‘Two Campers in Cloud Country (Rock Lake, Canada)’
Overview

· Poem plunges deeply into landscape’s overpowering effect on the poet. She is overwhelmed by the landscape.

· Plath wants to be part of something real, rather than artificial or manmade. Speaker sees human world as artificial and monotonous and seeks an escape from this sense of order. 
Form

· Uniformity of the stanzas perhaps convey how she feels at peace.

Stanza One

1. Word Choice – ‘neither measure nor balance’ -  measure/ balance signifies the human means of imposing on nature and the environment.  With ‘neither measure nor balance’ there is a lack of control and something more free. The fact that cannot specifically quantify whether ‘measure’ or ‘balance’  conveys that she isn’t quite in control as she cannot immediately define what she means. Makes clear that what makes nature so powerful is the idea that it cannot be quantified or controlled.
2. Lack of punctuation – ‘neither measure nor balance’ – suggests a lack of order and a lack of formalised structure.

3. Word Choice ‘ balance…to redress the dominance of rocks and woods’ – there is no balance here because nature is the dominant force with nothing to hold it back.

4. Word Choice – ‘man-shaming clouds’  -suggests that nothing created by man can be as beautiful or as significant as the natural world.  Introduces idea of SUBLIME. Nature is superior to the man made world. 
Stanza Two

5. Word Choice – ‘No gesture of yours or mine could catch their attention’ – again the idea of the SUBLIME is suggested – she is insignificant here.  She and her travelling companion are ignored by the natural environment around them. This is because in relation to nature they are inferior beings.
6. Word Choice – ‘No word make them carry water or fire the kindling’ – realisation that she and her companion need to work out how to survive alone.  Nature will not provide a crutch.

7. Tone – ‘like local trolls in the spell of a superior being’ – self-derogatory tone.  Again idea of the SUBLIME with the mention once again of nature’s superiority.

Stanza Three

8. Tone – ‘Well, one’ – tone becomes incredibly formal here.  Use of ‘one’ suggests a formality and once again creates further division between her and the civilised urban environment she has travelled from. Word Choice – ‘wearies of the Public Gardens’ – reveals her motivation for journeying to where she now  is.  Desire to be somewhere less crowded, less civilised, more simplistic.

9. Word Choice –‘one wants a vacation where trees and clouds and animals pay no notice’ – idea that she longs for isolation and rejection.  Does speaker perhaps see isolation as peaceful?
10. Imagery  -‘labeled elms’ – the city’s idea of nature.  Identification and label seen as a negative impact.  

11. Alliteration – ‘tame tea-roses’ – again suggestion that even examples of natural flowers are no longer as free within an urban environment  as they would be in their natural environment.  They have been ‘tamed’ and are under the control of humans who control them and get them to grow the way humans want them to, rather than following their natural instinct.  Cleverly this use of Alliteration  reflects the ‘proper’ roses through enunciation. 

12. Imagery and Alliteration together – ‘Away from the labelled elms, the tame tea-roses’ – suggests that she wants to be away from an environment where everything is under control, busy and ordered. Does she long for a freedom that a natural environment would bring? Suggestion that a city can only attempt to mimic or recreate a natural environment. Speaker longs to be ignored and escape the order of the human world. Speaker sees human world as artificial and monotonous.
Stanza Four

13. Word Choice – ‘It took three days of driving’ – emphasises size and scale of natural landscape.

14. Personification – ‘The polite skies over Boston couldn’t possibly accommodate’ – city personified.  Therefore presented as civilised, manmade and repressed. Nature is too pure to be found somewhere like the city. 
15. Imagery – ‘Here on the last frontier’  - expands the idea that humanity is trying to dominate nature.  ‘last’ – this is one of the few places left free from human interference.  Humans have dominated other parts of the natural world, this is the only place left untouched by humans.
16. Alliteration – ‘big, brash spirit’ – alliteration of ‘b’ / hard sound, reflects the strength and boldness of the natural environment.

