
Clovenfords Parent Council 

Minutes of the Meeting 

Date 7 November 2022 

Location Online via Teams Meeting 

 

 

1. Attendance Action 

 Committee: Katie Finlay (Chair), Caroline Myles, Isla Young, Ashley 

Sharp. 

School: Alison Saxon, Jennifer Skinner 

Parents: Karen Seaton, Leann Wilson, Sam Kellock, Julie Decoteau, 

Alison Lowrie, Lynn Bertram, Maggie 

Council: Kenny Harrow, Localities Development Officer 

 

2. Apologies Received  

 Apologies were received by Fiona Bayne. 

 

 

3. Approval of previous minutes  

 Approved. 

 

 

4. Matters arising from previous minutes  

 Report prior to the meeting from Fiona Bayne re P7 Hoodies:  

All of the P7 children have now been measured for their 
leavers’ hoodies. Mrs Saxon has indicated that this 
information and design details will be sent to me soon, 
and we can proceed with the order. After some price 
comparisons it was decided to go with last year’s 
supplier, DH Design, based in Kelso. They require pro 
forma payment, and Isla will organise a cheque, as bank 
transfer is not currently possible. The turnaround time is 
2-3 weeks once the order is placed.  

 
Nothing else that won’t already be covered in Agenda. 

 

 

 

FB 

5. Financial Report  

 ● Sitting with £2,698 in bank; £1,817 restricted to Julie’s 

Kitchen.  

● Still need to look into the Julie’s Kitchen grant to see what the 

details and status is. Potentially consider a greenhouse, so Isla 

will review. 

● Didn’t receive the SBC Annual Parent Council Grant, so 

down £215 this FY. 

● First Used Uniform shop and people left donations of £24.  

● Around £400 going out since June. Mostly ice cream for end 

of term and Creepy Cloven competition prices. 
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● Hoodies coming out soon because need to be pre-paid. Will 

follow up with FB re cost. 

 

6. Headteacher Report  

 Health and Wellbeing focus  

● Groups currently running for targeted children but will open 

up wider in future.  

 

Began developing school aims this session.  

● Have started with Nurture and what that means  

● Will all be changed to reflect children’s voice. 

 

Advertising for new EY Officer – live.  

● Agreed to get something for Mrs Johnston from PC. She is 

already away but will get something organised. 

 

Website is now live.  

● PC section – can share minutes going forward.  

● Open to feedback and ideas for how to develop further. 

 

Showbie  

● Almost all children have parents attached to profiles.  

● LW – any more training sessions for parents who weren’t able 

to attend previously? School will have notice/questions board 

for the Parent Consultations. Can also ask teachers.  

● SK – feedback is very positive, really enjoying the video and 

audio. 

 

Parent Consultations  

● Majority of parents are signed up. Any families do have 

option for PC or online meeting.  

 

P7 leaders enjoying new badges 

● These will be passed on to next class. 

 

Library volunteers 

● Many thanks for help and those coming back on 8th 

 

Reading folders 

● Lots of money and not being used much by P3. Need to 

consider the purpose, investment and value. £6/bag x26. 
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● Wider opinions gathered; Nursery parents ASharp and LB 

stated didn’t think it is valuable investment and happy to not 

get going forward. 

 

 

Participatory budgeting  

● Asking children about what/how would improve the school 

and can then use PEF funds for that. 

● This has currently gone to Nurture Teacher, but there is more 

to be used and can go further.  

 

Christmas cards  

● Awaiting proofs and parents will then order by 18th 

November.  

● Potential for extension if it gets too close. 

 

Council support 

● KH – SBC has some funding opportunities for people and 

groups who need hardship grants or funds due to cost of living 

crisis. Council website is best way to access information and 

how to apply. JS can add links to the new website. Amy 

Alcorn, Greenspace Officer, would also be keen to be 

involved and support with the gardening projects / 

greenhouse. 

 

AS/JS 
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7. Used Uniform Shop  

 ● Had the first Drop In opening on 21st October and went well.  

