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Introduction 
 
This booklet is intended to give a brief description of the range of courses being offered in the Senior 
Phase at Ayr Academy for session 2016-2017. 
 
1. Advanced Higher 
 
The following Advanced Higher courses have been offered over the last few sessions at Ayr Academy:- 
 

English and Communication 
Mathematics 
Graphic Communication 
History 
Music 
Religious Studies 

 
The availability of these courses is dependent on the number of students opting for them.  Advanced High-
er courses will only run with viable numbers. 
 
It may be possible to offer Advanced Higher courses in other subjects depending on the interest ex-
pressed by students entering S6. 
 
It may also be possible to facilitate students by  attending a neighbouring  school for this level of course, 
as part of the South Ayrshire Campus arrangement. 
 
2. Higher Grade 
 
All Higher Grade Courses available are courses which form part of the National Qualifications Framework.  
Full details of the content, structure and assessment arrangements for each of these courses are availa-
ble:- 
 
(a) in the library 
(b) From Guidance teachers 
(c) From Subject teachers 
 
Higher Grade courses should only be chosen if, an A or B pass at National 5.  For students enter-
ing S6, successful completion of National or Intermediate Grade courses in S5 courses may satisfy 
the entry requirements, but the advice of teachers should be sought in such cases. 
 
3. National Courses 
 
These courses also form part of the National Qualifications Framework and are offered as follows:- 
 
       National 3 courses are intended for those whom have no previous experience in a subject or who  
             were still working on Level 3 outcome and experiences in S3.        
 

National 4 courses are intended for those whom have no previous experience in a subject or have 
gained an Access/National 3 pass, or have been working on Level 4 outcome and experiences in 
S3. 

 
National 5 courses are intended for those whom have been working well / completed at Level 4 in S3, 

or a pass at National 4  or in some cases for those whom have no experience in that subject.  Pro-
gression from the successful completion of National 5 courses to Higher Grade courses the follow-
ing year would be encouraged. 
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Curricular Area:   Language 

 

 

 

Subject: English  -  National 3 / 4 / 5 

 
Course context and skills development :  

 

The courses provide learners with the opportunity to develop skills in listening, talk-

ing, reading and writing, which are essential for learning, life and work, to develop 

their ability to communicate their thoughts and feelings and respond to those of oth-

er people, and to use different media effectively for learning and communication. 

 

Pupils will: 

  

Study a broad range of texts, including Scottish texts and media. 

  

Balance the study of literature, language and media. 

  

Depending on their ability they may:  

  

Complete a National 3 course.  

 

Complete a literacy unit at National 4 level. 

  

Complete an added value English assignment at National 4. 

  

Complete English units in Creation and Production, Analysis and Evaluation at Na-

tional 4 and National 5. 

  

Complete a literacy unit at National 5. 

  

Progression: 

  

  

National 3                     National 4                                  National 5                                

  

Higher                                   Advanced Higher 

  

 Careers: 

  

Librarian, teacher, writer, journalist, lecturer, novelist, publisher, editor, actor, radio 

and television work. 
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Curricular Area :   Language 

 

 

Subject : English  -  Higher 

 

 

Course context and skills development :  
 

The Higher qualification in English immerses learners in literature. They will be given an understanding of 

the great works of writing in English – from various cultures – and be encouraged to study these inde-

pendently. 

 

Learners will gain extensive skills in understanding, evaluation, comparison and analysis. They will be able 

to work on their own and carry out close examination of texts, making reference to material they have stud-

ied earlier. They will learn how to express themselves in a sophisticated fashion in a variety of forms. 

 

Course Assessment 
Analysis and Evaluation and Creation and Production Units will be internally assessed by the school’s Eng-

lish Department. 

External assessment carried out by the SQA comprises: 

 

Paper I:       

Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (30 marks). 

Paper II:      

Critical Reading (40 marks) 

Scottish Set texts 

one critical essay 

Writing Portfolio:       

one broadly creative piece and one broadly discursive piece (30 marks) 

 

Analysis and Evaluation and Creation and Production Units will be internally assessed by the school’s Eng-

lish Department. 
 

 

Progression  
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to progress on to studying CfE Advanced Higher English in S6.  

 

 

 

Careers 

 

Career opportunities beyond the school setting include: law, journalism, teaching, local government, broad-

casting, human resource management, travel and tourism, marketing, medicine and acting. 
 
 

The Higher English Course is at SCQF level 6. 
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 Curricular Area:   Modern Languages 

 
 

 

Subject:  French  -  National 3 / 4 / 5 

 

 

 
 
Course context and skills development: 
 
We will be developing the 4 main skills of:  
 
Reading : Newspaper articles, on-line texts, holiday brochures, song lyrics, 
                 subtitles on DVD films, video clips.  
Listening: Songs, DVD soundtracks, video clips, conversations.  
Writing:    A short essay on a subject of interest.  
Talking:    Presenting the Writing piece to an audience. Using MP3players and  
                 video recording equipment, we will work on pronunciation and  
                 presentation skills.  
 
Topics studied are: Lifestyles ( family, friends, hobbies ) 
                               Education and Work 
                               The Wider World  ( holidays, tourism ) 
 
If you know a foreign language, you will be extremely well equipped to take your 
place in the world of work. Scotland’s economic and financial future will most certainly 
involve on-going collaboration and business links with France and the rest of Europe. 
 
 
Progression:  
 
National 3                        National 4                   National 5           
         
Higher               Advanced Higher 
   
 
 
 
Careers:   
 
Law, international law, journalism, travel and tourism, airline cabin crew work, hospi-
tality and catering, transport and distribution, marketing, interpreting and translating, 
teaching, broadcasting, immigration. 
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Curricular Area :   Modern Languages 

 

Subject : French  -  Higher 

 

 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 

We will be developing the 4 main skills of: Reading, Listening, Writing and Talking.  

Topics studied are,: Society,  Learning, Employability and Culture . 

Learners also develop language skills of translation which , in turn, will allow  an increased 

knowledge and understanding of English grammar. 

 

The use of the dictionary increases pupil confidence in the exam, the Writing element is a 

set piece and the Talking element is assessed internally. 

 

With a qualification in a foreign language, you will be extremely well equipped to take your 

place in the world of work. Scotland’s economic and financial future will most certainly in-

volve on-going collaboration and business links with France, the rest of Europe and the 

wider world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progression: 

 

 

Advanced Higher 

 

 

 

Careers:  

 

Law, international law, journalism, travel and tourism, airline cabin crew work, hospitality 

and catering, transport and distribution, marketing, interpreting and translating, teaching, 

broadcasting, immigration. 
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Curricular Area:   Modern Languages 

 

 

Subject: Spanish  -  National 3 / 4 / 5  

 

Course context and skills development: 

 

This is a new language, however skills have already been developed in French.  

Pupils will be prepared for exams at National 3, National 4 and National 5 level. 

We will be developing the 4 main skills of:  

Reading : Newspaper articles, on-line texts, holiday brochures, song lyrics, 

                 subtitles on DVD films, video clips.  

Listening: Songs, DVD soundtracks, video clips, conversations.  

Writing:    An essay on a subject of interest.  

Talking:    Presenting the Writing piece to an audience. Using MP3players and  

                 video recording equipment, we will work on pronunciation and  

                 presentation skills.  

 

Topics studied are: Lifestyles ( family, friends, hobbies ) 

                               Education and Work 

                               The Wider World  ( holidays, tourism ) 

 

If you know a foreign language, you will be extremely well equipped to take your 

place in the world of work. Scotland’s economic and financial future will most 

certainly involve on-going collaboration and business links with France, Spain, the 

rest of Europe and South America. 

 

 

Progression:  

 

National 3                 National 4         National 5                

Higher   Advanced Higher 

 

Careers:   

 

Law, international law, journalism, travel and tourism, airline cabin crew work, 

hospitality and catering, transport and distribution, marketing, interpreting and 

translating, teaching, broadcasting, immigration. 
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Curricular Area :   Modern Languages 

 

 

Subject : Spanish  -  Higher  

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
We will be developing the 4 main skills of: Reading, Listening, Writing and Talking.  

Topics studied are,: Society,  Learning, Employability and Culture . 

Learners also develop language skills of translation which , in turn, will allow  an in-

creased knowledge and understanding of English grammar. 

 

The use of the dictionary increases pupil confidence in the exam, the Writing element is a 

set piece and the Talking element is assessed internally. 

 

With a qualification in a foreign language, you will be extremely well equipped to take 

your place in the world of work. Scotland’s economic and financial future will most cer-

tainly involve on-going collaboration and business links with Spain, the rest of Europe, 

South America  and the wider world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Progression: 

 

Advanced Higher 

 

 

 

 

 
Careers:  

 

Law, international law, journalism, travel and tourism, airline cabin crew work, hospitality 

and catering, transport and distribution, marketing, interpreting and translating, teaching, 

broadcasting, immigration. 
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Curricular Area:   Mathematics 
 

 

 

Subject:  Mathematics  -  National 3 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
All pupils are required to take Mathematics in S4, with the level dependant on   prior attain-

ment and achievement from S1-S3. Mathematics helps us make sense of the world around 

us. The course will help learners to become numerate, to become responsible and independ-

ent in everyday life and to contribute to society. The course will motivate and challenge 

learners by enabling them to select and apply mathematical and numerical skills in a       va-

riety of mathematical and real-life situations. The course includes the study of number, 

shape, patterns, measurement, and money matters in everyday life, allowing individuals to 

solve basic problems, interpret information and make informed decisions. It is designed to 

develop the learner’s skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable 

way. 

 

 

Progression: 

 

National 3        National 4     National 5     

 

Higher   Advanced Higher 

 

 

 

Careers:  

 
Almost every job requires some form of numerical capacity and the ability to process            

information and make decisions.  Statistics is also very important as increasingly in today’s 

society we need the ability to get information from graphs and charts, to manipulate            

percentages and fractions, and to make sensible predictions from data. 

