


Minutes of the Dunrossness Parent Council meeting 
9th February r 2016
Dunrossness Primary School
Present:

Janine Johnson (Vice Chair)
Anna Mainland



Steven Bell 




Cheryl Geldenhuys



Janette Budge

Andrea Henderson (Head Teacher)
Wendy Hand (Clerk),

In Attendance:
George Smith, Tusleam Akhtar (Parent)
	1. Apologies:  Jayne Anderson (Chair/Treasurer), Billy Fox
2. Minutes from 9th February 2016:  Proposed by Janette Budge and seconded by Cheryl Geldenhuys. With following addition.
SIC delays with repairs to pool, issues around servicing and maintenance.

3. Matters Arising/Action Points: 

4. Head Teachers Report

See attached report. A question was raised regarding the total number on the role. Andrea advised 125 on the role with 25 per class with classes 1-2, 2-3, 4, 5-6, 6-7. If someone should join the school mid-year the classes would have to be re-arranged. It was agreed that the music festival had gone really well with children gaining confidence and enjoying the good vibe.
5. Financial Report

No report available as Jayne ill.
6. Play Area – The children had been to Whiteness School and liked the set up there. RSPB are now involved in working on something similar, with P7’s planning for an action day. This will be developed in the area outside the huts, with a climbing wall, seating made from logs, pipes with running water, logs for stepping stones, a house/shelter, bug hotel made out of apple crates and a log store for a habitat for other creatures. A hobbit hole is to be constructed made from large concrete pipes. Portable wigwams are also being made to be used anywhere in the area. Action day has been arranged for 16th May. 

Morrisons are to landscape the area at the back of the multi court, which will not be available to work on until later in the year.  Morrisons will come into school to talk with the children, around motivation to join the construction industry.
It was agreed to show at parents evening what has been done so far with funds raised, to engage parent further in fundraising.
7. School Comparison Project – Quality Improvement Framework next meeting to be held in June, nothing has happened since last meeting. It would be 2018/19 before any changes will be implemented. Steven stated that the heat was out of the debate until the new Anderson opens, when junior highs may again be under threat of closure. There will be ongoing reductions in resources etc. cuts will ultimately be made on schools estate.  It was felt that we will be having the same debate as was had two years ago, the arguments were based on financial issues and that people did not believe the figures presented. George Smith felt that time should be used to look at the positive impacts on education which s what this should be about. 
8. Parental Engagement – Parent Council surgeries have been tried throughout the day, bit maybe try different times of day. We could maybe link in with youth club times in the autumn. Recent parental questionnaires excellent response from nursey. It was felt that it would be a good start with nursery parents to keep them engaged as their children progress through the school.

More focus needed for fundraising including feeding back to parents what money used for. 
9. AOCB – 
· Swimming Pool – Delays to the repairs of the pool are currently with SIC. Issue with ongoing servicing which George Smith agreed to speak with Helen Budge about. There is currently an issue with transporting children and them having to wait around in-between session, losing classroom time.
· Andrea will put a tag on the blog for parent council minutes
· Cleaners – General cleanliness was felt to be poor. Andrea advised that they were currently two cleaners down and no relief. Parents felt that the parent council should send a letter regarding this.
Dates of Next Meeting:

The date for the next meeting to be held on 6th September AGM and General meeting at 8pm
All meetings take place at 8pm in the Dunrossness Primary School staff room and everyone is welcome to attend.
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