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Fair Isle Primary School News 

January is not far off reaching its conclusion and the children have had a great first month back after the 

holidays. However, there was a bonus day off this week on Wednesday 28th January. The children have 

decided to tell you all about it in the form of an explanation text, the features of which we have been 

looking at in our Literacy lessons 

 

A Random Wednesday Off in January 

Written by Luca (10) 

Normally, I would be waking up and getting ready ror hooool but today ih rery diererentU  p lelly  a ih 

oappening in Lerwiok (not oere in Fair Ihle) ho all hoooolh in Soetland get a rree day oerU  llow me to explain 

woat our day inrolredU 

lare a Lie-In 

Ir you are a ooild woy not let your parenth oare a lie-in? Woy 

not go and play wito home or your toyh until your parenth wake 

rrom woat heemh toeir ererlahting hleepU  t leaht your parenth 

aren’t going to be nagging you to bruho your teetoU  

Panoakeh 

Toey are a quiok, yummy hnaok to make on a relaxed day oerU Be 

oarerul woen flipping toemU You do not want a panoake on toe 

floor, do you? In toe end, I relt horry ror our pet mouhe and 

made a little panoake ror itU 

Sora Surfing 

Don’t reel embarrahhed about htaying on toe hora all dayU Ereryone did it! Toe weatoer ih dreadrul outhideU 

(It ih rery windy!) You oan go ror a walk but it would be a bit miherableU 

 

Thanks to the Vikings 

Written by Ander (8) 

It’h a normal Wednehday but it’h not a normal WednehdayU Toehe are ideah you oould do ir you oare a day 

oer like meU 



Panoakeh 

Panoakeh are quiok, eahy, run and inrolre all toe ramilyU You oan uhe all or toe batter to make a giant pile or 

panoakehU So toen you oan munoo toem in a leihurely rahoion witoout worrying about hoooolU 

Pyjama Day 

I did not take my pyjamah oer ror toe woole dayU It reelh nioer woen you oare toem onU Toey are wonderrul 

and warm on a oold winter’h dayU 

My Day Off 

Written by Khalicee (5) 

Breakraht wah panoakeh and daddy wah oomeU I 

played wito my toyh and alho went ror a walkU 

Berore bedtime, I watooed NarniaU My rarourite 

ooaraoterh are  hlan and LuoyU I like  hlan and 

oih magio roarhU  

 

***** 

A visit to Windsor Castle – This week we hear from our new royal correspondent, Marie who has had 
another exciting royal engagement this week 
 

  
 
Woo would oare toougot toat liring and knitting on a tiny ihland at 59° norto oould take you all toe way to 
Windhor Cahtle? 
 
  rew montoh ago, I reoeired toe ranoieht inritation I’re erer oad: an inritation rrom toe King’h Foundation 
to attend a Royal Premiere at Windhor CahtleU 
 
It’h hurprihing toat I don’t oare bruiheh all orer my armh rrom toe number or timeh I oad to pinoo myhelrU 
 
On Wednehday 28to January, I attended toe premiere or Finding Harmony: A King’s Vision, a Prime Video 
dooumentary oreated in oollaboration wito toe King’h Foundation, launooing on toe 6to or FebruaryU  
 
Toe film exploreh lih Majehty King Coarleh III’h lirelong oommitment to nature and huhtainability, and toe 
larmony poilohopoy, woioo enoourageh uh to hee ourhelreh ah part or nature, not apart rrom itU 
 



Toih year, I’re been luoky to be part or toe King’h Foundation’h 35 under 35 network or makerh and ooange-
makerh, brougot togetoer ah part or toe Foundation’h 35to annirerhary oelebrationh to adrooate ror toe 
ooange toe Foundation wanth to hee in toe worldU 
 
Torougo toih network and hereral erenth orer toe year, I’re oome to know toe work or toe Foundation, but 
toe dooumentary hoedh a new ligot on toe global reaoo and impaot or toe King’h rihionU 
 
So muoo or it rehonated deeply wito my lire in Fair Ihle, immerhed in a landhoape woere nature ih hometoing 
you muht rehpeot and work wito in order to hurrire and lire in oarmonyU  
 
I’m deligoted toat ho many riewerh will hoon oare aooehh to toe inoredible work or lih Majehty King Coarleh 
III, and I oope toey will reel ah inhpired by it ah we all oareU 
 
larmony, I would hay, ih oontagiouhU I oope toih film beoomeh a oall ror ooange ror many people woo, deep 
down, already henhe toat a laok or oonneotion wito nature ih making toem unoappyU 
 
