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Our Favourite Butterflies 

This week in school, we have been exploring the world of butterflies after seeing on Newsround that the 

Butterfly Conservation Society is running a vote to find “Britain’s Favourite Butterfly”. Naturally, we had to 

pick our favourites and vote for them too as well as producing some beautiful drawings and writing to go 

alongside them.  

If you would like to take part in the vote, please visit Home page | Butterfly Conservation and select your 

favourite. Will it be the same as one of ours, we wonder? 

Khalicee (6) 

I vote for the Small Tortoiseshell … 

flashy, tough and sporty. 

 

Ander (8) 

I vote for the Swallowtail 

The Swallowtail is the biggest butterfly 

in the U.K. They are so beautiful with 

their read and blue spots. This is my 

favourite butterfly. I love the wing 

extensions (which are its sticky outie 

bits) and the colours.  

This butterfly is not found in Fair Isle, it is only found in one place 

in the U.K, which is Norfolk. When it is threatened as a 

caterpillar, it might (if you’re unlucky) release a pineapple smell 

that is really disgusting from its horns.  

 

 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/


Luca (11) 

I vote for the Red Admiral. 

The Red Admiral is one of the more commonly found butterflies on Fair 

Isle. Famous for its colourful bands of orange, 

white tips and bold black that make up its wings. 

Also, the under-side is brown, which is perfect 

for hiding against tree bark and stones. They 

come to Fair Isle from Europe, North Africa and 

sometimes even from southern England. This 

means that they are very adventurous butterflies. 

If they are hungry, they will probably suck on fruit, 

tree sap (not very much of that here on Fair Isle) 

and even poo! This is my favourite butterfly 

because you can find them on Fair Isle. Also, I love 

the bright, vibrant colours on the wings as well.                                                                  

***** 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TOM AT FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY 

FOR HIS SECOND ‘FIRST FOR FAIR ISLE’ THIS SEASON!! 

A Northern Parula (yes, we had to look it up too…) found on Saturday at Vaila’s Trees.  More to come next 

week, but we thought we would include it so that our very up-to-date Maavi made sense! 

 

 

 



 

REMINDER – THIS WEDNESDAY IN KENNY’S BAR AT FAIR ISLE BIRD 

OBSERVATORY, all very welcome to join in a traditional session and meet the 

musicians visiting on the Lady of Avenel 



 

 



 

FAIR ISLE WEATHER FORECAST    

GENERAL SITUATION   Friday 22nd May 2026 

With pressure low across the north Atlantic a mild 

southerly airflow covers the British Isles. While high 

pressure over the near-Continent extends westwards 

bringing fine weather and high temperatures to England 

and Wales the west and north of Scotland sees a mild 

cloudy south-westerly airflow carrying trailing weak Atlantic 

fronts across the area during the weekend and start of next 

week. Later on high pressure possibly relocating west of 

the British Isles perhaps results in a westerly airflow across 

northern Scotland. 

OUTLOOK FOR THE WEEKEND  Temperatures 12° or 

13° by day. 9° overnight.  SUNDAY 24th: Cloudy with early 

showers then brighter spells followed by some  rain later. 

F4 SW winds. Sea State: Moderate at WSW 2 metre. East 

of Shetland SSW at 1 metre. 

FORECAST FOR NEXT WEEK  Temperatures 12° or 13° 

by day, 8° overnight. 

MONDAY 25th: Cloudy with patchy rain or showers. Fresh 

SW winds. Sea State: Moderate at W 2 metre. East of 

Shetland slight at SSW at 1 metre. 

TUESDAY 26th: Mostly dry, cloudy at first then brighter 

with afternoon sunshine. A fresh W wind. Sea 

State: Moderate or slight at W 1 to 2 metre. 

WEDNESDAY 27th – SUNDAY 31st: Mostly dry, cloudy or 

partly cloudy with moderate or fresh W winds. Sea State 

Wednesday: Moderate at W 2 metre.    Dave Wheeler 
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