‘Havisham”
1. Havisham -   Effective title. Dickens’ character is Miss Havisham, but the title of the poem is simply “Havisham”. The implication here could be that the pain of spinsterhood is so great that the title “Miss” needs to obliterated, as it serves as a torturous reminder of the speaker’s unmarried state. Title therefore reveals her self-loathing and bitterness at being denied the epithet of ‘Mrs’  and being forced to live the remainder of her life as a spinster.
Stanza One:  entire stanza is a kind of curse detailing the extent of her hatred towards her former fiancé and the fact she wants him dead.

2. ‘Beloved sweetheart bastard’  - OXYMORON / CONTRAST suggests love and hate – her contrasting feelings for her fiancé.  Order suggests order of events.  First she loved him enough to marry him and then when he jilted her, she hated him.  Duffy is interested in the combination of desire and hatred. Poem begins as if addressed to the jilting bridegroom.  It does not continue in this direct address – by the end of the poem, the male figure will have become a male corpse – idea of any male generalised. Teaching Point - While Paradox is a statement or a group of statements, oxymoron is a combination of two contradictory terms. Paradox is apparently a true statement leads to a situation that defies intuition. Paradox consists of a whole sentence. Oxymoron on the other hand comes with only two words that contradicts itself.
3. Punctuation – full stop immediately after ‘bastard’, draws attention to the minor sentence emphasising both the description (swear word) and her feelings for him.

4. Alliteration of the plosive ‘b’ sound – ‘Beloved…bastard’ – suggests words are being spat out aggressively.  Creates bitter tone that runs throughout the poem.
5. Word Choice / Negation  / Inversion– “Not a day since then’ – shows she has spent all her days with her mind focused on vengeance. Highlights her longstanding desire for revenge. Inversion emphasises her strongly negative feelings.  Hatred has consumed her and she is committed to hurting him.
6. Word Choice ‘Then’ – the day itself – i.e. her wedding day.

7. Word Choice – ‘I haven’t wished him dead’ – emphasises extent of her hatred towards him and what he has caused her to become. ‘Wished’ conveys intensity of her hatred – she strongly desires his demise.
8. Sound / Irony – harsh ‘p’ and ‘d’ of ‘prayed’ emphasises bitter tone.  Irony – ‘prayed’ – normally someone would seek divine intervention to secure a positive outcome, but here Havisham is asking for God’s help to exact revenge on the man who jilted her.
9. Word Choice – ‘so hard’ – shows extent of her hatred and how she wishes him dead.

10. Metaphor / Connotation – ‘dark green pebbles’ – Eyes have become small and fragile as she has been in darkness praying with her eyes closed for many years.  Green has connotations of envy Her eyes are like stones (i.e. her soul within has died after holding so much resentment and hate within herself). ‘pebbles’ – has connotations that her eyes (the windows to her soul) are hard and dead as a consequence of being jilted. Her hard dead eyes reflect her hard, cruel nature and her violent emotions.  

11. Metaphor – ‘ropes’ – 1. shows she has aged as her hands are covered in veins.  2. suggests the hardening of Miss Havisham’s personality. Rope is a coarse material that can cause a friction burn. This might indicate that Havisham is capable of inflicting pain. 3. Moreover, rope is formed from twisted hemp, which complements Havisham’s twisted personality.         
12. Word Choice – ‘Strangle’ - ‘continues the violent tone established with “wished him dead”. Once again suggests violence and fact she is a malicious person who wishes her ex fiancé harm. Underlines the extent of Havisham’s murderous desire for revenge. Reference to ‘Great Expectations’ when Estella’s mother strangled a rival.
13. Alliteration – ‘day’ / ‘dead’ / dark’ – emphasises almost all Havisham’s days were dark and dreary as she obsessed about wishing her ex-fiance dead. Single syllable words emphasise dark mood of poem.
Stanza Two – she presents herself as the victim. She feels a wrong has been done to her and she is determined to extract revenge.  IRONY is that her determination for vengeance is self destructive and only makes her pain worse.
1. Single word sentence  / Positioning  - ‘Spinster’ – reflects her bitterness, almost spat out in distaste and emphasises her isolation.  Negative Connotations. The word, like Havisham herself, is isolated and alone.  Emphasises how society views her. (Spinsters in Victorian England were often isolated). 

