We have linked all our teaching to the Articles from The Rights of the Child, as we are a Rights Respecting School.
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Term 1 (Aug. – Dec.)

          Session 
2024/2025

Literacy and English


We will begin this term focusing on our novel study, “Guardian of the Wild Unicorns” by Lindsay Littleson who is a Scottish author based in East Renfrewshire. The novel which we are focusing on is based around the unicorn and touches on mythology and legend. It is also fitting as is based on a class on their residential excursion in Scotland which will give a familiar context as P6 will be visiting Dolphin House in November. Through looking at extracts from the novel, deeply interrogating the text we will form the basis for discussions, grammar, phonics, and comprehension. We will focus on effective techniques used by the author, up-level vocabulary for descriptions, detail of setting, characterisation and sentence structure. We will continue to develop our writing skills using Talk for Writing  to develop our use of a variety of literacy devices to further enhance our own writing style. 


UNCRC Article 29 – goals of education





Numeracy and Mathematics�We will begin everyday with developing skills in Mental Maths and in problem solving by using a variety of mathematical strategies through Number Talks. Number Talks is a daily discussion on calculations in the classroom where pupils can show and talk through their thinking to better understand and explain their own mathematical strategies. Pupils are given the opportunity to justify their choice of strategy, identifying the most efficient strategies for different types of calculations. It is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to build their mathematical language and confidence as they demonstrate their thought processes mentally.


During this term, in numeracy we will focus on whole numbers and decimal fractions including place value, rounding, estimating as well as all four number processes (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division). We will also be focusing on the understanding of multiples, factors and prime numbers. We will be embedding the learning through the CPA approach (concrete, pictorial, abstract) which ensures pupils conceptual understanding develops from being actively engaged in their learning. �In Beyond Number, we will focus on 2D shapes and 3D objects; their properties, using appropriate mathematical terminology and using digital technology and mathematical instruments to draw 2D shapes and make representations of 3D objects.


UNCRC Article 28: The right for every child to good quality education.














Expressive Arts


In Art we will do a variety of art pieces creating images and objects to demonstrate accuracy of representations of related Scottish Highland landscapes relating to our class novel study. Also, we will develop our skills in shape, colour and pattern using a variety of media. In Music, we will be following the Charanga programme to work through a range of lessons using pop hits as a stimulus to learn about rhythm and beats in a bar.


UNCRC ARTICLE 31 – leisure, play and culture





St. Patrick’s Primary – Curriculum Snapshot





       





Interdisciplinary Topic


Through social studies, we will be focusing on people, place and environment. Pupils will learn about physical features of landscapes, identifying three features of Scotland’s landscape and can provide explanations on how these are formed. P6 pupils will have a first-hand experience as they embark on a hill walk; Mochrum hill during their residential experience. Furthermore, P5/6 will be exploring all about The Fisherman’s Mission and the RNLI Lifeboat this term. As a class the pupils have decided they would like to learn  about The Titanic. We will be looking at the past experience and researching information of the Titanic Ship.


   Our language focus this year will be French. During term 1, Pupils will gain understanding of simple classroom instructions through, for example, physical movement, pointing, gesture, symbols, or responding in the target language. Also, gain understanding of familiar words and simple phrases conveying mostly personal information.UNCRC ARTICLE 12 – respect for the views of the child


UNCRC ARTICLE 13 – freedom of expression.


UNCRC ARTICLE – freedom of association








Religious Education


In RE, P6 will begin their journey to achieving the Pope Francis Faith Award by exploring the Saints and people who had extraordinary faith. We will be focusing on the understanding that “God wants me to develop my God-given gifts and reflect on how we use these for the common good.”  We will look at the life of Pope Francis and his great example of love and compassion.  In addition to this we will learn how we can use our gifts and talents to serve our parish in a range of different ways. P5 will focus on our Laudato Si journey answering the call from Pope Francis to protect our common home, the earth.


UNCRC ARTICLE 14: The right to a belief or religion.








Health and Wellbeing


In Health and Wellbeing, we will learn about internet safety. We will be learning the importance of passwords, not speaking to strangers online and why it is important to stay safe online. We will focus on developing our Rights Respecting Schools Class Charter, we have decided this year on a football theme which went to a class vote. We will showcase this to you shortly on our Microsoft Team through Glow. During P.E we will be developing our large ball skills through basketball. We will focus deeper on the tactics of the game and will learn to show consideration and respect for others during team games whilst demonstrating and sharing ideas about our learning. We will be taking part in our Daily Mile initiative by jogging 15 minutes in the playground every morning. We will continue to develop our Emotional Literacy skills using the Emotion Works programme. We will be identifying and describing strategies we can use to manage positive and negative feelings in a variety of situations. 


UNCRC ARTICLE 24 – entitled to the best





S.T.E.A.M


In Science we will be learning about the different characteristics of the Earth’s surface. Pupils will have the opportunity in school and residential to analyse and compare samples of rocks, soil and minerals. Through this, pupils will report their findings if characteristics and uses, using a range if media. Through our focus on the Titanic we will be engaging in a variety of sinking and floating experiments.





Through this term, we will also be learning about the properties and uses of water. Pupils will have the opportunity to gain of the water cycle and explain how the quantity of water on the Earth has remained approximately the same.


During a variety of activities and learning experiences we will investigate and discuss methods to purify water and research methods on how to conserve water within the school, home and globally. 


Through the Fisherman’s Mission focus in October/November we will discover how to protect the sea life in our local area and promote and help the Mission in our class with whole school support. 


UNCRC ARTICLE 24: Every child has the right to a clean environment.








