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3rd June 2016 

Dear Parents and Guardians,

To all parents of children starting school in August 2016:

We would like to inform you of our plans for transition to Primary 1 in August 2016 and of some of the events we have in place prior to this to help the settling in process for your child.

We will continue to be using the current P1/2 classroom for next year’s P1/2 class. This is an area of the school that your child has visited for music with Mrs Colvin so they are acquainted with this part of the school. They have also visited classrooms in this ‘wing’ when carrying out investigations and will be visiting the area more over the next month.  Mrs Fiona Henderson and Mrs Brenda Smith will continue to teach Primary 1/2 on a job share basis, with Mrs Henderson teaching Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Mrs Smith teaching on Thursdays and Fridays. 

The children already attend Celebration Assemblies with the rest of the school once a month and any Class Assemblies when other classes share their learning through a performance to the rest of the school and to their parents. From a previous letter, you will have a date for the Nursery Assembly, to which you are cordially invited. This takes place at 9.15am on Wednesday 8thJune in the school hall.
Starting Primary 1 – Parents’ and Guardians’ Meeting.

We would like to invite parents and guardians to a short, informal meeting to discuss your child’s transition into Primary 1 prior to their Transition Day on Friday 10th June.  This meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th June from 6.30 – 7.30pm in the current Primary 1/2 classroom. All parents and guardians are welcome. The school handbook for new entrants will be available at this meeting as will various forms and information about starting school. There will be an opportunity to purchase school uniform, to view materials, resources and discuss the types of active learning opportunities your child will access in the classroom. A tour of the school will be offered for anyone not familiar with the building.

The meeting is being held to answer any questions that you may have regarding the curriculum, the materials and resources we use in our learning and teaching and how we can work together with parents to provide the very best experience for your child. 
Tea and coffee will be on offer at the end of the meeting to allow you time to chat with the teachers and look over the resources and items on show. 

Transition Day

On Friday 10th June, our new entrants will be visiting the school for the morning in their new P1 class and staying for lunch.  Children may be picked up at 1pm.  Please ensure you pay £2.00 for your child’s lunch on the day to the school office. A payment slip will be sent out nearer the time.
Beginning Primary 1

Children in Primary 1 will begin school gradually with a full morning session and lunch for 3.5 weeks as in most other schools in Shetland from Wednesday 17thAugust 2016. They can be picked up between 12.45 and 1pm. This gives them a shorter period of full days before the October holidays to ease them into their new routines gently. They will commence full school days on Monday 12th September 2016. From then and until the October holidays, they will receive a short 20 minute break in the afternoon but this will be discontinued after the holidays.
We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 8th June for Assembly and our meeting but in the meantime, if you have any questions, please just get in touch with me at the school.

Yours sincerely,

Andrea Henderson

Head Teacher