Qualifications in Mathematics are useful in a wide variety range of careers, for  

example, the Natural and Life Sciences, Science and Engineering, Medicine and Health,       

Finance and Banking, Teaching and the Education Sector, Business Consultancy and           

Operational Research, Defence and the Military, IT and Computers, Insurance and Risk,       

Design, Mathematics and Statistics Research, Communication, Music and Media. 
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 Curricular Area :   Mathematics 
 

 

Subject :  Mathematics  -  National 4 
 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 
The National 4 Mathematics Course enables learners to select and apply straightforward mathematical skills in a variety of mathematical and 

real-life situations. Learners interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form. Learners will use their solutions to make 

and explain decisions.  

The Course aims to:  

 enable the use of numerical data and abstract terms and develop the idea of generalisation  

 allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form; skills which are vital to scientific and   
technological research and development  

 develop the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and to explore straightforward mathematical ideas  

 develop skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable way  
 

Information about typical learners who might do the Course  

The Course would be suitable for those who have made strong progress in the National 3 Lifeskills Mathematics Course, or have equivalent 
qualification or experience.  
 

Unit Assessments 

 
Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 4)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical expressions and formulae. These include the  
manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions and the evaluation of formulae.  
 
Mathematics: Relationships (National 4)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical relationships. These include solving equations,  
understanding graphs and working with trigonometric ratios.  
 
Numeracy (National 4)  

 
All units cover the skills of reasoning. 
 

All units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in unit specifications. 

They will be assessed as pass/fail within centres.  

 

Course Assessment (National 4)  
Pupils will also be required to sit a course assessment. This will be a test and it will assess the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired 
from across all units of the course, sometimes in integrated ways. It will consist of two question papers. 
 Paper 1 – Non calculator – 20 minutes. 
 Paper 2 – Calculator – 40 minutes. 
This test will be set and marked within the school and will be awarded as pass/fail.   

SQA will provide rigorous external quality assurance, including external verification, to ensure assessment judgments are consistent and meet 

national standards. 

 

Conditions of award  

To gain the award of the Course, the learner MUST pass all of the Units as well as the Course Assessment (Added Value Unit.)  

 

Progression: 
 

National 5 Mathematics 

National 4 Lifeskills with National 5 Numeracy unit 

 

 

Careers: 
Almost every job requires some form of numerical capacity and the ability to process information and make decisions.  Statistics is also very 

important as   increasingly in today’s society we need the ability to get information from graphs and charts, to manipulate percentages and 

fractions, and to make sensible predictions from data. 

Qualifications in Mathematics are useful in a wide variety range of careers, for example, the Natural and Life Sciences, Science and Engi-

neering, Medicine and Health, Finance and Banking, Teaching and the Education Sector, Business Consultancy and Operational Research, 

Defence and the Military, IT and Computers, Insurance and Risk, Design, Mathematics and Statistics Research, Communication, Music and 

Media. 
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Curricular Area :   Mathematics 
 

 

Subject :  Mathematics  -  National 5 
 

 

 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 
The Course aims to:  

 motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply mathematical techniques in a variety of mathematical and real-life 

situations  

 develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards further study in mathematics  

 allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form; skills which are vital to  

 scientific and technological research and development  

 develop the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and to explore mathematical ideas  

 

Information about typical learners who might do the Course  
This would be a suitable Course for learners who have made strong progress in the National 4 Mathematics Course, who can respond to  challeng-

ing situations and can apply what they have learned in new and unfamiliar situations. 

 

Unit Assessments 

Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 5)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical expressions and formulae. These include the manipulation of abstract 
terms, the simplification of expressions and the evaluation of formulae.  
 
Mathematics: Relationships (National 5)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical relationships. These include solving and manipulating equations,  working 
with graphs and carrying out calculations on the lengths and angles of shapes.  
 
Mathematics: Applications (National 5)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to applications of mathematics. These include using trigonometry, geometry, number pro-

cesses and statistics within real-life contexts.  

All Units cover skills in reasoning. 

 

All units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in unit specifications. 

They will be assessed as pass/fail within centres.  

 

Course Assessment 

The Course assessment will consist of two question papers. 

 Paper 1 – Non calculator – 40 marks- 1 hour. 

 Paper 2 – Calculator – 50 marks – 1 hour 30 minutes. 

These question papers will set and marked by the SQA, and conducted in school under exam conditions. The course award will be graded      A - D 

 

Conditions of award  
To gain the award of the Course, the learner MUST pass all of the Units as well as the Course assessment.  

 

 

 

Progression: 
 

Higher—for pupils who have gained at least a grade A or grade B at National 5 Mathematics. 

 

 

 

Careers: 
 

Almost every job requires some form of numerical capacity and the ability to process information and make decisions.  Statistics is also very im-

portant as   increasingly in today’s society we need the ability to get information from graphs and charts, to manipulate percentages and fractions, 

and to make sensible predictions from data. 

Qualifications in Mathematics are useful in a wide variety range of careers, for example, the Natural and Life Sciences, Science and Engineering, 

Medicine and Health, Finance and Banking, Teaching and the Education Sector, Business Consultancy and Operational Research, Defence and the 

Military, IT and Computers, Insurance and Risk, Design, Mathematics and Statistics Research, Communication, Music and Media. 
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 Curricular Area :   Mathematics 
 

 

Subject :  Mathematics  -  Higher 
 

 

 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 
The Course aims to:  

 motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply mathematical techniques in a variety of mathematical situations  

 develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards further study in mathematics and the use of mathematics in  

 employment  

 deliver in-depth study of mathematical concepts and the ways in which mathematics describes our world  

 allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form; skills which are vital to scientific and  

 technological research and development  

 deepen the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and exploring advanced mathematical ideas  

 

Information about typical learners who might do the Course  
This Course is suitable for learners who are secure in their attainment of the National 5 Mathematics Course. We would recommend it to 

pupils who have gained at least a grade A or grade B. 

Learners will develop skills in selecting and applying mathematical techniques in a variety of mathematical situations. These skills will ena-

ble progression to further learning and to employment. Learners will experience in-depth study of the ways in which mathematics describes 

our world, and become skilled in interpreting, analysing, communicating and managing information in mathematical form. 

 

Unit Assessments 

Mathematics: Expressions and Functions (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve the manipulation of expressions, the use of vectors and  the study 

of  

mathematical functions. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry and trigonometry, and also skills in  mathematical reasoning and  

modelling.  

Mathematics: Relationships and Calculus (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve solving equations and to introduce both differential calculus  

and integral calculus. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, trigonometry, calculus, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and model-

ling.  

Mathematics: Applications (Higher)  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve geometric applications, applications of sequences and applica-

tions of calculus. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, calculus, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  

 

All units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in unit specifications. They will be assessed as pass/fail within centres.  

 

Course Assessment 

The Course assessment for Mathematics will consist of two question papers. 

 Paper 1 – Non calculator – 60 marks- 1 hour 10 minutes. 

 Paper 2 – Calculator       – 70 marks – 1 hour 30 minutes. 

These question papers will set and marked by the SQA, and conducted in school under exam conditions. The course award will be graded  

A – D 

 

Conditions of award  

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course assessment. 

 

Progression: 

 

Advanced Higher—for pupils who have gained at least a grade A or grade B at Higher. 

 

 

 

Careers: 

 

Almost every job requires some form of numerical capacity and the ability to process information and make decisions.  Statistics is also very 

important as   increasingly in today’s society we need the ability to get information from graphs and charts, to manipulate percentages and 

fractions, and to make sensible predictions from data. 

Qualifications in Mathematics are useful in a wide variety range of careers, for example, the Natural and Life Sciences, Science and Engi-

neering, Medicine and Health, Finance and Banking, Teaching and the Education Sector, Business Consultancy and Operational Research, 

Defence and the Military, IT and Computers, Insurance and Risk, Design, Mathematics and Statistics Research, Communication, Music and 

Media. 
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Curricular Area :   Mathematics 
 

 

Subject :  Mathematics  -  Advanced Higher 
 

Course context and skills development: 
 

Mathematics at Advanced Higher provides the foundation for many developments in the sciences 

and in technology as well as having its own intrinsic value. The Course develops and expands a 

range of mathematical skills. It allows the learner to develop further skills in calculus and algebra. 

Areas such as number theory (which helps keep the internet secure), complex numbers (the uses 

of which are ubiquitous, ranging from the solution of equations to the description of electronic 

circuits) and matrices (used in game theory and economics) are introduced. The learner’s mathe-

matical thinking will also benefit from examples of rigorous proof.   

  

Information about typical learners who might do the Course   

This Course is suitable for learners who have passed Higher Mathematics at grade A or grade B.  

On successful completion of this Course, learners could progress to a course in higher education 

such as a degree or Higher National Diploma. These could be in Mathematics or in a Mathematics

-related area. There are many careers where mathematical skills are important, and this level 

would be useful in areas of science, engineering and technology, through the use of mathematical 

modelling. There are applications in computer technology, encryption security, equipment design, 

and in the design and analysis of experiments and tests. There is use throughout the financial ser-

vices sector, such as in economics, accountancy and actuarial work  

 

Unit Assessments  

Methods in Algebra and Calculus (Advanced Higher)   

Applications of Algebra and Calculus (Advanced Higher)   

Geometry, Proof and Systems of Equations (Advanced Higher)   

 

Each unit requires the application of reasoning skills to  

Interpret situations where mathematics can be used and apply a range of valid strate-

gies   

Explain solutions and/or relate them to context  

  

All units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in unit specifications.  

They will be assessed as pass/fail within centres.   

  

Course assessment  

The Course assessment for Advanced Higher Mathematics will consist of one calculator of du-

ration 3 hours with a total of100 marks. The question paper will be set and marked by the SQA, 

and conducted in school under exam conditions. The course award will be graded A – D  

  

Conditions of award  

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course as-

sessment.  
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Curricular Area:   Science 

 

Subject:  Biology  -  National 4 / 5 

 
Course context and skills development:  

 

The purpose of the course is to develop learners’ interest and enthusiasm for Biology in a 

range of contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed, throughout 

the course, by investigating the applications of  Biology. This will enable learners to become 

scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-based claims they will meet. The 

course will be of interest and value to learners, wishing to develop skills, knowledge and un-

derstanding of Biology. 

