The Story of  Sinclair Thomson, the 'Shetland Apostle'
In 1784, at Scarvister in the Shetland Isles,
A fine, peerie  baby  boy  was  born,
He was one of  seven sons, and three daughters too,
Wrapped up in a cradle all cosy and warm.
He was called Sinclair Thomson.
From a poor crofting  family  young Sinclair came,
Like his father, worked hard on the land.
By  the age  of  fourteen he could read and write well,
'Most things he could understand -
But what would his future bring?
At age seventeen, to the sea he felt drawn,
Sinclair sailed on a fine whaling ship.
On board or on shore,  he fiddled all night long,
Aged twenty, he decided to settle down,
 When he married young Agnes Laurenson.
They moved down to Spiggie, where they worked on their croft,
And Sinclair  fished now and then,
But when led astray, he helped a smuggler ship,
And piloted her safely ashore.
He was paid for his work in strong drink!
'Though arrested and fined,  Sinclair cared not a thought,
And he sold strong drink  from his home.
He played  fiddle at dances and earned quite a lot.
But, despite his wrong choices,  he was well-liked,
And he served as  precentor at kirk.
Being  thirsty  while walking to church one day,
Sinclair entered  a home  for a drink.
When he talked to the lady about her own faith,
She gave him a booklet to read,
What he learned made him stop and think.
His service as precentor had to end
When Sinclair was baptised in the Spiggie Loch.
Then close by, at the beach, in a  stone-built store
Along withn his schoolmaster friend,
He started the first Baptist  church.
It was there Spiggie Baptist Church began,
And Sinclair baptised those who came along.
Many  worshipped just near to the shore -
On Sundays,  50, then 100, then 200 people came,
With many standing outside the door!
Not far away a bigger church was begun,
His own family grew larger too.
Sinclair and Agnes had two daughters and five sons -
Anthony, a weaver, Robert a jewellery-maker,  
And in America,  James was a captain true.
Sinclair would walk for many a mile,
He was a brave and determined man!
He would row to the Skerries while fishing
To visit and strengthen the work he'd began -
Five Baptist churches in total, some built with his own hands!
Sinclair Thomson, the 'Shetland Apostle', made many a friend,
But over eighty years old, his life came to an end.
Two centuries later, in the Shetland Isles,
Especially in Dunrossness, where he'd made his home,
Sinclair Thomson's memory still lives on.
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