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A long weekend

We left school on Thursday and it started again on Tuesday because it was a long weekend. It was very
long but | did not get bored. Me and my friends played football in the hall and we had lots of fun. | had the
most injuries. | was the boss of injuries.

| got sick on Tuesday. | couldn’t go to school so | had a very long weekend.
Ander (7)
The long weekend

On Saturday we went up to Nannan and Daddad’s house to watch Man Utd play Everton. The score was 2-
2. After that Freyja and Grace came up to join us at the playground. We were there for about 2 hours. Next
Jonnie and Alex came up at about half past 4 to play football in the hall with us. Freyja and Grace also
played. At about 6 o’clock we went home for tea we watched Gladiators with Jonnie, Alex, Marie, Laura
and Charlie. We even played Rapidough and several rounds of Drawful. We went to bed at half past 10.

On Sunday (Sunday was not a very sunny day) we relaxed for most of it but we did go for tea at Kenaby (it
was yummy.)

On Monday, Ander, Nannan, Daddad, Freyja, Grace and | walked up to the trees. We were there until the
plane went which meant that Freyja and Grace went back to the hostel.

Luca (9)
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ISLE NOTICES

¢ No Chapel this weekend — back next week!

e Oral History Sessions — Friday’s postponed session on sheep will now take place March 7
at 3pm. As always, there'll be coffee and cake provided and all are welcome.

e Reminder - change to Good Shepherd sailing this week. A reminder that the scheduled
sailing to Grutness on Tuesday 4™ of March will now take place weather/crew permitting on
Wednesday 5th March.

Thanks, lan - Master, Good Shepherd IV



¢ Reminder Fair Isle Committee AGM and quarterly meeting and Fair Isle Development
Company AGM. The FIC will hold its annual AGM plus quarterly meeting on Wednesday
12" March at 7.30pm, preceded by a brief AGM for FIDC at 7.00pm. A good attendance is
respectfully requested (there will be tea/coffee and homebakes). Any items for either
agenda to Eileen and David ASAP please.

e Reminder - SIC Housing Survey. The SIC is conducting a survey to find out if the lack of
available housing is having an effect on businesses. While we are owned by NTS, there are
SIC properties here, and it could be very helpful if isle businesses would complete the
survey to highlight the issue in Fair Isle too. More info at:
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2025/02/18/council-survey-asks-businesses-lack/ and you can
take the survey here.

Hello Folks,
Please find a link to our latest blog piece, In the wake of Sveinn Asleifarson: the lost place-names of
Hellisey and Volunes

https://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/ragnasislands/2025/02/15/in-the-wake-of-sveinn-asleifarson/

As ever thank you for your interest in our project, if you want to be taken off the mailing list please do let me
know

All the best,
Matthew

Dr Matthew Blake (Research Fellow)
Ragna's Islands Project

Faculty of Arts and School of English
University of Nottingham  @Ragnaslslands
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Da week dat’s awa from Taft

When Eileen messaged, | knew | had officially run out of time dodging my Fair Isle Times writing duty. So, | told
myself: if I write a little bit every day, it won’t feel like much, and all will be fine. Well... it’s Friday morning, a week
later, and I’'m now wondering why on Earth I didn’t stick to that plan!

So, my apologies in advance for any weather or factual inaccuracies...

Friday

My friend Rose came back with me at the end of January after my extended time away. Returning to the island in the
depths of winter felt much easier with her here, and we had such a great time together. She absolutely loved the
island—despite being resistant to machine knitting. (We studied together, and knitting was her least favourite subject,
while it was obviously my favourite.) Still, I managed to convince her to knit a few souvenirs: a scarf and a pair of
hand warmers.


https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2025/02/18/council-survey-asks-businesses-lack/
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/Interview/a7de6924-1d68-4d8e-8eaa-c8fc6934d9ff
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.nottingham.ac.uk%2Fragnasislands%2F2025%2F02%2F15%2Fin-the-wake-of-sveinn-asleifarson%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca6b93761e5f24931baee08dd4e949790%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638753122360536949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zlx2c682UhlDN6sixXSfWO%2F6%2Fk0SUQblTzoVk436WUc%3D&reserved=0

She was supposed to leave today, but with the week's forecast offering no hope for a boat or plane, she had to leave
early last Monday. It was bittersweet—on one hand, we should have had an extra week together, but on the other, if
she hadn’t left when she did, she would have been stuck and missed an important family gathering.