Stanza Five

17. Simile – ‘The horizons are too far off to be chummy as uncles’ – again emphasises scale and size of the natural environment she finds herself in.  Further suggests a lack of connection. Idea that something the speaker seeks to reach, but cannot. She is rejected here.
18.  Word Choice – ‘The colors assert themselves’ – idea of the overwhelming power of the natural environment, even the colours are powerful and bold. ‘Assert’ once again suggests dominance.

19. Word Choice – ‘with a sort of vengeance’ – does this suggest that nature understands the negative impact of humanity?  Idea that Nature fights back against the interference of humans as though it understands the negative impact humans impose.
20. Assonance / Connotation  – ‘huge splurge’ – colours on the horizon.  Assonance echoes and suggests the vastness of the natural landscape in front of her eyes. ‘Splurge’ has connotations of the luxuriousness of nature, worth beyond anything in the human world.
Stanza Six

21. Imagery – ‘one giant step’ – suggests vastness, giant-like, sense of power.
22. Word Choice – ‘It’s comfortable, for a change, to mean so little’ – again develops the idea of the SUBLIME. Speaker is taking pleasure in how small she is amongst the boldness of nature; by leaving everything behind, she leaves her worries and pressures.  The insignificance of man is perfectly  emphasised here.

23.  Word Choice – ‘These rocks offer no purchase to herbage or people: - idea that they are too rugged to be of any use for pasture  or any other human purpose. This landscape is so powerful that it will not allow itself to be taken advantage of.
Stanza Seven

24. Metaphor – ‘They are conceiving a dynasty of perfect cold’ – conveys the power of the mountains.  Connotations of ‘dynasty’.  Idea that they are powerful and endure.  The fact that they are consistently left alone by humans and unlike the ‘labeled elms’ and the ‘tame tea-roses’ are not tainted through contact with civilisation, renders them untouched and  therefore ‘perfect’.

25. Word Choice – ‘In a month we’ll wonder what plates and forks are for’ – provides a clear sense of the power of nature.  Being surrounded by nature will make the speaker and her companion forget civilisation and its mannerisms. The natural world will force them to become accustomed to their surroundings.  Sense that the natural world will have the power to mould people in this way. 
26. Word Choice / Tone – ‘I lean to you’ – change in tone from previous tone of wonder and enjoyment. 
27. Simile – ‘numb as a fossil’  - idea that speaker is trying to align herself to become part of the earth and the ground beneath her. She attempts to turn herself into a part of the earth/ landscape as she sees this landscape, as being something admirable and superior to humans.
28. Word Choice – “Tell me I’m here’ -  Is speaker looking for reassurance?  Does she wonder if she is no longer noticed amidst the wonder of the natural world? Or is the natural world so overpowering and so different from what she is used to that she wonders if it is actually real?

Stanza Eight

29. Word Choice – ‘The Pilgrims and Indians might never have happened’ – reference to American and human history.  Brutal part of human history – something that nature would not have played a role in.   Emphasises the purity of nature compared to the brutality/ harshness of humans. Idea that the power of this setting can make us forget everything that has made up the civilised world.  Clearly emphasises that nature is far more powerful than humanity.

30. Simile  / Alliteration / Personification – ‘Planets pulse in the lake like bright amoebas’ – sense that everything seems small and close. ‘Pulse’ suggests that the surroundings are alive and magical.

31. Personification – ‘The pines blot our voices up in their latest sighs’ – again suggests that nature is by far the more dominant force rather than humanity. 

Stanza Nine

32. Alliteration / Sibilance – ‘old simplicities sough’ – ‘sough’ moaning as if made by wind in trees or sea.  Idea of a rustling sound.
33. Imagery – “sleepily as Lethe’ – one of the rivers of Hell, where all who drink from it forget their earthly sins. Greek spirit of forgetfulness, oblivion and concealment.  Idea that being surrounded by the world of nature has made her forget civilisation. She has found comfort and refuge in the calming wilderness.
34. Alliteration – ‘We’ll wake blank-brained’ –  emphasises idea that the lack of civilisation has freed the speaker of her insecurities and worries. She has reverted back to primal instinct and has begun to lose herself in nature.

35. Simile – “We’ll wake blank-brained as water in the dawn’  - idea of 
dissolution of self.  Suggestion that she has become clear minded. ‘Water in the dawn’ – suggestion of purity and re-birth.