 

The aims of this course are for learners to: 

 

 Develop and apply knowledge and understanding of Biology 

 Develop an understanding of Biology’s role in scientific issues and relevant applications of 

Biology, including the impact these could make in society and the environment 

 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills 

 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a Biology context 

 Develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific activ-

ities 

 Develop planning skills 

 Develop problem solving skills in a Biology context 

 Use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and is-

sues and to make scientifically informed choices 

 Develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in Biology 

 Develop skills of independent working 

 

The course also serves to equip all learners with an understanding of the impact of biology on 

everyday life, and with the knowledge and skills to be able to evaluate media reports. This will 

also equip learners to make their own decisions on issues within a modern society where the 

body of scientific knowledge and its applications and implications are ever developing. By us-

ing the skills base and knowledge and understanding of Biology, learners will become scientif-

ically literate citizens.   
 

Progression:   
 

National 4     National 5    Higher   Advanced Higher 

 
Careers:  

 

Various careers including but not limited to Medicine, Nursing, Zoology, Dentistry, Dietetics, 

Midwifery, Environmental Health, Laboratory Work, Education, Microbiology. 
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Curricular Area :   Science 

 

 

Subject : Biology  -  Higher 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 

The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ interest and enthusiasm for biology in a range of con-

texts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed, throughout the Course, by investi-

gating the applications of biology. This will enable learners to become scientifically literate citizens, 

able to review the science-based claims they will meet. 

 

Course Outline 

 

Unit 1: DNA and the Genome   
This Unit covers the key areas of structure and replication of DNA, gene expression, and the genome. 

This Unit explores the molecular basis of evolution and biodiversity, while the unity of life is empha-

sised in the study of gene expression. This approach enables the development of both analytical thinking 

and problem solving skills in context. An understanding of gene expression, at the cellular level, leads to 

the study of differentiation in organisms. In addition, the Unit covers the evolution and structure of the 

genome and genomics, including personal genomics.  

Unit 2: Metabolism and Survival  
This Unit covers the key areas of metabolisms as essential for life, maintaining metabolism, and metab-

olism in  microorganisms. Analytical thinking and problem solving skills will be developed in context, 

through investigation of how cellular respiration is fundamental to metabolism and by examining the 

stages of respiration. In whole  organisms, it considers adaptations for the maintenance of metabolism 

for survival. In addition, it examines the   importance of the manipulation of metabolism in microorgan-

isms, both in the laboratory and in industry, including ethical considerations.  

Unit 3: Sustainability and Interdependence 
This Unit covers the key areas of the science of food production, interrelationships and dependence, and  

biodiversity. Analytical thinking and problem solving skills will be developed contextually within these 

topics. The  importance of plant productivity and the manipulation of genetic diversity to maintain food 

security are emphasised. The Unit also covers interrelationships and dependence, through symbiosis and 

social behaviour. By studying  biodiversity, the Unit attempts to measure, catalogue, understand and ad-

dress the human impact, including mass extinction  

 

Progression: 

 

Entry Requirements 

The Course is suitable for learners who are secure in their attainment of National 5 Biology (Grade A or 

B) or an equivalent qualification.  A successful pass in Higher can lead to entry to Advanced Higher Bi-

ology 

 

Careers: 

 

Various careers including but not limited to Medicine, Nursing, Zoology, Dentistry, Dietetics, Midwife-

ry, Environmental Health, Laboratory Work, Education & Microbiology. 
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Curricular Area:   Science 

 

 

Subject:  Chemistry  -  National 4 / 5 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
The purpose of the course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for Chemistry in a range of contexts. 

The key skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are integrated and developed throughout the course. The relevance 

of Chemistry is highlighted by the study of the applications of Chemistry in everyday contexts. This will enable learners 

to become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science based claims they will meet. The course gives the 

opportunities for learners to develop the ability to think analytically, creatively and independently, and to make          

reasoned evaluations 

 

The aims of this course are for learners to: 

 

 Develop and apply understanding of Chemistry 

 Develop an understanding of Chemistry’s role in scientific issues and relevant applications of        

Chemistry, including the impact these could make in society and the environment 

 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills 

 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context 

 Develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific activities 

 Develop planning skills 

 Develop problem solving skills in a Chemistry context 

 Use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and issues and to 

make scientifically informed choices 

 Develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in Chemistry 

 Develop skills of independent working 

 

The course also serves to equip all learners with an understanding of the impact of Chemistry on everyday life, and with 

the knowledge and skills to be able to evaluate media reports. This will also equip learners to make their own             

decisions on issues within a modern society where the body of scientific knowledge and its applications and implica-

tions are ever developing. By using the skills base and knowledge and understanding of Chemistry, learners will become 

scientifically literate citizens. 

 
Progression: 

 
National 4      National 5            Higher      Advanced Higher 

 

 
Careers: 

 
Various careers including but not limited to; Chemical Engineering, Dietetics, Forensic       

Science, Medicine, Pharmaceuticals, Education, Laboratory Work, Research and                  

Development.  
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Curricular Area :   Science 

 

 

Subject : Chemistry  -  Higher 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for chemistry in a range of     
contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed throughout the Course. The relevance of 
chemistry is highlighted by the study of the applications of chemistry in everyday contexts. This will enable learn-
ers to become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-based claims they will meet. 
 
Course Outline 
 

Unit 1: Chemical Changes and Structure   
This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding of controlling reaction rates and periodic trends, and strength-
ens the learner’s ability to make reasoned evaluations by recognising underlying patterns and principles. Learners 
will investigate collision theory and the use of catalysts in reactions. Learners will explore the concept of  electro-
negativity and intra-molecular and intermolecular forces. The connection between bonding and a material's physi-
cal properties is investigated.  
 

Unit 2: Nature’s Chemistry   
This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding of organic chemistry within the context of the chemistry of food 
and the chemistry of everyday consumer products, soaps, detergents, fragrances and skincare. The relationship  
between the structure of organic compounds, their physical and chemical properties and their uses are investigat-
ed. Key functional groups and types of organic reaction are covered.  
 

Unit 3: Chemistry in Society  
This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding of the principles of physical chemistry which allow a chemical 
process to be taken from the researcher's bench through to industrial production. Learners will calculate quanti-
ties of reagents and products, percentage yield and the atom economy of processes. They will develop skills to 
manipulate dynamic equilibria and predict enthalpy changes. Learners will investigate the ability of substances to 
act as oxidising or reducing agents and their use in analytical chemistry through the context of volumetric titra-
tions.   Learners will use analytical chemistry to determine the purity of reagents and products. 
 

Added Value Unit: Researching Chemistry  
This Unit covers the key skills necessary to undertake research in chemistry. Learners will research the relevance 
of chemical theory to everyday life by exploring the chemistry behind a topical issue. Learners will develop the key 
skills associated with collecting and synthesising information from a number of different sources. Equipped with 
the   knowledge of common chemistry apparatus and techniques, they will plan and undertake a practical investi-
gation related to a topical issue. Using their scientific literacy skills, learners will communicate their results and 
conclusions.  
 

Progression: 

 
Entry Requirements 
The Course is suitable for learners who are secure in their attainment of National 5 Chemistry (Grade A or B) or 
an equivalent qualification.  A successful pass in Higher can lead to entry to Advanced Higher Chemistry. 
 

 
Careers:  

 
Various careers including but not limited to; Chemical Engineering, Dietetics, Forensic Science, Medicine,   
Pharmaceuticals, Education, Laboratory Work and Research & Development. . 
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Curricular Area:   Science 

 

 

Subject:  Physics  -  National 4 / 5 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
The purpose of the course is to develop learners’ interest and enthusiasm for Physics in a range of contexts. The skills of 

scientific enquiry and investigation are developed, throughout the course, by investigating the applications of physics. 

This will enable learners to become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-based claims they will 

meet. Physics gives learners an insight into the underlying nature of our world and its place in the universe. From the 

sources of the power we use, to the exploration of space, it covers a range of applications of the relationships that have 

been discovered through experiment and calculation, including those used in modern technology. 

 

The aims of this course are for learners to: 

 

 Develop and apply knowledge and understanding of Physics 

 Develop an understanding of the role of Physics in scientific issues and relevant applications of Physics, 

including the impact these could make on society and the environment 

 Develop scientific enquiry and investigative skills 

 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a physics context 

 Develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific activities 

 Develop planning skills 

 Develop problem solving skills in a Physics context use and understand scientific literacy, in every day 

contexts, to communicate ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices 

 Develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in physics 

 Develop skills of independent working 

 

The course also serves to equip all leaners with an understanding of the impact of physics on everyday life, and with the 

knowledge and skills to be able to evaluate media reports. This will also equip learners to make their own decisions on 

issues within a modern society where the body of scientific knowledge and its applications and implications are ever 

developing. By using the skills base and knowledge and understanding of Physics, learners will become scientifically 

literate citizens. 

 

 

Progression: 

 
National 4    National 5   Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

 
Careers: 

 
Various careers including but not limited to: Armed Forces and Defence solutions, Astronomy, 

Education, Engineering, Telecommunications, Nanotechnology, Oil & Gas Industries,         

Renewable Energy, Scientific Research, Scientific Journalism, Branches of Medicine includ-

ing Radiography, Optics, Biomechanics, Prosthetics, & Audiology. 
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Curricular Area :   Science 

 

 

Subject : Physics  -  Higher 

 
 

Course context and skills development: 
 

The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for physics in a range of  con-
texts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed throughout the Course. The relevance of 
physics is highlighted by the study of the applications of physics in everyday contexts. This will enable learners to 
become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-based claims they will meet. 
 
 
Course Outline 
 

Unit 1: Our Dynamic Universe   
The Unit covers the key areas of kinematics, dynamics and space-time. Learners will research issues, apply sci-
entific skills and communicate information related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy.  
 
