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Useful programmes, apps, extensions and tools to help pupils access the curriculum


1. Microsoft Lens screen reader works on a smart phone via the camera. It can read word documents/hand-outs that you photograph.
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Instructions are as follow:

1. Download to phone from the App Store or Google Play Store (free)
1. Open the app
1. Take a photo on your phone of the piece of print (or info on a whiteboard)
1. Crop the photo if you need to  then tap the “Done” button (bottom right corner)
1. In “Export to” select “Immersive Reader”

At this point you may need to sign into or create a Microsoft account (email address and password required).  A Glow email address and password can be used, but you may have your own Gmail or Microsoft account.

The print is then scanned and appears on the screen in Immersive Reader. Tap the play button at the bottom of the page to listen to the text.








1. Glow. Microsoft Office home 365.
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This on-line version of Word has a fast and really quite accurate speech-to-text function. 

Log in to Glow. The Office 365 tile will be on the Launch Pad. Select Word from the Office apps:

[image: ]


It also has a text-to speech reader in the View tab (called Immersive Reader):
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1. Open Dyslexic font extension for Chrome. This can be added to any computer as long as you use the Chrome browser (and you have signed into Google). This font makes text much easier to read for almost all readers. 

Go to Settings (three dots on the top right of Chrome search bar) – More tools - Extensions – Click on Extensions main menu - Open Chrome Web Store and add.

Unfortunately Dyslexic font is not available in Word, but is available as a font option on Amazon kindles (monochrome).
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1. Read Aloud – Again an extension that works in the Chrome web browser. 

Go to Settings (three dots on the top right of Chrome search bar) – More tools - Extensions – Click on Extensions main menu - Open Chrome Web Store and add.
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1. If you are having trouble with logging into Glow or don’t have Microsoft Word on a computer try Google docs (Google’s version of Word). This also has speech-to-text.

Click Tools, then Voice Typing to enable. After finishing speaking click the microphone off so it starts typing – a bit like a walkie-talkie.  
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1. Blank Slate (blankslate.io) is a useful and quick to open writable blank web page. 

Using the Chrome browser text can then be copied from a Word document/internet so you can use Open Dyslexic font and/or Read Aloud.
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