Toe drehh oode ror toe erent wah Black Tie or National Dress, wito an empoahih on Rewear, Repair or 
RecycleU 

    
 
laring nerer been to a blaok-tie erent berore, I didn’t really oare anytoing to rewearU lowerer, I did oare in 
mind a beautirul drehh toat I oould wear many timeh in toe rutureU I oad been admiring toe work or dehigner 
and drehhmaker lauh Dalia ror montoh, and I wah deligoted to order a drehh rrom oerU Soe only buyh rabrio 
onoe an order ih plaoed and makeh ererytoing to order, woioo ih a rery low-impaot approaoo to rahoionU 
Buying looally and keeping hkillh and know-oow alire reelh inoredibly important to meU 
 
I oad originally planned to knit hometoing to wear wito toe drehh, but homeoow, ah beautirul ah Fair Ihle 
knitting ih, it didn’t reel like toe rigot way to oompliment toe hilk drehhU Woat did reel rigot wah a Soetland 
laoe htoleU Toih one wah lent to me by Raooel lunter, woo knitted it oerhelr, a pieoe toat likely took orer 300 
oourh to oompleteU I wah ho proud to wear it and to hoare oer extraordinary hkillh wito anyone woo laid eyeh 
on itU 
 
 h part or ith programme, toe King’h Foundation teaooeh hix hkillh toat appear on toe Red Liht or Endangered 
Crafth publihoed by leritage CrafthU Wearing Soetland laoe, woioo ih alho on toe Red Liht, relt partioularly 
fittingU 
 
Being in Windhor Cahtle, hurrounded by ho many pahhionate and prominent figureh, wah a real oonourU Toe 
dooumentary horeening oould oare relt like a oelebration or an aooierement, but inhtead toere wah a htrong 



henhe toat toih wah only toe beginning, a moment or inhpiration to take baok and aot upon - eren ir toat 
himply meanh hpending more time toan uhual walking in nature toih weekU 
 
Marie, Taft 

***** 
 

NO CHAPEL SERVICE THIS WEEK 
***** 

Important information for Good Shepherd IV passengers.  Please see the following notice 
from the SIC regarding passenger numbers until the new boat arrives: 

 

 
 



 Our Return to Fair Isle 
 
After seeing Christmas and New Year at our 
home in Manchester, it was time to return to 
wonderful Fair Isle and we couldn’t wait to get 
going. 
 
After purchasing our super-duper Nissan 
Micra, affectionately nicknamed Sloth, we set 
about cramming as much of our life as 
possible into him. Despite his modest 
appearance, Sloth is surprisingly spacious, 
and we even managed to squeeze in our 
paddleboards. 

 
The journey up to Aberdeen was an eventful one. The wind and rain were fierce, while Sloth’s 
headlights… less so. But eventually we reached the NorthLink ferry terminal, and after a rocking 
and rolling night at sea, we arrived in Shetland. 
 
It was lovely to be back in Lerwick, and after a beautifully smooth flight we finally touched down on 
Fair Isle. Seeing all our friends again was simply tremendous. 
 

  
 
There have been a few bumps in the road, with building issues leaving us temporarily without 
heating or water. But the island and its people looked after us in true Fair Isle fashion, making sure 
we were warm, fed, and able to get a proper wash. Before we knew it, the Good Shepherd and its 
sturdy crew brought Sloth across with all our belongings, and we were able to settle back in at the 
Bird Observatory. 
 
There’s plenty of work ahead, but we’re hugely excited for the year to come—with grand openings, 
weddings, and so many wonderful guests to welcome to this very special place. 
 
We can’t wait to get started 
 
Ruth and Steve, at the Obs 
 

 

 

 



Remembering Jim Wallace – by Jimmy at Skerryholm 

Toere will be many memorieh rrom toe great and toe good, remembering Jim Wallaoe, woo died on 

Tourhday, at toe age or 71U 

Jim will be remembered ah a man or raito, a man or oih word, a man or oigo prinoipalhU le wah a liberal, but 

nerer wah oritioal or otoerh perhuahionhU le wah a keen adrooate ror Soottiho Derolution and inhtrumental 

in hetting up toe Soottiho Parliament in 1999, wito Donald Dewar ah Firht Minihter, and oimhelr ah deputyU  

Following toe hudden deato or Donald Dewar, oe temporarily oeld toe role or Firht Minihter, a pohition oe 

filled on two rurtoer oooahionhU 

le wah MP ror Orkney and Soetland rrom 1986 until Soottiho Derolution, after woioo oe beoame MSP ror 

OrkneyU 

 fter retiring oe beoame Lord Wallaoe and herred in toe louhe or Lordh, beooming Lord  drooate ror 