2. Word Choice – ‘Stink’ – she smells physically bad as she has never takes the wedding dress off, but allows it to turn yellow and decay on her body.  Teaching point - SIBILANCE – ‘Spinster’ / ‘Stink’ - produced by the repetition of first consonant sounds in the words, generally the first one or two letters such as in “A big bully beats a baby boy.” However, sibilance is also a specific type of alliteration that uses the soft consonants. In sibilance, the sibilant or hissing sounds are created. These soft consonants are s with sh, and ch, th including three others such as z, x, f and softer c. For instance, “Sing a Song of Sixpence” is a title of a famous nursery rhyme which can be considered as one of the good examples of sibilance. Most of the time in poetry, ‘s’ is the sibilant sound.
3. Word Choice /Sentence structure– ‘remember’ – the rejection by her fiancé. She is fixated on the past and cannot move on with her life; she is haunted by the way in which she has been wronged. Short sentence of ‘I stink and remember’ – to show how little she now does.  Emphasises that she no longer cares for her appearance as she spends all her time dwelling on her meemories.
4. Word Choice – ‘whole days in bed ’ – shows the extent of her despair. Her whole life is now consumed by thinking about this one event. Idea of inert with grief; she cannot find the motivation to move on with her life.         
5. Metaphor – ‘Cawing’  - crow’s whistle. 1. Crow sound is seen as ugly and unwelcome.  Suggests the sound she is making is harsh and ugly., symbolising her anguish. 2. By likening her to an animal, Duffy is perhaps suggesting that Havisham has been dehumanised by her grief, which is echoed by the murderous fantasies she has about her former love.      
6. Onomatopoeia – ‘Nooooo’ – elongated vowel sound - emphasises Havisham’s distressed howl and underlines the depth of her despair. Howling sound ties in perfectly with the animal imagery.

7. Imagery – ‘the dress yellowing’ –indicative of decay as time passes. Literally, time has turned the dress from from white to yellow; metaphorically, Havisham’s personality has also decayed as she has become increasingly bitter over time.  

8. Word Choice – ‘slewed’ – To slew is to turn or slide violently or uncontrollably. This may suggest that Havisham, angered by the devastating impact of time and despair on her appearance, has thrown the mirror aside or attempted to smash it.  
9. Word Choice -  ‘trembling’ if I open the wardrobe -  Havisham seems to be scared at the prospect of seeing her withered and dishevelled appearance in the mirror.  Perhaps she is frightened of looking in the mirror and seeing what she has become.

10. Word Order – ‘her, myself, who did this?’ – ‘her’ conveys that Havisham  refers to herself in the third person. This suggests that she doesn’t recognise the decaying figure before her. It is almost as if she refuses to acknowledge the aged spinster reflected in the mirror as herself / she can’t recognise herself in the mirror anymore as she has been so adversely affected by being jilted at the altar. ‘Who did this’ – shows she presents herself as a victim.
Stanza Three –the completion of the question in the enjambment between stanzas two and three reinforces the continuation of her suffering.
1. Enjambment – ‘to me?’ – reflects Havisham’s own distress and fact she still sees herself as the victim. Use of enjambment  - it could be argued that this reflects the restless, frenzied nature of Havisham’s disturbed mind. 
2. Connotation – ‘Puce Curses ‘ – puce is a dark, reddish brown. This bloody imagery is commensurate with Havisham’s desire to kill her former fiance. ‘Puce’ has connotations of disease and fever. Suggests the unsavoury language she is using. curses” – trying to invoke a supernatural power to inflict punishment on her fiance. Alternatively, “curses” could refer to the use of expletives, which would underline the rage she feels for the man who jilted her.                

