
Head Teacher’s Report to Parent Council      02.05.16
School Roll. Our current school roll is 117 children in the Primary and 18 children in Nursery or our Early Learning and Childcare Unit (7 and 12). After summer, with the movements of families in and out of the area that we are currently aware of, we will have 25 in ELCC and 111 in the school. We will remain at 5 teachers this year but once again there will be composite classes. Classes will be split according to the age of the children but will also take account of gender. Information about classes will come out later this month.  
New Name for Nursery.

We had asked parents and pupils to come up with a new name for nursery but no decision was made.  We will make a final plea to see if we can decide!  
Staffing Changes.

The NOOSC play support worker remains vacant as the OOSC provision across Shetland is up for review and recruitment is on hold. 
Leona Smith begins maternity leave on the 20th May.  Interviews for her replacement are on the 9th May.  Ana Arnett was successful at interview for the position of Early Years Assistant, covering Carrie-Ann Bannister’s Maternity.  Amy Colvin’s post for 2 days Early Years Assistant has now been advertised as is Stacey Sandison’s learning support worker role. 
Transition

This year we have P7 pupils transferring to Sandwick Junior High and some straight to AHS. The P7s have also completed their first taster session at Sandwick this week and have come back very positive.  The transition events for begin later this month.  Pupil Support staff from Sandwick and two former pupils have visited our P7s and an enhanced transition visit has taken place for some of our pupils too. 

The Primary 7s have two more taster sessions, a Voxter day and a number of cluster sporting events.  The transition reports and pupil profiles are being compiled at the moment, ready for passing on with the class.  
Our internal Transiton day will occur on Friday 10th June.  Primary 7 have two full days at Sandwick on the 9th and 10th June.  Our new entrants meeting for parents of children starting Primary 1 will be on the 8th June.  
Parental Involvement

Parent of Primary 4, 5 and Primary 6 pupils have been in to enjoy lunch with their children.  P7 parents are invited on the 25th May.  These lunches are very successful and we will continue this next session.  The class assemblies have been very well attended again this year.  P1/2 is hosting their assembly on the 11th May and Nursery will share some of their learning with family and friends on the 8th June.  Parents’ Evenings were very well attended at the end of March and end of year reports are due out on the 20th May.  

Mrs Graydon continues to lead a Book Bug session each month in our school library.  These have been very well attended and we would like to continue to build on this success.  Encouraging early reading is very important to us all here at school. 
Visits and Visitors.

All our classes had the opportunity to try Zumba with Mandy Lindsay this term.  There was some good feedback and some pupils chose to go to a club in the Easter Holidays.  
Primary 5/6 had a visit from Izzy Swanson who transformed their classroom into a Victorian School room.  This was a really popular activity, although they all preferred education in 2016!

Mr Rose has again worked with classes to support their learning in a variety of topics

Childsmile have visited to work with nursery to Primary 4 on tooth brushing and improving oral health. 

Various agencies including Social Work, Speech and Language, Health Visitors, Hearing Impairment teacher, Educational Psychologist and Women’s aid have worked closely with us to support various pupils and their families. 

Primary 6 and 7 enjoyed trips to Quendale farm as part of the ongoing work with Crofting Connections and Sex Education programmes.  Thank you to Mrs Hillary Burgess and all at Quendale Farm for the excellent, informative visits.  

We were once more delighted to be part of SMUHA.  Prior to the event there were a number of our pupils’ designs chosen for the shields on the galley.  Those shield makers were able to visit the galley shed to view the galley and their handiwork.  Scott Lobban also provided us with his Saga and a sticker for each child.  We appreciated the attention to detail and the involvement of the children.  On SMUHA dayThe Junior Jarl, Sam Smith, and his Star Wars inspired squad led the festivities in the morning, cumulating in the burning of our peerie galley.  The afternoon saw lots of friends and family attend the school to enjoy our P4-7 Squad Acts and the visit from the Jarl Squad.  
Mrs Ruth Christie and Mrs Fiona Byrne McCombie have continued to develop the afterschool netball club.  The team have also attended Primary Netball League fixtures.  We would like to thank them both for their commitment.  Without volunteers, running clubs would prove very difficult.  
The Voar Redd at Boddam was completed on Wednesday 27th April.  There was less rubbish than last year which was good to see.  All classes have gone out individually too to other areas surrounding the school.  

We had a very successful Music Festival this year.  There is a chance to see all entries again on the 13th May.  

The Readathon brought in an amazing amount and the children and teachers all enjoyed it.  We will repeat next year without the sponsorship element. 

There are various trips, outings and visitors in the diary for the rest of the term.  Details can be found in the ‘What’s On’ section of the school blog.  
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