I spent the day knitting, working on a sleeveless order. Back in October, | had only taken on commissions | could
finish before Christmas, but between my usual delusions about how fast I can knit and getting stuck in Lerwick for 12
days(!), I came back in January with four orders that now needed knitted as soon as possible.

In the evening, | made tiramisu. After making the “main” one I had some mascarpone mix left but no ladyfingers, so I
improvised with "Lu" petit beurre biscuits. It turned out so much better than the one with ladyfingers—absolutely
delicious!

Saturday

I’m not quite sure where the day went—I suspect it involved a later-than-planned start, some cleaning, tidying, and
cooking. In the evening, | had a lovely time at Houll, finally catching up with our new permanent residents, Jonnie and
Alex, as well as Laura and Charlie, who have now spent a full year on Fair Isle. I can’t believe how quickly that year
has passed, yet at the same time, it feels like they’ve been part of the community much longer!

We missed Guillermo—fun fact: since January 1st, there’s only been one day when both of us were on the island at
the same time! I’m really happy he’s now a fully trained firefighter—it’s so important to have more islanders involved
in this.

Luca and Ander had us play a fantastic game with playdough where we had to guess what our teammate was
making—quickly, before the other team guessed theirs. It was so much more fun than | expected! You could definitely
tell we weren’t all equal in playdough skills, and that I’'m overly competitive, no matter the medium!

Sunday

Thankfully, Fly is getting me outside twice a day—otherwise, I think I’d be doing nothing but knitting! Today, I
knitted a jumper. | had already done the ribs beforehand, but I still put in 10 hours of knitting, so my shoulders were a
bit stiff. When | get into it, I"d rather push through than have to pick it up the next day and try to remember the
colourway, etc.

This one was a colourway I really liked (which isn’t always the case with commissions!): a combination of Rosewood
and Sunrise, with a hint of Paprika, paired with bands in Spagnum and Bracken—the knitters will know.

That’s another jumper for Eileen to finish. I'm so grateful she’s happy to do my finishing work because, even though |
enjoy it, by the time I’ve knitted the jumper, I’d much rather move on to the next one!

Monday

Still some delays with the planes this morning, but lucky me—the afternoon flight came in, and | was on plane duty. It
was completely full, with over a week’s worth of mail, so I thought of Amy, who was about to have a very busy
afternoon!

One thing that always takes longer than planned is pressing, labelling and packing orders. But at the same time, | love
seeing the garments all neatly finished and placed in their gift boxes. Today’s orders included a special one: a green
throw for a Fair Isle friend, Angela Harding. | had spent the last few months admiring the beautiful artwork she
created after her visit a few years ago. | already had a black-and-white version she gifted me, but her ordering my
throw felt like the perfect excuse to finally treat myself to the colour print version of her Fair Isle Puffins at the North
Lighthouse.

I was a bit more anxious about the second parcel leaving today—it was a reknit of two jumpers | had originally made
in December that didn’t quite fit the customers. One neckline was too low, even though it was my standard women’s
round neck. That was an easy fix; | just knitted a new jumper with a higher neckline. | never have stock on hand, so
I’m actually happy to have the first one back to show visitors.

The second jumper, for her husband, had me puzzled for a while. From the front, it was perfect, but from the back, the
middle lifted slightly. The size up would have been far too big, and the size down too small, so the best solution



seemed to be reknitting it with a much tighter tension at the bottom of the body, gradually increasing to the final
tension at the chest. Fingers crossed that does the trick!