 

Unit 2: Particles and Waves  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and analytical thinking, along with 
knowledge and understanding of particles and waves. The Unit covers the key areas of particles and waves. 
Learners will research issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information related to their findings, which 
will develop skills of scientific literacy.  
 
 

Unit 3: Electricity  
The Unit covers the key areas of electricity, and electrical storage and transfer. Learners will research issues, ap-
ply scientific skills and communicate information related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific liter-
acy. Learners will apply these skills when considering the applications of electricity on our lives, as well as the im-
plications on society/the environment. This can be done by using a variety of approaches, including investigation 
and problem solving. 
 
 

Added Value Unit: Researching Physics   
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills relevant to undertaking research in Physics. Learners will collect 
and synthesize information from different sources, plan and undertake a practical investigation, analyse results 
and communicate information related to their findings. They will also consider any applications of the physics in-
volved and implications for society/ the environment. 
 

 
 

 

Progression: 

 
Entry Requirements 
The Course is suitable for learners who are secure in their attainment of National 5 Physics (Grade A or B) or an 
equivalent qualification.  A successful pass in Higher can lead to entry to Advanced Higher Physics. 

 

 
Careers: 

 
Various careers including but not limited to: Armed Forces and Defence solutions, Astronomy, Education,   Engi-
neering, Telecommunications, Nanotechnology, Oil & Gas Industries, Renewable Energy, Scientific Research, 
Scientific Journalism, Branches of Medicine including Radiography, Optics, Biomechanics, Prosthetics, & Audiolo-
gy. 



21 

 

 

Curricular Area:   Social Studies 

 

 

Subject:  Geography  -  National 4 / 5 

 

Course context and skills development :   
 

In the National 5  course pupils will develop a range of mapping, numerical and 

graphical skills, as well developing knowledge and understanding through the 

three units of study: 

 

1) The Physical Environment:                                                                                    

Coastal Geography, Glaciation, Land Use and Conflicts, Weather  

2) The Human Environment:                                                                                              

Development, Population, Rural Change, Urban Change 

3) Global Issues:                                                                                                                        

Health, Climate Change 

 

Recommended Entry: A pass at National 4 Geography 

 
 

Assessment: Pupils will undertake an assignment which is externally marked and 

will be worth 1/4 of the total marks available for the course. Pupils will also sit an 

external exam over 1 hours 30 minutes which accounts for 3/4 of the total marks 

available.  

 

 

 

 

PROGRESSION  :  

 

National 4    National 5   Higher 

 

 

 

CAREERS:   

Careers in Geography can include planning, teaching, air traffic control, logistics, 

outdoor education, cartographer,  surveyor, environmental worker, meteorologist, 

geologist, researcher, and many, many more! 
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Curricular Area :   Social Studies 

 

Subject : Geography  -  Higher 

 

Course context and skills development :   
 

In the Higher course pupils will develop a wide range of mapping, numerical 

and graphical skills, as well developing knowledge and understanding through 

the three units of study: 

 

1) The Physical Environment:                                                                                    

Atmosphere, Biosphere, Hydrosphere. Lithosphere.  

2) The Human Environment:                                                                                  

Population, Rural Geography, Urban Geography 

3) Global Issues:                                                                                                                        

Development and Health, Global Climate Change 

 

Recommended Entry: A grade A or B at National 5 Geography.  Pupils may al-

so chooses to undertake this course who have gained an A or B pass in any of 

the other Social Subjects.  

 

Assessment: All pupils will be required to pass three internal unit assessments. 

Pupils will also undertake an assignment which is externally marked and will 

be worth 1/3 of the total marks available for the course. Pupils will also sit an 

external exam over 2 hours 15 minutes which accounts for 2/3 of the total 

marks available.  

 

 

PROGRESSION  :  

 

Higher     Advanced Higher  

 

 

 

CAREERS:  

Careers in Geography can include planning, teaching, air traffic control, logis-

tics, outdoor education, cartographer,  surveyor, environmental worker, mete-

orologist, geologist, researcher, and many, many more! 
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Curricular Area:   Social Studies 

 

 

Subject:  History  -  National 4 / 5 

 
Course context and skills development :   
 
In the History National 4 and 5 course in S4 we will look at three units of work which cover 

Scottish History, British History and European History. There will also be an added value unit 

which can be chosen from any of the three subject areas. 

  

Scotland – Scottish Wars of Independence  1286-1328 

A study of the events from the reign of Alexander the III in Scotland's Golden age through the 
turbulent times of King Edward I, Balliol, William Wallace and Robert the Bruce. Pupils will 
analyse the events and key figures of the time.  
 

Britain – The  Making of Modern Britain 1880-1951 

A study of the changing role of central government in tackling the problem of poverty, consid-
ering the themes of ideas and rights and the development of new relationships between the 
people of Britain and their government. This is a study of the forces which created modern 
Britain.  
 

European & World—Free at Last? Civil Rights USA 1918-1968 

The struggle for African Americans to gain equal rights in the USA, the life experiences of  

African Americans in the southern states, the role of the Ku Klux Klan, the early civil rights, 

the Montgomery Bus Boycott are quickly revisited and revised  in S4 in preparation for exam. 

 

Added Value Unit: History Assignment  

In this Unit, learners will choose an issue for personal study drawn from one of the three  

Historical contexts. They will research their chosen issue and present their findings. Through 

this activity they will have opportunities to experience challenge and application as they fur-

ther develop and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired in the other three 

Units of the Course.  

 

Progression: 

  

National 4   National 5     Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

Careers: 

 

Careers in History can include law, research, teaching, archivist, librarian, local and  national 

government, amongst many others.  
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Curricular Area :   Social Studies 

 

 

Subject : History  -  Higher 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 
 
The purpose of this course is to develop Knowledge and Understanding of Histor-
ical events and themes and to promote skills in evaluating historical sources, the 
impact of historical developments and evaluating the factors contributing to histor-
ical developments through three units of study: 
 
1) Scottish History  
 Wars of Independence 
2) British History  
 The Making of Modern Britain  
3) European + World History 
 German Nationalism OR USA Civil Rights 
 
 
Recommended Entry: A grade A or B at National 5 History 
 
Pupils may also choose to undertake this course who have gained an A or B pass 
in any of the other Social Subjects.  
 
Assessment: All pupils will be required to pass three internal unit assessments. 
Pupils will also undertake an assignment which is externally marked and will be 
worth 1/3 of the total marks available for the course. Pupils will also sit an exter-
nal exam over 2 hours 20 minutes which accounts for 2/3 of the total marks avail-
able.  
 
 
Progression: 
 
Pupils may choose to study History at Higher  level. There are also many college 
and university courses available which allow  further study of the subject.  
 
 
Careers: 
 
Careers in History can include teaching, researcher, journalist, Law associated  
professions, management positions and many, many more! 
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Curricular Area:  Social Studies 

 

 

 

 

Subject:  Modern Studies  -  National 4 / 5 

 

 
Course context and skills development :  
 
The Modern Studies National 4 and 5 course has three units, each tackling a different concepts 
that build on previous knowledge and skills, including investigation skills and decisions making 
skills. The units look at local, national and international themes.  
Democracy in Scotland and The United Kingdom.  
Pupils study in depth the role and function of our UK and Scottish Parliament. This role of Politi-
cal Parties, how elections are run and how MSPs represent us. Pupils will also look at how we 
can participate in making political change, with specific focus on the role of Pressure Groups 
and the Media. 
Social Issues in UK—Crime and Law  
Pupils study the types and causes of crime, the impact of crime,  the different sentences availa-
ble, focus is spent on the Law and structure of our courts system and the role of the police in 
society. Specific case studies include crimes and laws related to carrying knives, youth crime, 
and crimes related to drug and alcohol use.   
International Issue—World Issue: Development in Africa 
Pupils focus on Poverty as a main issue across the world.  We study the main causes of this in 
Africa (the poorest continent), the effects of poverty and the success of International responses 
in dealing with poverty. 
Added Value Assignment:  
learners will choose an issue for personal study drawn from one of the three units. They will re-
search their chosen issue and present their findings. Through this activity they will have oppor-
tunities to experience challenge and application as they further develop and apply the skills, 
knowledge and understanding acquired in the other three Units of the Course.  
 
 
 

Progression: 

 
 

 National 4   National 5         Higher             Advanced Higher  

 

 

 

 

 

Careers: 
  

Careers in Modern Studies can include research, outdoor learning work, environmental 

work , local government work, careers in the law, careers in national government amongst 

many others.  
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Curricular Area :   Social Studies 

 

 

Subject : Modern Studies  -  Higher 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
The purpose of this course is to develop Knowledge and Understanding of Political, So-

cial and International issues and to promote the development of the critical skills of anal-

ysis, synthesis, evaluating and decision making through the three units of study: 

 

1) Democracy in the UK 

 Voting Behaviour, Voting Systems, Representation and Media.  

2) Social Issues in the UK  

 Health and Wealth Inequality OR Crime and Law 

3) International Issues 

 World Issue: Development in Africa      

                                                                                                                    

Recommended Entry: A grade A or B at National 5 Modern Studies 

 
Pupils may also chooses to undertake this course who have gained an A or B pass in any 

of the other Social Subjects.  

 

Assessment: All pupils will be required to pass three internal unit assessments. Pupils 

will also undertake an assignment which is externally marked and will be worth 1/3 of 

the total marks available for the course. Pupils will also sit an external exam over 2 hours 

15 minutes which accounts for 2/3 of the total marks available.  

 

 

Progression: 

 

Pupils may choose to study Modern Studies at Advanced Higher  level. There are also 

many college and university courses available which allow  further study of the subject.  