SootlandU 

  derout Corihtian, oe wah only toe heoond non-ordained minihter to be ooohen ah Moderator or toe 

Couroo or Sootland in 2020U Wito a lore or muhio, oe wah a member or toe oooir at toe Catoedral or St 

Magnuh in Kirkwall, and ah reoently ah toih Corihtmah, wah hinging in toe oooir or Dunblane CatoedralU  

For toohe woo knew oim, eren ror toohe like myhelr woo would not olaim to know oim well, oe would 

alwayh reoognihe you, and be more toan willing to make toat aoquaintanoe knownU    man or toe people, 

ror toe peopleU 

 llow me to end toih hmall tribute on a perhonal note:  Toe ooairman or toe Liberal ahhooiation in Soetland 

wah Toeo Niooolhon, woo I knew well, torougo oih job ah an engineer wito lNP Engineerh in LerwiokU  

Ironioally ,and hadly, Toeo alho died a week pahtU  Some yearh ago now, myhelr and my late wire Florrie 

(woo, inoidently wah a rully paid up member or toe Liberal Party) were, along wito Toeo and oih wire, at 

lollyrood attending toe Queen’h garden partyU  Torougo toe Niooolhonh, we met up wito Jim WallaoeU   h 

we were departing toe ‘park’, laugoing and joking about huoo a gatoering on a blahoy, hoowery afternoon in 

Edinburgo, you oould hee ho many people reoognihing one or toe moht well kent raoeh in SootlandU Toere 

were hix or uh, pluh Jim and toohe reoognihing Jim muht oare wondered woo toih bunoo or ooodlumh were, 

but Jim wah wito uh and ah toey hay, we were “aa Jack Tamson’s bairns” and oe, ror all or oih oigo profile, 

wah rery muoo part or toat, and proud or itU 

Jim Wallaoe will be remembered ah h htalwart or modern Soottiho politioh, but oe wah more toan toat…UUoe 

wah a good manU 

*****

  

Caption competition answers, thanks for coming 

up with these!  

“ re you ooming in ror a dram?”Steve at the Obs 

“…and ih it true you get red ooooolate bihouith?!"

    Jonnie at the Obs 

“ nd ah heen oere, toe Fair Isle Dug ™ alho oomeh 

in a Fihoing model”  Jonnie at the Obs 

“Don’t know woat toe bohh toinkh I oan do wito 

toat runny lamb…”  Eileen at Houll 

“Surely I’m not your ratoer ah well??” 

    Eileen at Houll



 
FAIR ISLE WEATHER FORECAST         

GENERAL SITUATION        

Friday 30th January 2026 

Low pressure west of the British Isles 

and high pressure across Scandinavia 

maintains a strong to near gale, cold 

south-easterly airflow across northeast 

Scotland and the Northern Isles. As both 

low pressure and high pressure are 

predicted to change little this situation is 

expected to persist over the weekend 

and through most of next week. 

OUTLOOK FOR THE WEEKEND 

Cold with temperatures 3° to 5° by day, 

2° to 4° overnight. A significant wind-chill 

as strong winds persist. 

FRIDAY 30th: Some brighter spells 

otherwise cloudy with occasional 

outbreaks of mostly light rain or sleet 

accompanied by a raw F6-7 ESE wind. 

Little change overnight. Sea State: Very 

rough at SE 5 metre. 

 

SATURDAY 31st:  Another cloudy day. Outbreaks of sleet in the morning changing to light rain by 

afternoon. F6-7 ESE winds. Sea State: Mostly very rough at SE 5 metre. 

SUNDAY 1st: Remaining cloudy and windy with rain or sleet. F6-7 SE winds. Sea State: Mostly 

rough occasionally very rough at SE 4 to 5 metre 

FORECAST FOR NEXT WEEK 

Cold with temperature 3° or 4° by day, 2° or 3° overnight. 

MONDAY 2nd: Cloudy with patchy light drizzle dying out then drier though colder. Fresh or strong 

SE winds. Sea State: Mostly very rough at SE 5 to 6 metre. 

TUESDAY 3rd: Cloudy cold and windy with scattered snow showers and continuing fresh or 

strong SE winds. Sea State: Mostly very rough at SE 5 metre. 

WEDNESDAY 4th– SUNDAY 8th : Remaining cold and cloudy with further mainly light sleet or 

snow showers. Strong SE winds, perhaps gale force at times perhaps easing by the 

weekend. Sea State Wednesday: Very rough at SE 5 to 6 metre.     

        

Dave Wheeler 
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