Tuesday

Another good day for a plane, and once again, | was on plane duty. Then I got a bit of work done so | could take the
afternoon off for special visitors! It had been so busy that I hadn’t had a chance to properly catch up with Amy,
Brodie, and Ethan since | got back. The perfect excuse to make (and eat!) pancakes.

Ethan has changed so much but is still a gorgeous baby with the most beautiful blue eyes. Brodie taught me a really
fun game called Sink or Float, which was fascinating—we filled a glass of water and dropped shells (and other
random things) in to see if they would sink or float. I'm still trying to wrap my head around why some of them
floated. It’s puzzling!

Brodie is growing so fast, and I’'m starting to worry that the cardigan I began hand-knitting for him won’t fit by the
time I finish it. It was the perfect travel project, but I haven’t had a chance to get back to it since I’ve been home...

Wednesday
Happy sheep this morning—they had their first breakfast cereal of the season!

Guess who drew the short straw for plane duty this week? Haha — two more planes today, and | was at both.
Thankfully, the boat was slightly late, so I managed to get there in time after the airport. | was especially eager for this
one because | had a very exciting parcel that had been delivered to Grutness two weeks ago—the day after the last
boat went! (Typical, isn’t it?)

Ian couldn’t remember seeing anything for me, so I had a moment of panic... but thankfully, the very last pallet lifted
off the haul was mine - five new knitting machines! One of them is particularly special—it has an electronic carriage,
meaning I’1l be able to control it from my computer and won’t be limited to a 24-stitch pattern repeat. Each needle
will be independent, which opens up a lot of exciting possibilities!

Konrad was kind enough to deliver them to Pund since my car is far too small.

| was getting tired of teaching on machines that needed little tricks and adjustments to work properly, so hopefully,
these new ones will be perfect for my classes.

My friend Nic, whom some of you might have met while she was staying at Lower Leogh the past two weeks, has
now moved to Taft for a few days. She’s the reason I got into teaching machine knitting online and publishing knitting
patterns. She runs an online community where she teaches and facilitates workshops for other designers. I’'m so
grateful for all the help she’s given me on this side of my business, so it’s lovely to be able to share the island with her
this month!

In the evening, we got to remotely attend a fascinating talk organized by the newly formed Shetland Textiles

Network titled Developing a Sustainable Knitwear Business. One of the presenters was Hilary Grant from Orkney, and
her journey to setting up a micro-factory was incredibly inspiring. The second presenter was Hazel Tindall, who
shared her research on the pricing of hand-knitted goods for sale in Shetland. She highlighted how unappealing the
current pricing structure makes hand-knitting as a profession for younger generations—if that’s the income that can be
made, it’s no wonder fewer people take it up. There’s definitely a need to raise awareness (and prices!) so that hand-
knitted goods can continue to be produced in Shetland.

The busy day was wrapped up with a lot of calorie-burning at badminton—though, to be honest, most of it probably
came from laughing rather than playing! It’s great to see how much progress we’re all making. If anyone fancies
joining, just let Laura or me know, and we’ll add you to the WhatsApp group!

Thursday

It was an early start for me today—7am at the machine, which is definitely a first! Nic is running a momentum class in
the online community, a one-hour Zoom session where knitters get together to knit (muted, of course). You share what
you plan to knit for the hour and then share how much progress you made at the end. You can also ask for help or
advice if needed, and it’s a great way to stay accountable. Usually, it’s in the evening, but with different time zones,
this week was the Australian session, hence the 7am start for us!



My online class is a membership access format, where knitters subscribe for three months and get access to 80 videos
with over 7 hours of tutorial content, covering everything from knitting to finishing Fair Isle garments. | also offer 9
knitting patterns, from hand warmers to a cardigan. Once a month, I do a video call to catch up and answer questions.
This February, | ran a knit-along class, which was a more intensive 4-week course (with a video call each week). We
knitted the cardigan together, and | have about 30 knitters in the class right now, with 12 specifically knitting the
cardigan. | never imagined so many would join!

