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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This February the children will be focusing on being a good friend and how to maintain friendships through kind words and kind hands.  At lunch times, there will be a focus on eating etiquette such as using cutlery and being mannerly.  We would appreciate your support at home with these aspects and to reinforce our positive behaviour messages.  In Literacy, the children will be exploring initial sounds of their names as well as identifying words which start with the same sound.  In Numeracy/Maths, the children will be learning about making and reading graphs in different contexst such as charting favourites and surveying eye and hair colour.  
Primary 6 buddy visit on Thursday 5th February will see the P6 pupils being the audience for our Scots poem and song performance in the playroom.  This will be recorded on Seesaw.  
Personal plan appointments should be completed by the February long weekend and can be in person or over the telephone.  Please refer to the personal plan letter which was in your welcome pack.
Registration for an early years centre place goes live online from Monday 16th February.  Please remember that returning children need to be registered for their preschool year. 
Home-link bags will be ready for Monday 16th February. Please refer to the recent home link bag letter. 
Staff door duty has always been in place to keep our youngsters safe and this continues with a variety of staff now at door.  Miss Smith is on door duty on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Mrs Shields is on door duty on a Tuesday.  Mrs Parris-Brown and Miss Kirkwood will take turns on a Thursday.  
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Primary 1 transition is important to us and is embedded in our practice across the year.  Our P6 buddies have been visiting regularly to read stories to the children and develop relationships.  The children are now attending monthly assemblies and there will be a Literacy event with the current P1s on Thursday 19th March from 1:30pm.  If you can support us, please let Miss Smith know. 
The formal aspects of Primary 1 transition cannot commence until you receive your confirmation letter from South Ayrshire Council but rest assured, as soon as you have been informed that your child is definitely coming to our school, Miss Smith will letter you with all the transition information you are going to need.  
Toothbrushing is going well in our centre with our children using Child Smile techniques on a daily basis.  For more information check out www.child-smile.org.uk 
Outdoor weather clothing is much needed at this time of year as the weather can be so unpredictable.  Please can you make sure your youngster is provided with a pair of wellingtons.  We also request that you write your child’s name on clothing especially jumpers and sweatshirts.  Many thanks!
Winter illnesses are rearing their heads again this term.  Please telephone the school office to let us know if your child is unwell and not attending.  If your child has had sickness or diarrhoea, we ask you keep them at home for 48 hours from the last bout of illness.  This is in line with our infection control policy.  If you are unsure of any other infectious illnesses, please telephone the school office for advice. 
Save the dates - PEEP sessions will restart with Elaine Clinton from the Family Learning team on Monday 9th March for 4 weeks.  Stay and Plays will commence week beginning Monday 23rd March.  We invite one adult per family to take part in play with their child’s group.  Book Bug sessions will be starting soon with Beth taking the lead for different groups and their parents.  There will be Symington Saunters to visit our local church with Reverend McLeod on the afternoons of Wednesday 18th and Friday 20th March.  Two large groups of children will attend with staff and parent helpers.  
Look out for more information detailing these events winging their way to you soon!
Symington Dates for Diary
Friday 6th  February			EYC/school closed for local holiday                                         Monday 9th February			EYC/school closed for local holiday                                    Tuesday 10th February		EYC/school closed for in-service day                                                                                                                                              Wednesday 11th February 		EYC/school reopens                                                                  Thursday 5th March			World Book Day  (more details to follow)                                     Thursday 2nd April	   		Close 2:30pm  for Easter break
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If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to approach a member of the early years team.   We are happy to help in any way we can. 

from the Early Years team
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