
 

Advanced Higher                               
     Modern Languages: 

   
French                             Spanish 

 

Advanced Higher: The Last Frontier… 

 

The ability to speak another language makes you stand out from the crowd and employers 
recognise that the skills you have developed to learn one language make it easier for you to learn 
other languages.  
 
Many universities and colleges offer modern language modules alongside other degree courses, 
while careers in teaching, journalism, business and the media, among many others, value modern 
language qualifications. 
 

You may choose to use your languages to travel, or to live and work abroad. 
The world is your oyster! 
 

The Advanced Higher course is intended as the final step from Higher to university, therefore it is 

expected that you will work more independently with less teacher input, while at the same time the 

level of complexity and sophistication in the language you will use will increase. This is an extract from 

the SQA about the course: 

 

“For Advanced Higher Courses, a significant amount of learning may be self- directed, and may 

require learners to demonstrate a more mature approach to learning and the ability to work on 

their own initiative.” 

 

Aim to immerse yourself in Spanish as much as possible by reading for pleasure (newspaper articles, 

poetry, short stories); listening for pleasure (radio, film, etc), as well as finding out as much as you can 

about elements of history and current affairs that interest you. All of this will benefit you through this 

course. 

 

Teaching methods – What skills will I develop? 
▪ You will have access to a variety of up-to-date paper and digital resources, including the 

Internet, to support and inform your learning.  You will develop your reading, listening, writing 
and talking skills through a variety of differentiated and stimulating activities which will require 
you to work independently, in pairs and as part of a group.   
 

• You will further develop your understanding of the written and spoken language, and in 
particular your ability to use the language to express yourself independently and flexibly. You will 
deepen your understanding of lifestyle and culture in countries where the language is spoken. 

 

 
 
 



COURSE OVERVIEW (2021-2022) 
 
The content of the course will cover four main real-life contexts: 

• Society 

• Learning 

• Employability 

• Culture 

 
The course is made up of a final course assessment and a Portfolio 
 
Students will be given assessments throughout the year in each of the four main skill areas 
(talking, writing, reading and listening) in order to prepare for the exam.  
 
The final course assessment consists of: 

• 2 written papers 

• A performance (talking) 

• A portfolio  

Paper 1 1hour 
 30 mins 

Reading 30 marks 1 text of approx. 650 words.  
Questions & answers in English 
Dictionary allowed 
 

Translation 20 marks Dictionary allowed. 
 

Paper 2 1 hour  
20 mins 

Listening 
 

30 marks Monologue (10 marks) 
Conversation (20 marks) 
Both recordings linked to same context  
Dictionary allowed 
 

Discursive 
Essay 

40 marks Choice of essay questions based on  
250 words in the target language. 
Dictionary allowed. 

Performance 20 mins Talking 50 marks Conversation with external assessor on 
Specialist Study Unit and topics from at least 
one context. 
 

Portfolio Own 
time 

Research 
based 
essay 

30 marks 1200-1500 words in English based on a text 
or film you have studied in the target 
language. 

 

 
Homework 
You will be expected to learn vocabulary, phrases and grammar structures on a regular basis in 
order to improve your knowledge and understanding. In addition, there will be regular written 
homework to consolidate classwork and prepare for talking and writing activities and assessments. 
 
You will be issued with printed and digital resources on your iPad for use in class, homework and 
revision.    

 
Parts of the course will use the Scholar on-line course, which you will be expected to access at 
home and/or in school. 

 
Costs: 

Purchase of bi-lingual dictionary for use at home if you do not already have one. 