 

 
Careers: 

 

Careers in Modern Studies can include teaching, logistics, researcher, journalist, Law  

associated professions, management positions, the police and many, many more! 
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Curricular Area:   Social Studies 

 

 

Subject:  Business  -  National 4 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 

Course will provide the opportunity for pupils to use specific skills in a variety of business-

related contexts.  Pupils will: 

 

 explore the way business operates to meet its customers needs; 

 

 explore the role of business on our daily lives; 

 

 examine entrepreneurial attributes required for business start-up; 

 

 demonstrate independence and communication in including use of ICT and working with 

others in a business-related context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Progression:  
 

Business Management 

National 4   National 5   Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

 

 
Careers:  

 

Banking, Teacher, Administration, Business Support, Accountant, Management, Hospitality/

Catering, Tourism, Human Resources/Personnel 
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Curricular Area:   Social Studies 

 

 

 

Subject:  Business Management  -  National 5 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 

Business plays a vital role in society and this course will allow learners to gain 

an introduction to the world of Business. It aims to highlight the way in which        

organisations  operate and how they achieve their goals. Learners will under-

stand the way society relies on business to satisfy our needs and gain an in-

sight into the business systems  used to meet customer needs. The course also 

allows learners to develop enterprising skills and attitudes as well as financial 

awareness using       realistic business situations. 

 

 

 

 

Progression:  

 
Business Management 

 

Higher   Advanced Higher 

 

 

 

 

Careers:  

 

Banking, Teacher, Administration, Business Support, Accountant, Manage-

ment, Hospitality/Catering, Tourism, Human Resources/Personnel 
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Curricular Area:   Social Studies 

 

 

 

Subject:  Business Management  -  Higher 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 

The study of Business Management develops an awareness of the key elements of 

management within the context of the business as a whole. It has been devised to 

enable you to develop and enquiring mind in relation to business activity within 

the UK economy and also on a global scale. Not only is this course extremely  

useful if you intend pursuing a business or management related college of  

university course, but it will also arm you with the first tools necessary to become 

effective employees and possibly entrepreneurs of the future. 

 

 

Entry Requirements:   

An A or B at National 5 Business Management, an A or B at Intermediate 2 level 

or at discretion of Principal Teacher. 

 

 

Assessment:   

Learners must pass all units and the Course Assessment.  Course Assessment  

consists of a Caw Study (worth 50%) and a Question Paper (worth 50%).  Both 

are marked by the SQA and are graded A to D. 

 

 

 

Progression:  

 

Advanced Higher, Training or Employment, or Further Education. 

 

 

Careers:  

 

Banking, Teacher, Administration, Business Support, Accountant, Management, 

Hospitality/Catering, Tourism, Human Resources/Personnel 
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Curricular Area:   Social Studies 

 

 

 

Subject:  Hospitality  -  Practical Cookery National 3 / 4 

 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 

In  Hospitality, we aim to enable learners to:  

 use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery pro-

cesses when following recipes  

 select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes  

 develop an understanding of ingredients and their uses and an awareness of 

responsible sourcing  

 develop an awareness of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingre-

dients  

 work safely and hygienically  
 

The course is split into 3 main units of work: 

Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes  

Understanding and Using Ingredients  

Organisational Skills for Cooking  

 

There will also be an ‘added value’ unit where pupils will use the knowledge 

and skills that they have developed  in order to create a meal to suit a particular 

need. This will be the main focus of the final course award. 

 

Progression: 

 

Hospitality: Practical Cookery at National 4 and National 5 

 

 

 

Careers: 

       

Food Technology, Catering, Baking, Hotel management 
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Curricular Area :   Social Studies 

 

 

 

Subject : Hospitality  -  Practical Cookery National 5 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 

This National 5 course focuses on 3 main units of study: 

 

Cookery Skill, Techniques and Processes: 

Develops pupils’ practical cookery skills and their understanding of various pro-

cesses and techniques. 

Understanding and Using Ingredients: 

Develops pupils’ understanding of the importance of food’s characteristics and  

uses 

Organisational Skills for Cooking: 

Develops pupils’ planning and preparing for cooking. Considers the importance of 

costing dishes. 

Final Assessment: 100% of the marks come from the final practical exam set by 

SQA . This is usually a 3 course meal prepared and served in a set time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progression: 

 

College course for professional Cookery 

Hospitality management courses 

 

Careers: 

 

Chef 

Catering 

Hotel Management 
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Curricular Area : Expressive Arts   

 

 

Subject : Art & Design  -  National 3 / 4 / 5 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
Art and Design plays a central role in developing our sense of personal, social and cultural identity.  In 
Art and Design, our aim is to encourage imagination and creativity whilst offering students the oppor-
tunity to study as a level of ability appropriate to their individual needs. Art and Design also makes a 
significant  
contribution towards supporting students in developing transferable skills that include communication,  
creative problem solving, using technology and working with others – all relevant in preparing our stu-
dents for the journey beyond Ayr Academy, whatever route they take.  Art and Design students have 
enjoyed  
significant successes in National qualification courses and we are committed to ensuring that every stu-
dent exceeds their own expectations. 
 
A course award is made up of the following 2 units: 
Design activity with critical: student identify a design brief of personal interest; they explore a range of  
possible solutions before presenting an appropriate solution having considered relevant design issues.  
All practical work generated is presented for external assessment. 
Expressive activity with critical: students identify a theme of personal interest; they develop ideas for an 
expressive piece of work before producing a finished piece.  All practical work generated is presented for  
external assessment. 
 
National 3/4/5 
 
For National 5, the final grade awarded by the SQA is dependant on the completion of external assess-
ment evidence produced during both practical units & also includes the performance of the candidate in 
an  
externally assessed written paper which tests the candidates knowledge of the working practices of art-
ists and designers during the course. At National 3 and 4,  candidates produce written evidence along-
side the practical unit, the assessment of this level is completed on a pass/fail within the centre, there is 
no written exam at these levels. 
 

Progression: 

 
National 3                     National 4   National 5    

 

Higher         Advanced Higher 

 
Careers: 
The creative industries is an expanding area & a significant contributor to our economy.  Art & Design  
includes routes into a broad range of careers where creative thinking & problem solving is an ad-
vantage. These include: web design & development; fashion industry; hairdressing; millinery; anima-
tion; town  
planning; moving age industry (TV & Film); illustration; industrial & product design; jewellery design;  
architecture; conservation; teaching; art therapy; culinary arts; choreography; interior design; photog-
raphy; graphic design to name but a few. 
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Curricular Area : Expressive Arts   

 

 

Subject :     Art & Design  -  Higher 
 

 

Course context and skills development :  

 
Art and Design plays a central role in developing our sense of personal, social and cultural identity.  In Art 
and Design, our aim is to encourage imagination and creativity whilst offering students the opportunity to 
study as a level of ability appropriate to their individual needs. Art and Design also makes a significant  
contribution towards supporting students in developing transferable skills that include communication,  
creative problem solving, using technology and working with others – all relevant in preparing our students 
for the journey beyond Ayr Academy, whatever route they take.  Art and Design students have enjoyed  
significant successes in National qualification courses and we are committed to ensuring that every student 
exceeds their own expectations. 
 
A course award is made up of the following 2 units: 
Design activity with critical: student identify a design brief of personal interest; they explore a range of  
possible solutions before presenting an appropriate solution having considered relevant design issues.   
Developed work and final solution generated is presented for external assessment. 
Expressive activity with critical: students identify a theme of personal interest; they develop ideas for an  
expressive piece of work before producing a finished piece.  Development work and final solution work  
generated is presented for external assessment. 
 
Higher  
For Higher, the final grade awarded by the SQA is dependant on the completion of external assessment evi-
dence produced during both practical units & also includes the performance of the candidate in an externally 
assessed written paper which tests the candidates knowledge of the working practices of artists and design-
ers during the course.  
 

 
Progression: 

 

Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

 
Careers: 

 
The creative industries is an expanding area & a significant contributor to our economy.  Art & Design  
includes routes into a broad range of careers where creative thinking & problem solving is an advantage. 
These include: web design & development; fashion industry; hairdressing; millinery; animation; town  
planning; moving age industry (TV & Film); illustration; industrial & product design; jewellery design;  
architecture; conservation; teaching; art therapy; culinary arts; choreography; interior design; photography; 
graphic design to name but a few. 
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

 

 

Subject:  Music Technology  -  National 4 / 5    

 
Course context and skills development: 

 

The National 5 Music Technology Course enables learners to develop skills in the use of 

music technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio, and to use mu-

sic technology creatively in sound production. The Course also enables learners to ana-

lyse a range of 20th and 21st century musical styles and genres, and to develop a broad 

understanding of the music industry. 

 

It is assessed by a completed recording portfolio, including a log book and evaluation. This as-

signment is worth 70% of the overall mark. 

 

The remaining 30% is assessed by an Understanding (listening) paper testing you on your  

knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century musical styles and genres, music 

concepts and aspects of music technology. 

 

Please note there is NO instrumental work involved in this course. Pupils who select this 

course are also able to choose Music with Performing as they are two completely different 

subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Progression: 

 
National 4  National 5  Higher   Advanced Higher 
 

 

 
Careers:     
Teaching, Session Musician, Sound Engineering / Production, TV/Radio, Composer,  

Conductor, Orchestral Management, Instrumental Instructor, Music Therapist, Retailing,  

Critic / Journalist 
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Curricular Area:   Expressive Arts 

 

 

Subject:  Music  -  National 3 / 4 / 5 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 

In senior phase Music, we aim to begin an in-depth look at the three main elements of Music 

that are  

offered to pupils as they progress through the school. 

 

Performance—Pupils are encouraged to concentrate on two instruments of their own choice.  

Support form the Departments Instrumental Staff will be allocated where possible. We will  

focus on improving their playing technique, expression and overall       general musicianship. 

 

Understanding pupils will be exposed to many different types of music from various cultures 

and strive to increase their music concept knowledge and understanding. 

 

Composition—Pupils will combine all their previous theory learning and begin to learn the 

skills needed to compose their own piece of music with the help of ICT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Progression: 

 
National 3  National 4  National 5  

       

Higher   Advanced Higher 

 

 

 
Careers: 

 

Teaching, Session Musician, Sound Engineering / Production, TV/Radio,       Composer,  

Conductor, Orchestral Management, Instrumental Instructor, Music     Therapist, Retailing,  

Critic / Journalist 
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Curricular Area :   Expressive Arts 

 

Subject :   Music  -  Higher / Advanced Higher 
  

Course context and skills development :  
Pupils will develop their vocal and/or instrumental skills, explore sounds and musical concepts, and use 

their imagination and skills to create musical ideas and compositions. Pupils can further develop their  

understanding and capacity to enjoy music through listening to musical performances and commenting 

on them. Pupils will use ICT to realise or enhance their composition, and to promote their understanding 

of how music works. 