I’m knitting one for myself alongside the class because I’ve never made something specifically for myself and to
motivate the others. Every week, | end up doing my homework last minute on Thursday afternoon, and this week was
no different—I finished knitting the cardigan just an hour before the class! Most of Thursday was spent knitting and
preparing, but we did take a lovely break to visit Triona and Stewart at Quoy.

I love any excuse to bake (and eat!) madeleines, and we had a wonderful time chatting. The highlight was watching a
Japanese documentary made on the island in 1987. It was such a beautiful time capsule of the island and its knitting
back then—so much has changed, but in some ways, so little. It’s hard to explain the feeling!

Before my class, | wanted to set up my new machine to troubleshoot some of the issues electronic machine knitters
have, but I didn’t manage to fit that in. Nic is really experienced with them, so she’s going to help me this weekend.
When | went to download the software, I realized it only works with Windows, and | only have Apple computers, so |
now need to find a laptop just for this machine. It doesn’t sound so ideal anymore... If anyone has an old working
laptop they don’t use, let me know! Otherwise, Monday morning I’ll be buying the cheapest one I can find online.

The class went really well, and the beauty of knitting together is that other students with electronic machines were
able to help and advise those having trouble, so it all worked out in the end!

The day ended with an email from the couple of customers whose re-knit jumpers | sent on Monday—they fit like a
glove! What a relief!

Friday

Oh well, I know what I did this morning—wrote my Fair Isle time! Next up: making a Tiramisu with Lu petit
beurre biscuits for the weekend!

Have a lovely weekend!
Marie, Taft

Following on from Jimmy’s
writing of the first tractors in Fair
Isle recently, John sent us this
photo showing the remnants of
Jimmy Wilson of Schoolton’s
three-wheeled machine which
now lies at Utra




Contract awarded as Fair Isle ferry project gets underway

Shetland Islands Council has today awarded the harbour infrastructure contract to progress the
£45.4M project to provide a new ferry for Fair Isle.

The Full Business Case for the project, that will see a new ferry built and upgraded harbours at
Grutness and in Fair Isle, was approved by Councillors on 6th December 2024. This has recently
also now been approved by the UK Government’s Department of Transport, meaning that
contracts can be awarded and construction work is expected to get underway in the coming
weeks.

Construction and civil engineering company BAM Nuttall has been awarded the £31.5M contract
to complete the harbour infrastructure works, following a recent open tender process. Work is
expected to begin at both sites in March 2025 with completion expected in December 2025 for
Grutness, and in November 2026 for Fair Isle.

Works will include new tubular piling to extend the Grutness pier and a breakwater extension to
create a more sheltered berth. In Fair Isle, the boat noust would be enlarged to accommodate the
new wider, longer vessel and to a build a new slipway, boat cradle and winch house. Dredging
will also be carried out in both harbours.

Shetland Islands Council has agreed to provide £18.6M of funding for the project, with the UK
Government providing a grant of £26.8M towards the anticipated total cost of £45.4M.

Emma Macdonald, Council Leader said: “I'm pleased to see these contracts awarded so that
these important works can get underway to provide a new ferry for the Fair Isle community. It's
been a long journey to prepare the detail of the Full Business Case, against a difficult economic
backdrop and uncertain costs over recent years.

“After the decision by Councillors in December to agree to fund the project, I'm grateful that the
UK Government has also now agreed to commit their funding too. The ferry is a lifeline for so
many aspects of life in Fair Isle and its replacement will serve the island many years to come.”

The proposed works at Fair Isle harbour will include a wider slipway and enlarged boat noust.
Image courtesy of Mott Macdonald



A Name to Conjure with!

First of all a big thank you to everyone who came along to our ‘Evening in the long hall’ winter talks — we had so
much fun researching them and talking with you about place-names and the saga!

Following on from the talks we’re now working on content to go into the booklets and exhibition material that we're
creating to showcase some of the research we’ve undertaken. There will be a copy of the booklet for each
household, and exhibition boards will be versatile enough to set-up in a variety of venues.

