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Dear Parent/Guardian,

Welcome back to the last term of session 15/16, we hope you enjoyed a lovely Holiday. There are a few dates for your diaries and some information we’d like to share.  These are all available on the school blog, keep checking for updates and changes. 
Staffing 
We welcome Mrs Katherine Sandison to her role as clerical assistant.  She will be working on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  Jackie Bishop remains in post on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Mrs Louise Leslie takes up her role as Principal Teacher/ASN Teacher on the 16th May.
Mrs Ana Arnett begins in nursery as Early Year’s Assistant for 2 days per week, replacing Mrs Carrie-Ann Bannister who is on maternity leave.

Family Lunches
P5 Family lunch has been rescheduled for the 20th April.
P6 Family Lunch is on the 26th April.
P7 Family Lunch is on the 25th May.

Letters will be sent to parents/guardians prior to the lunch to indicate attendance. 

Assemblies 
P1/2 will be sharing their learning with family and friends at an assembly on the 11th May.
The Nursery assembly will take place on the 8th June.

Confucius 
All of our classes will have a chance to work with Miss Yang, our Mandarin Teacher, this term.  She comes to Dunrossness on Monday mornings this term.  Initially she will be in the P5/6 and P6/7 classes but later in the term she will be working in the other classes, giving everyone the opportunity to experience some Mandarin.
RSPB – School Grounds Project
P6/7 will be planning for action on the 19th April.  This day will see Karen MacKelvie from the RSPB work with the class and staff to come up with ideas to develop an outdoor play/learning area.  The actual ACTION DAY is on the 16th May – we will be looking for lots of volunteers that day.  Further information will follow. 
Voar Redd-Up
Our classes will be venturing out in the local area in the coming weeks to take part in the Voar Redd Up. On the 27th April in the afternoon the whole school will be Redding-Up at Boddam.  Please ensure your child comes to school with appropriate clothing for gathering up rubbish. Hi-Vis vests and gloves will be supplied to all.  If you would like to be involved in any of these events, please let us know and we will try to give you as much notice of the appropriate class’s planned outing as we can, bearing in mind they will all be weather dependent.
Folk Festival
This year our nursery pupils will be going to enjoy a concert from some of the visiting artists on the 29th April.  Details will be sent out closer to the event. 
Co Get em Kid

P2/3 and P3/4/5 will go to Mareel to enjoy a funny high energy dance show on the 25th May.
Primary 7 
P7 have a busy term ahead!  They begin their taster sessions at Sandwick School on the 2nd May.   They go again on the 9th May and 19th May.  On the 9th and 10th June they have their full transition days. They also have days at Voxter with their peers from Cunningsburgh and Sandwick.  This is an excellent chance for them to meet their new classmates.

On the 6th May there is a disco in Sadwick School to help raise funds for the Loch Insh trip and to help those attending get to know one another better.

The trip to Loch Insh departs on the 12th June and return on the 18th June.  This has been very successful in previous years and we look forward to another fabulous trip.  More information to those attending will be coming soon.

The Leavers’ Assembly will be on the 29th June – Tissues at the ready!

Sport
On the 4th May there is a Hockey Festival in Brae.  
 Mrs J Smith has arranged a ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ Event at Dunrossness on the 10th May.  This is a national fundraising activity to raise money and awareness by the British Heart Foundation.   Feeder Sports Day is planned for the 23rd May at Sandwick School.  From this event, competitors for the County Sports on the 31st May will be chosen to represent the South Mainland.

Triangular Sports is on the 1st June.
Tesco Bank Football for chosen P1-3 players is on the 13th June.
School Sports Day will be held at Boddam Pitch, weather permitting, on the 21st June.
The annual Shetland Netball and Football event takes place on the 22nd June – more information when teams have been decided.

Music
On the 13th May from 1.30pm we will be showcasing the amazing talent from this year’s Primary Schools Music Festival.  The musicians from this year’s event will be invited to perform at a concert in school so friends and family can enjoy the wonderful music on offer. Friends and family are invited.

Primaries 6 and 7 will be working with the Scottish Opera again this year.  The theme is ‘Fever.’  The performance is on the 8th June with a practice on the 17th May.
New Entrants
There will be a meeting on the 8th June at 6.30pm for the parents on our new entrants into P1 in August.

The Nursery Graduation will be held on the 29th June at 9.15.

Transition
Transition Day will be on the 10th June, giving pupils an experience of their new classes for after the summer break.

Open Morning
Following on from the success of last year we will be holding our Open Morning on the 29th June after the Nursery Graduation and Leavers’ Assembly.   Friends and family are welcome from 11.30 until 12.45.
School Sunday Teas
This fundraising event organised by our Parent Council will be held on Sunday 8th May in the Bigton Hall. Further details will follow shortly. This has proven to be a highly successful event over the past few years and the Parent Council hope to repeat this success again this year. Information will follow shortly regarding helping and donations of baking, etc.

School Reports
School reports will be out this year on Friday 20th May.
Occasional Holidays 
We would like to remind you of the Occasional Holidays 

Friday 27th May 
Occasional Holiday. School closed for staff and pupils.

Monday 30th May 
Occasional Holiday. School closed for staff and pupils.

Term finishes for the Summer Holidays on Friday 1stJuly 2016 at 3.30pm and reopens for staff In-service training on Monday 15th August and for pupils on Wednesday 17th August 2016.
If you require any further information on any of the above or any other school matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school. 

Yours sincerely,

Andrea Henderson 
