
Family holiday not authorised by the school 

 
Family holidays taken during term time will be categorised as unauthorised absence.  

Only in exceptional and very limited circumstances will schools authorise a family 

holiday during term time.  Such circumstances may include: 

 

o A family holiday judged to be important to the well-being and cohesion of the 

family following serious or terminal illness, bereavement or other traumatic 

events; 

o Where a parent’s employment is of a nature where school holiday leave cannot 

be accommodated (eg. armed services or emergency services). 

 

Where parents are in the emergency services and routinely take holidays outwith the 

school holiday when the option is available of taking leave during the school holiday, the 

absence will be considered unauthorised.   

 

A family holiday classified under the ‘authorised absence’ category should not include 

such reasons as: 

 

o The availability of cheap holidays; 

o The availability of desired accommodation; 

o Poor weather experienced during school holidays; 

o Holidays which overlap the beginning or end of term; 

o Parental difficulty obtaining leave (with local judgement applied in cases where 

evidence is provided by the employer that it cannot accommodate leave during 

school holidays without serious consequences); 
 

 