 

To achieve in the subject pupils are required to: 

1. Prepare and perform a programme of challenging music on two different instruments (including 

voice as an option) for a total of 12 minutes (Advanced Higher = 15mins). The performance time 

on 2 instruments or instrument and voice, must be a minimum of four minutes within the overall 

twelve-minute programme 

2. Compile a folio of original compositions, arrangements or improvisations (Advanced Higher can-

didates must also complete an Analytical Commentary comparing two pieces of music of their 

own choosing) 

3. A listening paper (40 marks). Pupils must demonstrate a depth of knowledge and understanding of  

4. music by responding to questions that relate to musical excerpts, music concepts and musical liter-

acy developed across the units and the course. 

The skills that learners gain throughout the Course will be valuable for learning, life and work.  Perform-

ing music, for example, demands skills of interpretation and creativity, as well as providing the oppor-

tunity to build confidence and self-esteem. The practice required to develop these skills can promote 

perseverance, among other things, as well as helping learners to learn how to learn. 

Other skills that learners gain include: 

·     Knowledge of the social and cultural influences on music 

·     The ability to reflect on their own development of technical and musical performing skills through 

regular  

       Practice / rehearsal 

·     Knowledge of basic skills and simple techniques relating to the creative use and application of  

      Music technology 

·     The ability to evaluate their own work and identify areas for improvement 

·     The ability to work independently and take responsibility for their own learning 

 

Pupils will be presented at Higher level, which provides progression from National 5 Music.  This 

course develops candidates’ practical performing and composing skills and their understanding of music 

styles, concepts and music literacy. Pupils will develop their creativity while composing and performing, 

and their evaluative skills. They will use self-reflection to improve and refine their performing skills and 

create music.  

 

Progression: 
 
Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

Careers: 

 
Music Teaching, Sound Engineering, Music Technology, Primary Teaching, Freelance Musician, Or-

chestral work, Composer, Arranger, Broadcasting, Journalism, History, Nursing 
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Curricular Area:   Technologies 

 

Subject:   Design & Manufacture  -  National 4 / 5 

 

 
Course context and skills development :  

            
This course is designed to engage learners in the world of design, manufacturing, engineering and marketing. 

It has been structured in such a way that will provide learners with valuable problem solving skills that will 

allow them to critically analyse a variety of everyday products and make educated adjustments to generate 

ideas for the future. 

 

The course is mainly classroom based and requires a great deal of commitment to get through the course  

successfully but it can be very rewarding. 

 

Learners will develop skills in design, through engaging in both theoretical and practical product analysis 

tasks.  Pupils will be provided with  opportunities to apply their critical knowledge of design factors to  

analyse existing products both individually and as part of a design team. Pupils will also be provided with 

the opportunity to plan, design and develop their own working product/model through a design project 

made in the workshop. 

 

Pupils will be introduced to the world of Design Engineering, and will gain skills and abilities in critically 

analysing the effects engineering principles and environmental  

concerns that may impact and influence designs of the future.  

This will be a theoretical unit, will be primarily focused how modern manufacturing  

processes influence design and how new products are invented from the old. 

 

 N4 - End of course assignment  Internally assessed.  

 N5 - Folio end of course assessment Internally assessed worth 60% of final mark. 

        + Final Exam worth 40% of final mark. 

 This course will be an excellent choice for pupils who wish to develop their creative and analytical thinking 

skills. Positive relationships with peers will be greatly promoted and will help increase pupil confidence and 

self belief in their own design concepts.  

We believe that this course can provide learners with a well rounded view of design  manufacture engineering 

and marketing and will prepare them well for future life and careers within these areas—  

     Product Design (a recognised university course) or any Design related profession. 

 

Progression:                           
Higher   Advanced Higher  

 

Careers: 

 

Any Design related environment and Product Design. 
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Curricular Area:   Technologies 

 

Subject:   Design & Manufacture  -  Higher 

 
Course context and skills development :  

            
This course is designed to engage learners in the world of design, manufacturing, engineering and marketing. It 

has been structured in such a way that will provide learners with valuable problem solving skills that will allow 

them to critically analyse a variety of everyday products and make educated adjustments to generate ideas for the 

future. 

 

The course is mainly classroom based and requires a great deal of commitment to get through the course success-

fully but it can be very rewarding. 

 

Learners will develop skills in design, through engaging in both theoretical and practical product analysis 

tasks.  Pupils will be provided with  opportunities to apply their critical knowledge of design factors to analyse 

existing products both individually and as part of a design team. Pupils will also be provided with the oppor-

tunity to plan, design and develop their own working product/model through a design project made in the 

workshop. 

 

Pupils will be introduced to the world of Design Engineering, and will gain skills and abilities in critically 

analysing the effects engineering principles and environmental  

concerns that may impact and influence designs of the future.  

This will be a theoretical unit, will be primarily focused how modern manufacturing  

processes influence design and how new products are invented from the old. 

 

  Higher -  Folio work Internally assessed worth 50% of the final mark. 

               +  Final SQA exam worth 50% of the final mark. 

 

This course will be an excellent choice for pupils who wish to develop their creative and  analytical thinking 

skills. Positive relationships with peers will be greatly promoted and will help increase pupil confidence and self 

belief in their own design concepts.  

We believe that this course can provide learners with a well rounded view of design  manufacture engineering and 

marketing and will prepare them well for future life and  careers within these areas—  

     Product Design (a recognised university course) or any Design related profession. 

Progression: 

 
Higher   Advanced Higher 

                           

 

Careers: 

 
Any Design related environment and Product Design. 
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Curricular Area:   Technologies 

 

Subject:  Administration & IT - National 3 / 4 / 5 

 

 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 

Course will provide the opportunity for pupils to use specific skills in a variety of 

administrative-related contexts.  Pupils will: 

 

 Use the following IT applications: word processing, spreadsheets, databases 

and desktop publishing in administrative contexts; 

 

 Use the following IT technology: internet, e-mail and e-diary for searching 

and communicating in administrative contexts; 

 

 Use skills to perform simple administrative tasks. 

 

 

 
Progression: 

 

National 3   National 4          National 5  

 

Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

 

 
Careers: 

 

Banking, Teacher, Administration, Business Support, Office Junior, Receptionist,  

Management, Hospitality/Catering, Tourism, Human Resources/Personnel 
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Curricular Area:   Technologies 

 

 

Subject:   Administration & IT  -  Higher 

 

Course context and skills development :  

 

Course will provide the opportunity for pupils to use specific skills in a variety 

of administrative-related contexts.  Pupils will: 

 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of administration in the workplace 

and its importance; 

 

 Develop a range of advanced IT skills for processing and managing  

 Information; 

 

 Develop a range of skills to communicate complex information effective-

ly, making appropriate use of IT; 

 

 Acquire skills in managing the organisation of events. 

 

Entry Requirements:  An A or B at National 5 Administration and IT, an A or 

B at Intermediate 2 level or at discretion of Principal Teacher.. 

 

Assessment:  Learners must pass all units and the Course Assessment.  

Course Assessment consists of an ICT based assignment (worth 70%) and a 

Question  

Paper.  Both are marked by the SQA and are graded A to D. 

 

Progression:   

 

Further Education; Training or Employment 

 

Careers:   

 

Banking, Teacher, Administration, Business Support, Office Junior, Recep-

tionist, Management, Hospitality/Catering, Tourism, Human Resources/

Personnel 
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Curricular Area :   Technologies 

 

 

Subject : Graphic Communication  -  National 4 / 5 

 

 
Course context and skills development: 
 

Graphic Communication is a subject that requires patience and attention to detail.  

Drawing board work (Technical Drawing) is still a part of the course but the computer course 

work using AutoCAD and Microsoft Publisher (CAG) are now key elements along with 

Sketching and Rendering skills. 

These are all methods of communicating information Graphically. 
 

As a means of communication, it is the language of the Architect, Engineer, Designer,  

Technician, Builder and Graphic Designer. 

 

Today, the subject is very much a subject for both Girls and Boys.                 

 

  Pupils are assessed in the following way:-- 

 

N4  -      Coursework is internally assessed.  

                Final folio assignment Internally assessed. 

          

N5 -       Final assignment worth 50% of the final mark Internally assessed. 

                Final SQA Theory Exam worth 50% - Externally assessed. 

     

The department  has had an excellent examination success pass rate with this subject but it 

should be pointed out that there is a strong emphasis on number work and mathematical skills,    

along with Cad and CAG Computer Skills,  and this should be considered.  

         

Pupils are assessed continually through end of topic assessments and homework. 

Progression:        

National 4  National 5   Higher    Advanced Higher* 

 

Careers: 
Graphic Communication is widely accepted by universities and colleges for Architecture,  

Engineering, Design and Graphic Design. 

 

Note:  *Will be available at another centre 
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Curricular Area :   Technologies 

 

 

Subject : Graphic Communication  -  Higher 

 
Course context and skills development: 
 

Graphic Communication is a subject that requires patience and attention to detail.  

Drawing board work (Technical Drawing) is still a part of the course but the computer 

course work using AutoCAD and Microsoft Publisher (CAG) are now key elements 

along with Sketching and Rendering skills. 

These are all methods of communicating information Graphically. 

 

As a means of communication, it is the language of the Architect, Engineer, Designer,  

Technician, Builder and Graphic Designer. 

 

Today, the subject is very much a subject for both Girls and Boys.                    

  Pupils are assessed in the following way:-- 

 

Higher  - Folio Assignment worth 50% of the final mark. 

