	Pros

· It is all good!  

· As a family we are making more effort to do things together

· We prefer no set homework as we have so many activities out with school

· We prefer having less homework and more family time 

· We value the family time gained from no longer having set homework

· Less stress

· More time for enjoyable activites, such as cooking, music

· It is really good 

· More family time

· Better experiences

· We DON’T miss the sentences!

· Great that it is pupil lead 

· Can devise schedule/homework around current home activities/holidays/interests 

· I like the fact that non-academic things are valued

· Less stress

· Less stress and pressure on parents and children 

· I like being bale to choose what to do at the weekend and do fun activities 

· Much better not to have deadlines – homework often turns into a battle because of tiredness and other commitments 

· We love having no homework, it has made life so much easier 

· It’s perfect, we’re delighted 

· Like being able to choose the homework topic that they are interested in or need to work on 

· We’ve been doing much more things together, evenings are much more relaxed

· I like the teacher suggestions 

· Good to have less structure and focus more on life skills such as baking, knitting, sewing as well as outdoor activities, e.g. walking, cycling etc 
	Cons

· Have felt disconnected from what the kids have been doing in class

· Our child does not voluntarily do it (new system)

· Are children still doing spelling and sentences

· It will be a huge shock to have loads of homework in secondary school

· Doing less variety of maths and writing at home 

· Not teaching bairns to work to a deadline 

· What happens in S1 when they have to hand homework in on time

· Trying to minimise screen time so have not encouraged extra screen homework

· Set homework was a way of seeing what the stage the bairns were at and I miss that 

· Less inclined to see what is happening with maths/spelling 

· As we work closer to secondary school the kids are less used to having to set time aside for homework/study



	Suggestions 

· It would be good to know what spellings they are learning 

· Would be good to have at least one set piece of homework per week
	Any other comments 

· We prefer some homework, especially if kids are struggling with a subject

· I like homework and I will want it back 

· Too much screen time and not knowing what kids are doing


· A detailed curriculum overview comes out every term for every child in the school which sets out the planned learning for the term in all areas 

· Children are all still doing spelling in class.  In addition to this, we will be carrying out spelling assessments with set words for each class.  The results of this will be fed back to children and parents so they know which words to work on.  The assessment will then be repeated at the end of the year to assess progress. 
· In preparation for secondary school we will include homework in the transition activities.  I am reassured that there is not a vast amount in S1. 

· Pieces of work will still be set from time to time and deadlines are incorporated into school life and many other areas, such as music practice, some clubs such as Brownies etc.

· The suggestions we put home were just that – it is entirely up to parents how much screen time their children have and up to them to supervise/monitor its use.  

· The maths set in p5/6 and P6/7 was not linked to the topics in class, it was general maths revision of many topics.  This can be provided upon request.

· If children are struggling in school on a subject more support will be offered in school.  Extra support at home will be discussed with pupils and parents on an individual basis, as required.  Often children need a break from a topic so that they can come back to it more positively.  

· Reading a variety of genres for enjoyment will increase a child’s vocabulary and also impact positively on their spelling, grammar and general language ability.  
· In maths, speed and accuracy in times tables and addition and subtraction bonds is hugely beneficial in all areas.  

· As you can see the results from children, parents and teachers were largely positive and therefore we will continue to use the new system for homework.  A further sheet of suggestions is attached.  If you prefer more formal homework there are many workbooks available to buy at a very reasonable price online or you can contact the school and we can provide some worksheets or activities. 

Thank you to everyone who took part in our consultation, we truly value your opinions.

If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.

Andrea Henderson 
October 2016