3. Word Choice – ‘sounds not words’ -  emphasises she is so full of anger and hatred that she cannot speak words and can only make sounds.  Suggests that she has become inarticulate with rage. Rage is now her only mode of communication. Her mental decline seems to have a negative impact on her linguistic ability, an idea which is revisited in the poem’s final line. This phrase also complements the animal imagery, as like Havisham here, they too are capable only of articulating “sounds not words”.         
4. Word Choice – ‘some nights better’ – indicates that not all her life is bad, especially when she is dreaming of making love to her ex-fiance.  Despite her resentment towards her former fiancé, Miss Havisham seems to gain some respite from her anguished mind when she dreams of making love to him.  
5. Imagery – ‘the lost body over me’ – she is dreaming of sleeping with him.  Suggests that some tenderness towards her former fiance remains.
6. Word Choice / Contrast – ‘fluent tongue’ – contrasts with what she is like now with what she used to be. She is unable to articulate her feelings now ‘sounds not words’, but her tongue used to be ‘fluent’ when she was using it to seduce her lover.  This contrast suggests that Havisham temporarily regains her composure – and possibly her sanity – when dreaming that she and her lover are still together. However, she only seems to experience this calmness while asleep.          

7. Pronouns – ‘its’  ‘ the lost body’ -  i) emphasises her isolation from him  ii) deprives him of his humanity iii) makes it easier for her to continue to hate him.
8. Word Choice – ‘Then down till I suddenly bite awake’ – Havisham’s calmness is short-lived. As she begins to regain consciousness her anger awakes too.  “Bite” shows that she is still committed to inflicting pain on the man she blames for ruining her life. It is also commensurate with the depiction of Havisham as an animal elsewhere in the poem.  Stanza concludes with the violent interruption of her dreams. Use of present tense ‘bite’ emphasises that despite time passing, she is still angry at him. Shows she fantasises about inflicting pain on her lover by biting him.

Stanza Four – Hate is now the only emotion she is able to feel.  Hating her fiancé gives her a purpose in life.
1. Enjambment / Oxymoron – ‘Love’s hate’ –  enjambment is used again here to highlight the contrasting feelings Havisham has for her fiance. The rapid transition from love to hate shows the disorientated and disordered state of her mind, which helps to convey her mental instability.           

2. Imagery – ‘White Veil’ – normally associated with purity and virginity of a bride is now something Miss Havisham hides behind.

3. Metaphor / Sound – ‘red balloon bursting’ – represents the speaker’s heart and the rage and hatred that now consume her.  “Red” connotes blood, which deepens the menacing atmosphere. Did her love burst as the event happened? Suggestion of celebrations that did not take place.
4. Alliteration – ‘balloon’ / ‘bursting’ / ‘bang’ – emphasises the suddenness and shock of her dreams being shattered. Violent imagery; the alliterative plosive “b” and word choice of “bursting” indicates a violent explosion, possibly of the speaker’s heart. 
5. Sentence Structure / Onomatopoeia – ‘Bang’ – noise emphasised by fact it is one word sentence.  The isolation of the onomatopoeic “Bang” in a sentence of its own helps to convey the awakening of the speaker from her dream and brings her back to miserable reality of her present existence.

       The sharp, loud, aggressiveness of the sound – and its 
      connotations with gunfire/explosions – complements Havisham’s 
    vengeful personality.        

6. Imagery – ‘stabbed at a wedding cake’ – ordinarily the happy couple would cut the cake, but Havisham stabs it, demonstrating her violent rage towards the man who ruined her happiness.  Turns usual happy associations of weddings into another violent image of Miss Havisham stabbing at the cake.  Cake lies there decaying and like Miss Havisham has never fulfilled its purpose in life.

7. Word Choice – ‘Give me a male corpse’ -  “Give me” – a command, which highlights the extent to which she is intent on revenge.   “ a male corpse” – she is so angry with the man who jilted her that she wants him dead.  She would rather have him dead than reject her.  Show her hatred of men.
8. Imagery – ‘long slow honeymoon’ – gruesome imagery of honeymooning with a dead body. Mention of ‘corpse’ turns usual happy associations of honeymoon into something menacing. Might suggest that Havisham is so desperate to lose her spinster status, she would be willing to wed a corpse. A corpse may appeal to her as it would allow her to control her former love in death unlike in life. More sinisterly, it could imply a sexual relationship, which would obviously indicate her insanity.      
9. Alliteration – ‘b-b-b-breaks’ – stuttering ‘b’ sound emphasises her sobbing and her pain.  Not just her heart – her whole body and her whole life has disintegrated due to her being jilted. Hatred and anger have consumed every aspect of her life / personality.  In addition to a broken heart, the stammer suggests the fragility of Havisham’s mental state. Just as her mind is broken, her language is too, possibly reflecting the turmoil she is experiencing inside. 