                Theory SQA Exam worth 50% of the final mark,               

 

The department  has had an excellent examination success pass rate with this subject but 

it should be pointed out that there is a strong emphasis on number work and mathematical 

skills,    along with Cad and CAG Computer Skills,  and this should be considered.  

         

Pupils are assessed continually through end of topic assessments and homework. 

 

Progression: 

Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

 

Careers: 

 

Graphic Communication is widely accepted by universities and colleges for Architecture,  

Engineering, Design and Graphic Design. 
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Curricular Area :   Technologies 

 

Subject : Practical Woodworking  -  National 4 / 5 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
 The subject builds on the skills developed in S3 and pupils are required to complete four  

          assessed models set by the SQA. 

 The subject is still purely workshop based with a small amount of theory, providing skills for  

          future life. 

 The course contributes to a pupil’s personal development, self confidence and self esteem in a practi-

cal way. 

 

National 4/5 final assessment is by the quality of a pupils’ workmanship and tool/machinery knowledge and 

as such there is no homework or final exam associated with this course. 

A Learning Record/Diary of a pupils’ skills developed is required to be completed as each model is  

finished. 

 

There is an emphasis with National 4/5 on the standard of workmanship, quality of finish, knowledge of   

tools/machines with knowledge of drawings and wood joints required for which the Learning Record pro-

vides the evidence of a pupils’ knowledge gained. 

 

Pupils are taught  

 Safe use of Hand Tools, Power Tools and Machinery whilst learning  the importance of safety and  

    respect in the workshop. 

 A variety of Wood Joints and processes, the importance of accuracy and the importance of a 

    quality finish on their models. 

 To maintain a diary of the skills developed. 

 

Models made consist of  A variety of wood joints, 

                                                   Corner Bathroom Unit, 

                                                   Shoe Stand, 

                                                   Tool Box, 

                                                   Vanity Mirror (Final assessed model) 

          

This subject is also ideal for pupils wishing to demonstrate to any future employer that they have   

 the ability to  work independently and in a team, read dimensioned drawings, can work with their   

 hands with both hand tools/power tools and machinery whilst working with others in a safe manner.  Safety 

is paramount and exemplary behaviour is essential.          

                

Progression: 

 

National 4   National 5 

 

The subject is not available at Higher level. 

 

Careers: 

This subject is ideal for pupils wishing to demonstrate to any future employer that they have the ability to  

read dimensioned drawings, can work with their hands with both hand tools/power tools and machinery 

whilst working with others in a safe manner. 
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Curricular Area:  Religious and Moral Education 

 

Subject Studies:    Religious, Moral  

                              and Philosophical Studies   

      National 3 / 4 / 5 

 

Course context and skills development :  
 

World Religion:  You will have the opportunity to  investigate the  beliefs 

and practices of  a world religion.  This will be Christianity. 

 

Morality and Belief: In this unit you will investigate, discuss and debate on 

an issue of morality or belief.  Topics focused on will be Medical Ethics.  

This unit is called Religion, Medicine and the Human Body. 

 

Religious and Philosophical Questions:  In this unit you will investigate 

and  

debate on ultimate questions such as “If God exists, why is there suffering 

and evil in the world?” 

 

 

Skills Development & Life Skills: 

 

Decision making skills, Evaluating skills, Critical thinking skills, Research 

skills,      Literacy, Numeracy, I.C.T . 
 

 

Progression: 

 

National 3   National 4         National 5     

   

Higher   Advanced Higher 
 

Careers: 

 

Any job that involves working with people including — police work, Teach-

ing, Social Work, Counseling, Management, Nursing, Law, Journalism, 

Youth/Community Work... 
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Curricular Area:   Religious and Moral Education 

 

 

Subject: Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies  -     

                Higher                    

                  

Course context and skills development: 

 

World Religion:  Buddhism or Christianity.  You will have the opportunity to  in-

vestigate the  beliefs and practices of Buddhists or Christians.  

 

Morality and Belief: In this unit you will investigate, discuss and debate on an  

Issue of Morality.  The Unit you will study is called Religion, Morality and the 

Human Body.  

 

Religious and Philosophical Questions:  In this unit you will investigate and  

debate on ultimate questions such as why are we here? How did we get here? Is 

there a God?  

 

Higher RMPS  helps you to further develop a wide range of skills for life, learning 

and work including: writing skills, investigation skills, debate, discussion, analysis 

and evaluation. 

  

 

Progression: 

 

Candidates who successfully complete Higher RMPS have the opportunity to pro-

gress to Advanced Higher RMPS. 

 

 

 

Careers: 

 

RMPS is a highly useful subject for a number of further study/career paths. These 

include: Local government,  psychology, social care, teaching, police,  politics, 

counselling law and a wide variety of occupations that require you to work with 

people. 
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Curricular Area:   Technologies / Health and Wellbeing 

 

Subject:  Home Economics: Health and Food Technology  

               National 3 / 4 / 5 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 

In Health and Food Technology, the course has six broad and inter-related 

aims which allow learners to: 

 Develop knowledge of the relationships between health, food and nutri-

tion 

 Develop knowledge of the functional properties of food 

 Make informed food and consumer choices 

 Develop the skills to apply their knowledge in practical contexts 

 Develop organisational and technological skills to make food products 

 Develop safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation 

 

The course is split into 3 main units of work: 

Health and Food Technology: Food for Health 

Health and Food Technology: Food Product Development 

Health and Food Technology: Contemporary Food Issues 

 

There will also be an ‘added value’ unit where pupils will use their knowledge 

of the subject to develop their own food product to meet the specific need. 

This will be used alongside the traditional written paper to form the overall 

course award. 

 

 

Progression: 

 

National 3   National 4   National 5   

 

Higher    Advanced Higher 

 

Careers: 

 

Teaching, Dietetics, Merchandising, Clothing/Textile production, Consumer       

Adviser, Food Technology, Catering, Hotel Management, Retail Management, 

Nursing, Child Care, Human Resources, Customer Relations. 
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Curricular Area:   Health & Wellbeing 

 

 

Subject:  Health  & Food Technology  -  Higher 

 

 

Course context and skills development :  

 

This Higher course focuses on 3 main units of study: 

 

Food For Health: 

Considers , in depth, the relationship between food and good health. 

Food Product Development: 

Provides a deeper understanding of the way that a new food is brought to the  

market. 

Contemporary Food Issues: 

Considers, in depth, current issues that are affecting consumers’ choice of foods 

and how this relates to the food industry. 

 

Final Assessment: 50% of the marks for this course come from the Final exam. 

The additional 50% come from the Technological project set annually by SQA.  

 

 

Progression: 

 

Advanced Higher Health and Food Technology 

 

 

 

Careers: 

 

Food Product Development 

Teaching 

Business 

Marketing 
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Curricular Area:   Health & Wellbeing 

 

 

Subject:  Physical Education  -  National 3 / 4 / 5 

 
Course context and skills development: 

 
Core PE 

Pupils will experience a range of activities developing level 3 & 4 experiences and outcomes. Personali-

sation and choice will be offered through the activities pupils select to participate in from a variety of 

options. The course aims to promote healthy lifestyles and encourage pupils to engage in life long physi-

cal activity. In core PE pupils will be able to further develop practical performance skills whilst also 

working on team work, etiquette and responsibility.  

 

National PE 

National PE is suitable for pupils who have a keen interest in a range of sporting activities and have an 

excellent kit record. Homework will be issued at both National 4 and 5 on a monthly basis.  

There are two units pupils will be assessed on throughout the coursework these are: 

Performance 

Factors Impacting Performance 

 

Pupils must pass both units and will then be given the opportunity to undertake the course assessment to 

gain an overall course award.  There is no course assessment at National 3. 

 

Course assessment at National 4  

Performance (pass or fail) 

Course value assessment at National 5 

Performance 60% 

Portfolio (externally assessed) 40% 

Graded A-D 

 

All National pupils will:  

Investigate the Mental, Emotional, Social and Physical Factors that impact performance 

Practise, consolidate and refine movement skills 

Evaluate, analyse and plan to improve performance 

Develop effective decision making in competitive/demanding situations 

Learn and demonstrate etiquette with sport 

Work co-operatively with others 

Experience leadership and responsibility in sport 

 

Progression: 
National 3    National 4 

National 4    National 5  or Sport + Recreation National 5 

National 5 to National 6 

Core PE to S5/6 core PE or Sport + Recreation National 5 

 

Careers: 

Teaching, sports and leisure Industry, active schools, sports science as well as the armed forces. 
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Curricular Area:  Health & Wellbeing 

 

 

Subject:  Physical Education  -  Higher 

 

Course context and skills development: 

 
Higher is suitable for pupils who have already achieved an A or B pass at National 5.  

Pupils selecting Higher PE should have a keen interest in a range of sporting activities and 

have an excellent kit record. Homework will be issued on a fortnightly basis.  

 

There are two units pupils will be assessed on throughout the coursework these are: 

Performance 

Factors Impacting Performance 

Pupils must pass both units and will then be given the opportunity to undertake the course  

assessment to gain an overall course award. 

 

Course assessment:  

One off Performance 60% 

Question paper 40% 

Graded A-D 

 

All Higher pupils will:  

 

Investigate the Mental, Emotional, Social and Physical Factors that impact performance 

Practise, consolidate and refine movement skills 

Analyse factors and impact on performance and plan to improve performance 

Develop effective decision making in competitive/demanding situations 

Learn and demonstrate etiquette with sport 

Work co-operatively with others 

Experience leadership and responsibility in sport 

 

 

Progression: 

 

Higher PE                         Advanced Higher PE 

 

Careers: 

Higher PE can open career paths into teaching, sports and leisure industry, active schools, 

sports science as well as the armed forces. 
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Curricular Area:  Skills for Work 

 

Subject:  Sport & Recreation  -  National 4 / 5 

 

 

Course context and skills development: 
 

Sport and Recreation is suitable for pupils who are interested in a career in the Sports and  

Leisure industry although may also suit pupils interested in child care and developing  

interview skills. Pupils who select this course must provide PE kit for all sessions. There 

is some practical elements to the course but the focus is the organisation and running of a 

sports facility and employability skills.  

