[image: image1.jpg]


Bell’s Brae Primary School

Literacy and English Policy – June 2017
Extended Writing – appendix 1
	Extended Writing

	In Bell’s Brae, every pupil is provided with regular opportunities to express themselves through extended writing. Extended writing can be functional or imaginative; for example, reports, letters, stories, recounts, poems etc. Writing experiences should be:

· Relevant – linked to current topics/events and experiences

· Stimulating – using a wide variety of resources ie media, visual prompts etc

· Personalised – pupils should have regular opportunities to make their own choices regarding subject/theme and format




	Expectations for high quality writing lessons at Bell’s Brae

	· Lessons should be well planned; relevant to pupils, building from an interesting stimulus and using predetermined assessment strategies. (Teacher, peer and self assessment)

· Learning intentions and success criteria shared with learners

· Learners are aware of their audience, where applicable

· Teachers will regularly model good practice

· Provide opportunities for planning extended writing

· Teachers will encourage learners to consider elements of VCOP during all writing lessons 

· Teachers will use quality feedback to inform next steps in learning

· Learners should be given the opportunity to produce at least one extended piece of writing per week. Teachers must ensure there is a balance of genres throughout the term and over the school year. 

· Learners are given the opportunity to celebrate their successes in writing, through assemblies, “Learner Led” events, class and school displays, school website etc


	VCOP

	VCOP is used in Bell’s Brae as a structure to enrich pupil writing. VCOP is an acronym which stands for:

Vocabulary 

Writers  are encouraged to find and explore more interesting words to use in their writing.

Connectives 

Writers are introduced to, and encouraged to adopt, a variety of connectives (conjunctions and other types of joining words) to help to lengthen and add more detail to a sentence.

Openers 

 Writers are introduced to, and encouraged to adopt, a range of different ways to start a sentence in order to make it more varied and interesting for the reader. 
Punctuation
Writers are encouraged to expand their use of a variety of punctuation, and attempt to “uplevel” when possible. 