As well as an introduction to the Ragna’s Islands Project, a bit of history, and a discussion about Fair Isle’s place in
the saga, we’d like to include a section on Fair Isle’s place-names. We have a few ideas about what we’d like to talk
about, but we’d really like to know which place-names intrigue you.

So far, we have looked at bird place-names on the island as well as slopy-names, and those names that indicate they
were good spots for getting on and off the island. Are there any other themes that interest you, or individual names
on the island that intrigue you? If so, get in touch and tell us why the name interests you and we’ll see if we can
include them in the booklet. We can’t be sure that we’ll solve any mysteries, but we can have a go. And, if you have
any stories about places and their names, we would love to hear them!

Corinna, Matthew and Judith.
contact: corinna.raynerl@nottingham.ac.uk
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AIRTASK SUMMER SCHEDULE
If you hadn’t noticed the days lengthening with March approaching, then you will when you
see that the flights are running from Airtask’s summer schedule from Monday at 7.30am.
Timetable can be found here


mailto:corinna.rayner1@nottingham.ac.uk
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61c324de73ba797d2d3c9846/t/67b73f74589f2e229cbecdff/1740062580602/Inter+Islands+Air+Services+Timetable+24+-25.pdf

FAIR ISLE WEATHER FORECAST

Analysis Chart 0000 UTC
Friday 28" February 2025

Forecast Chart 0000 UTC
Monday 3" March 2025

GENERAL SITUATION Friday 28" February 2025

A ridge links the Azores Anticyclone with another high over
southern England maintaining a ridge across the North Sea
results in a mild south-westerly airflow across much of the UK.
This backs south today a vigorous depression between
Greenland and Iceland drives an Atlantic frontal system east.
Though weakening as it comes up against high pressure the
front crosses Shetland tonight leaving a blustery west-south-
westerly later south-westerly for the weekend.

Further fronts affect northern Scotland early next week as low
pressure tracks east south of Iceland, an unsettled strong
southwest to westerly airflow later in the week as a narrow ridge
builds across northern Scotland.

OUTLOOK FOR THE WEEKEND Relatively mild at 8° by day,
6° to 7° overnight.

FRIDAY 28": Dry and sunny start before could increases and
thickens through afternoon. F5 WSW winds backing SSW.
Cloudy through the evening with rain and F5-6 SSW wind
overnight. Sea State: East of Shetland moderate at 2 metre SW
otherwise rough at 3 metre W. SATURDAY 1°": Any lingering
rain soon clearing then mainly dry with sunny spells and F5-6
SW winds tending WSW bringing risk of showers. Cloudy but
mainly dry overnight with F5 SW winds. Sea State: East of
Shetland moderate at 2 metre SW otherwise very rough at 5 to 6

metre WSW. SUNDAY 2"%: Rather cloudy though mainly dry until rain or showers arriving late afternoon. F7 SW
winds easing F5 W overnight as rain clears. Sea State: East of Shetland moderate to rough at 2 to 3 metre SW

otherwise very rough at 5 to 6 metre WSW.

FORECAST FOR NEXT WEEK At first temperatures 7° to 9° by day, 5° overnight. Cooler later. MONDAY

3 Cloudy with risk of mist and rain or drizzle. Fresh or strong WSW winds. Sea State: East of Shetland moderate or
rough at 2 to 3 metre SW otherwise very rough or high at 6 to 8 metre W. TUESDAY 4™ A dry though cloudy start
with rain and strong WSW winds for the afternoon and evening. Sea State: East of Shetland moderate or rough at 2

to 3 metre WSW otherwise very rough at 5 metre W. WEDNESDAY 5" — SUNDAY 9": Wednesday cloudy with
patchy rain or drizzle and fresh or strong WSW winds. Thursday drier and brighter with freshening S winds then rain
on Friday clearing to showers as strong S winds veer W. The weekend perhaps drier, brighter and cooler with light
winds possibly freshening NE later. Sea State Wednesday: East of Shetland moderate at 2 metre SW otherwise

rough at 4 to 5 metre W.

Dave Wheeler
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