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Rights Respecting School – Policy Statement
At Symington Primary School, we are committed to embedding the values and principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in everything we do. Our journey towards becoming a Gold Rights Respecting School began in August 2011, achieving our level one assessment in 2013. Through dedication, collaboration, and a shared commitment to children’s rights, we were proud to achieve Gold Award status in March 2019.
We believe that every child has the right to be heard, valued, and respected. Our Rights Respecting Schools approach involves all pupils, from Early Years through to Primary 7, ensuring that children understand their rights and the responsibilities that come with them.
Embedding Children's Rights Across the School
To sustain and strengthen our Gold Award status, we have embedded children’s rights throughout our school in the following ways:
Whole-School Initiatives, which contribute, to promoting RRSA include

·  Rights Assemblies
·  Team Time
·  Pupil Voice Groups, 
·  Pupil-led campaigns
·  Charity work that reflect the values of the UNCRC
· Partnership with a wide range of external agencies
· Buddies
· Active Schools calendar & wider activities
· Opportunities for pupils to adopt roles of responsibility within the school community (house captains, infant buddies, prefects etc)
· Promoting positive behaviour policy/ Anti-bullying policy/Additional Support Policy/Curriculum leaflets
· Planned opportunities to explore specific articles of the UNCRC as a whole school, through themed weeks and celebrations of local and global events. 
· Target setting 
· Commitment to promoting pupil voice and participation 
· Partnerships links with schools in Community Learning & Development/Community Safety/Community Police/ Educational Psychologist
Promoting Rights Locally and Nationally
Symington Primary School is committed to raising awareness of children’s rights beyond the school gates. We:
· Work with the local community to promote and uphold children’s rights in various settings.
· Engage in national campaigns and initiatives through Rotakids and Prestwick Rotary, that advocate for children’s rights across Scotland and beyond.
· Foster partnerships with local organisations to further embed a rights-respecting culture in the wider community.
· Eco Schools lead is working on promoting Global Goals and linking them through the rights.




Class Charters: 
At the beginning of each year each class collaboratively creates a charter, linking rights to everyday classroom life. The children are involved in developing a rights respecting ethos within their own classroom and within the school community. This means the class charters are meaningful to the learners and can explain ways in which they will ensure that their peers enjoy these rights. Charters must be visible in your classroom and must include:
· 3-4 articles from the UNCRC that the children would like to focus on
· promote a culture of mutual respect and shared responsibility.
· How they are going to ensure that others enjoy this rights/respecting rights of others. 
· Ways in which they can enjoy these rights themselves.
The senior leadership team will work with children throughout the year at Team Time to create our whole school charter and playground charter. Our whole school charter will reflect our school’s values, vision and aims.

Developing Rights across the curriculum: 
· We ensure that children’s rights are explored and reinforced through literacy, social studies, health & well-being, and other subject areas.
· Teaching staff plan together and consider the UNCRC when planning interdisciplinary learning and they look for opportunities to integrate articles from the UNCRC throughout a wide range of curricular areas. 
· Teaching staff work collegiately each session to identify relevant articles across topics, which is evident in the IDL planners. 
· Teaching staff ensure children take part in termly Rights homework linked to the areas of the curriculum e.g. Road Map to Rights, World Children’s Day – you are the future & name our Rights mascot competition.
· Senior Leadership team will ensure specific articles are addressed at Team Time and assemblies throughout the year and will raise awareness. 
Assessing Children’s Rights: 
We regularly assess children’s understanding of their rights through pupil voice discussions, school surveys, and self-evaluations, ensuring that rights remain central to our ethos.
· Discussions
· Homework
· Surveys
· Photographs & video clips
By the end of Primary 3, most children will be able to:
· Distinguish between wants & needs and link needs to rights
· Identify survival rights (water, shelter, food etc)
· Understand the concept of Rights and use the terms appropriately in discussion
· Know about the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child and can refer to individual rights under the Convention
· Give an example of how they respect the rights of others.


By the end of Primary 7, most children will be able to:
· Understand that their own rights are linked with a range of personal responsibilities
· Give examples of how their own actions have consequences – positive and negative – for the rights of others globally.
· Are familiar with the articles of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child
· Give a range of examples of rights abuses and the immediate context of the school to the global context
· Use the UNCRC as a framework for making moral judgements about issues concerning justice and sustainability.

Features of Rights-Respecting Classrooms: 
· Our classrooms promote inclusivity, participation, and respect by encouraging pupil-led learning, active listening, and a safe space where every child has a voice.
· Every class collaboratively creates a Class Charter at the start of the year.
· These charters link children's rights to classroom expectations and responsibilities.
· Pupils and staff work together to uphold and respect the charter daily.
· Children actively contribute to class discussions, school decisions, and leadership roles.
· Opportunities for pupils to participate in groups such as the Rights Respecting School Steering Group, Pupil Council, and Eco Committee.
· Encouragement of critical thinking, problem-solving, and democratic decision-making
· All pupils feel respected, included, and supported in their learning.
· The school promotes anti-bullying policies, mental health awareness, and well-being initiatives.
· Diversity is celebrated, ensuring that every child feels valued regardless of background, ability, or beliefs.
· Lessons across all subjects link to children’s rights, ensuring rights-based learning is meaningful and relevant.
· Real-life examples of rights issues are explored through literacy, social studies, health & well-being, and other subject areas.
· Teachers encourage open discussion about fairness, equality, and global issues.
· Positive relationships between pupils and staff are built on mutual respect.
· Encouragement of active listening and respectful interactions.
· A focus on empathy, kindness, and conflict resolution through restorative approaches.
· Pupils take part in local and national rights-based initiatives, helping to promote children's rights beyond the school.
· Learning opportunities that develop an awareness of global issues, fostering a sense of responsibility as global citizens.
· All staff model rights respecting behaviour, for example teachers and support assistants listen positively to pupil’s views and show respect for their opinions; they avoid put-downs and sarcasm, they give clear reasons for sanctions; teachers avoid use of ‘blanket’ sanctions of the whole class when only individual pupils have misbehaved; teachers show respect for teaching assistants and all other adults.
· Displays are used to reinforce awareness of rights in relation to each other and others locally and globally.


We are incredibly proud of our commitment to Rights Respecting Schools and will continue to build upon our success to ensure that every child at Symington Primary School thrives in a nurturing, respectful, and empowering environment.
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