● Not expecting money or donations, but 24 was raised. 

● AL – parents asking about spare Winter coats, Halloween 

costumes, Christmas jumpers/pyjamas and etc., to see if they 

can be donated to be passed on as well. AS – there is space 

available to grow. All agreed similar items would be good 

idea. Can put more messages and call for donations on social 

media, website and class chats.  

● SK – parents may feel stigma around the drop-in shops. AS – 

please encourage the sustainability message to promote that as 

a reason to use the service. Also, any one is welcome to speak 

to school / reception staff when they are in to see what is 

available.  

● KF – also have a spreadsheet with stock information that 

could be shared.  

● Open for ideas for names and promotion. 
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8. Kenny Harrow  



 Neighbourhood Support Fund  

● Since 2015 – local communities have more say in how local 

funding is spent.  

● Peebles HS pilot - £9k in pot; went to children to ask for 

ideas, then had full school voting day.  

● Parent Councils can apply for funding.  

● AS discussed that this is completely open at this point and can 

develop in many different ways. 

● KF – playground improvement as possibility and use voting to 

decide what most valuable investment. 

● Agreed in principle to progress with 

discussions/consultations/application.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS  

9. Community Council Update  

 ● Christmas carolling arranged for 19th December 

● Ongoing discussions and progress re plans for the football 

pitch, following community consultation at the village fair; 

will keep PC updated 

● CC will also have some resources and funding for cost-of-

living crisis and hardship through Council’s Resilient 

Communities project; will let PC know when have details of 

that and how to apply 

● Looking to do a feasibility study to potentially begin a 

Community Benefit initiative to look at renewable energy 

options for Clovenfords. 

● Will tell CC about PC Christmas Fair and ask to put poster on 

noticeboard.  

● KF asks to feedback to CC that we did contact CAT support 

or information re Halloween anti-social behaviour but didn’t 

hear back; attendees weren’t aware of any issues that 

happened this year. 
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10. Christmas Fair  

 ● 14 stallholders and donations for raffle getting organised. 

Capacity for this and perhaps couple more.  

● Volunteers needed – Raffle, set-up, greeters, support 

classroom stalls, flyers with map of stalls. Selling 

coffee/tea/baked goods. Put to Class Reps chat to breakdown 

roles and times, then ask in class chats 

● ASharp has raffle books. 

● SK – could PC have a stall to make some more pennies? Will 

send ideas. 

● Getting flyers made and people can put up locally. 

● KS – could do flyer drop. 

● Any printing can be done through school. 

 

 

 

ASharp 
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● Welcome to have local people or elderly people who may 

want a cup of tea and a chat – can change flyer wording to 

reflect this. 

 

KF 

11. After school club  

 ● Meeting with Schools Out Peebles last Friday. 

● School Inspectorate this month and get feedback.  

● Start over Easter holidays and then, then full time from new 

school term. 

● They will have stall at the Christmas Fair to give people 

information and answer questions. 

 

 

12. Fundraising  

 ASDA Green Token Giving 

● KF submitting application soon. 

 

Christmas movie afternoon  

● Agreed for 9th December  

● £2 per child 

● Parents collect at 1:30pm 

 

Fundraising group and meetings out with PC meetings 

 

 

 

13. Class Reps feedback  

 LW P6  
● Christmas shows P3-7 only in evening. Parents could come 

to dress rehearsal?  

 
Christmas gifts 

● Feedback that some children didn’t like last gift.  

● KF – could we put to parent forum, with few ideas and info on 

budget?  

● Discussion around whether a gift is necessary at all. CM – not 

every school gives a Christmas gift. 

●  Budget is only around £3/child – could £170 be better spent 

than small individual toy for each child? Consider a gift for 

each class. Get feedback through Reps and then decide if 

need to be wider reach for consultation on this.  

 

AS 
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14.  AOCB  

 ● KS: Mrs Davy – best wishes to her, kids are missing. Mrs 

Wilson is covering for Mrs Davy. 

AS 

15. Date of next meeting  

 30th Jan 2023.  
 


