanted to 

take their cameras on the trip with them so they 

could photograph the isle as we left on the plane.

So we did…



A thank you from our expert photographs. You are 

always welcome to visit us. The sun is (almost 

always) shining in Fair Isle.
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