 

There are four units pupils will be assessed on throughout the coursework these are: 

Assist with a Component of Activity Sessions 

Employment Opportunities in the Sport and Recreation Industry 

Assist with Fitness Programming 

Assist with Daily Centre Duties 

 

Course assessment 

There is no external assessment for this course. To achieve the course award the candi-

date must successfully achieve all the units which make up the course. 

 

Assessment objectives 

 Technical knowledge and skills in relation to working in a sport and recreation setting 

 The skills of planning, reviewing and evaluating, including planning fitness for clients 

 Communication and customer care skills 

 Awareness of relevant health and safety and risk assessment issues 

 

Progression: 

 

Sport & Recreation National 4    Sport & Recreation National 5 

Sport & Recreation National 5   Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs) 

in Sport & Recreation through further education. 

 

Careers: 

Sport and Recreation National 5 can open career paths into the sports and leisure indus-

try, coaching or active schools. 
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Curricular Area:   Skills for Work 

 

Subject:  Travel & Tourism — National 4 / 5 

 
 

Course context and skills development: 

 

The Travel and Tourism course allows pupils to equip themselves with the 

skills necessary for a possible career in the tourism sector. The course will al-

low learners to experience, develop and reflect on general and specific  practi-

cal skills, knowledge and understanding together with employability skills and 

the attributes required to work in the travel and tourism industry.  There are 

four areas to this course: 

 

 Employability— This unit will allow learners to develop skills to enable 

them to become effective job seekers and employees in the travel and 

tourism industry 

 Customer Service—This unit will allow learners to develop the skills 

and knowledge to enable them to meet the needs of customers 

 Scotland—This unit will allow learners to develop their knowledge in re-

lation to travel and tourism in Scotland 

 UK and Worldwide—This unit will allow learners to develop their 

knowledge in relation to travel and tourism in the UK and beyond.  

 

This course will be internally assessed and there will be no final exam. Pupils 

will have the chance to take part in learning experiences outwith the class-

room to enable them to gain an in depth insight into the travel and tourism in-

dustries.  

Progression: 

 

This course can be further studied at Higher level. There are also many colleg-

es and universities that offer a range of courses in the travel and tourism in-

dustries.  

 

Careers: 

 

Careers in the travel industry include events management, hotel management, 

travel agent, holiday representative, tour guide, ecotourism, outdoor educa-

tion, flight attendant and many, many more! 
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Skills for Work Early Education & Childcare Level 4 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2pm-4pm 

Who is the Course for? 

National 4 Skills for Work: Early Education and Childcare is an introductory qualification that will help you to 

understand some of the demands and responsibilities of working in the early education and childcare sector. This is a 

great course if you enjoy the practical skills required to understand and care for young children, but there is an 

element of theory based learning too. 

What is the Course About? 

At National 4, you will cover basic issues in each area and begin to develop relevant skills such as team working skills, 

helping to plan play experiences and develop transferable employability skills, including: 

 an understanding of the workplace and the employee’s responsibilities (e.g. time-keeping, appearance) 

 self-evaluation skills 

 positive attitude to learning 

 flexible approaches to solving problems 

 adaptability and positive attitude to change 

 confidence to set goals, reflect and learn from experience 

 skills to become effective job-seekers and employees 

  

At level 4, you work alone or with others on straightforward tasks with support.  Units studied: 

 Child Development 

 Working in Early Education and Childcare 

 Play in Early Education and Childcare 

 Care of Children 

To achieve the Course award you must successfully achieve all the Units which make up the Course. 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements but you need to be able to work at level 4.  You will be interviewed and 

you need to show that you want to learn new skills, have a real interest in the area and that you are committed to 

consistent and full attendance throughout the course. 

How will I be assessed? 

The assessments used in this Course will allow you to show that you understand the ideas and theories and practical 

skills that you need to go further in the early education and childcare sector. 

Assessment approaches will include closed book tests and project based activities. 

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of this course will provide a good foundation for progression into NC level programmes in Early 

Education & Childcare, Health Care and Social Care. 

What do current students say? 

‘I’ve wanted to work in a nursery from a young age. This course has let me understand what skills and qualifications 

I’ll need to make that happen.’ 

AYR COLLEGE COURSES   
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Skills for Work Early Education & Childcare 

Level 5 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Tue/Thu 

2-4pm 

Who is the Course for? 

The course is designed as an introduction to Early Education and Childcare at Level 5 and gives you an understanding of 

the demands and responsibilities of working in the sector. It also provides suitable progression if you have studied the 

Level 4 Early Education and Childcare course. 

What is the Course About? 

National 5 Skills for Work: Early Education and Childcare is an introductory qualification that develops the skills, 

knowledge, and attitudes needed for working within the sector, including: 

 an understanding of the workplace and your responsibilities (e.g. time-keeping, appearance) 

 self-evaluation skills 

 positive attitude to learning 

 flexible approaches to solving problems 

 adaptability and positive attitude to change 

 confidence to set goals, reflect and learn from experience 

 skills to become effective job-seekers and employees 

  

You will study four Units and these are: 

 Child Development and Health 

 Play in Early Education and Childcare 

 Working in Early Education and Childcare 

 Care and Feeding of Children 

To achieve the Course award you must successfully achieve all the Units listed above. 

What do I Need? 

Ideally you should be working towards National 5.  There will be an interview and you need to show that you want to 

learn new skills, have a real interest in the area and that you are committed to consistent and full attendance 

throughout the course. 

How will I be assessed? 

The assessments used in this Course will allow you to demonstrate a competence in key knowledge, skills and attitudes 

required in early education and childcare sector. 

Assessment approaches will include closed book and project based activities. 

Next Steps? 

This Course may provide you with opportunities to progress to:  

National Certificate Group Award in Early Education and Childcare (Higher) 

What do current students say? 

‘I learned a lot about early education last year on the level 4 course but we’ve built on that a lot this year and I’m 

really sure this the area I’d like to work in’. ‘It’s been great studying at college this year. I’m coming to do Early 

Education fulltime next year and being here, getting to know the lecturers and the building  has made me a lot more 

confident about coming to college next year’. 

AYR COLLEGE COURSES   
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Skills for Work Early Education & Childcare 

Level 5 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Tue/Thu 

2-4pm 

Who is the Course for? 

The course is designed as an introduction to Early Education and Childcare at Level 5 and gives you an understanding of 

the demands and responsibilities of working in the sector. It also provides suitable progression if you have studied the 

Level 4 Early Education and Childcare course. 

What is the Course About? 

National 5 Skills for Work: Early Education and Childcare is an introductory qualification that develops the skills, 

knowledge, and attitudes needed for working within the sector, including: 

 an understanding of the workplace and your responsibilities (e.g. time-keeping, appearance) 

 self-evaluation skills 

 positive attitude to learning 

 flexible approaches to solving problems 

 adaptability and positive attitude to change 

 confidence to set goals, reflect and learn from experience 

 skills to become effective job-seekers and employees 

  

You will study four Units and these are: 

 Child Development and Health 

 Play in Early Education and Childcare 

 Working in Early Education and Childcare 

 Care and Feeding of Children 

To achieve the Course award you must successfully achieve all the Units listed above. 

What do I Need? 

Ideally you should be working towards National 5.  There will be an interview and you need to show that you want to 

learn new skills, have a real interest in the area and that you are committed to consistent and full attendance 

throughout the course. 

How will I be assessed? 

The assessments used in this Course will allow you to demonstrate a competence in key knowledge, skills and attitudes 

required in early education and childcare sector. 

Assessment approaches will include closed book and project based activities. 

Next Steps? 

This Course may provide you with opportunities to progress to:  

National Certificate Group Award in Early Education and Childcare (Higher) 

What do current students say? 

‘I learned a lot about early education last year on the level 4 course but we’ve built on that a lot this year and I’m 

really sure this the area I’d like to work in’. ‘It’s been great studying at college this year. I’m coming to do Early 

Education fulltime next year and being here, getting to know the lecturers and the building  has made me a lot more 

confident about coming to college next year’. 

AYR COLLEGE COURSES   
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Skills for Work Engineering Level 5 

1 year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Tue/Thu 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Who is the course for? 

Are you are interested in Engineering? Are you good at and do you enjoy problem solving? Do you wish to gain practical 

experience within the Engineering area? If so come along to College and join our Skills for Work Engineering Course.  

The course runs two afternoons per week for 1 year. 

What is the Course About? 

You will start to develop the practical skills, knowledge and understanding and employability skills needed within an 

engineering sector. This Course focuses on the broad areas of: 

 Mechanical/Fabrication, 

 Electrical/Electronic, 

 Engineering Maintenance 

 Design and Manufacture. 

  

This will allow you to gain transferrable skills which can be applied to any of the above engineering areas. The overall 

purpose of the Course is to make sure that you develop the practical skills, knowledge and understanding needed 

within this industry as well as developing the skills employers are looking. For example, team working, following 

instructions and working safely. 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements but if you want to take engineering further you should be working at 

National 5 level in Maths and Physics is also helpful to have.  You will be interviewed and need to demonstrate a desire 

to learn new skills and a commitment to consistent and full attendance; this will increase the chances of successful 

completion of the qualification. 

How will I be assessed? 

All of the units focus on the development of specific engineering skills. Assessment follows a similar pattern involving a 

range of practical activities which will produce evidence for all the outcomes. The evidence will be confirmed by the 

use of an assessor checklist, including knowledge and understanding of tools and equipment·and awareness of health 

and safety. 

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of this Course may provide you with opportunities to progress to a Full Time Engineering College 

Course. 

What do current students say? 

“A really good introduction to what to expect within the Engineering industry, I got to use tools and equipment that I 

don’t have access to at school and lecturing staff have indicated what the routes are to get into industry which is very 

helpful”. 

AYR COLLEGE COURSES   
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Scottish Vocational Qualification  Performing 

Engineering Operations, SCQF Level 5 

2 years 

  

South Ayrshire Ayr Campus 

Tue/Thu 

2pm- 5pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This course is for anyone who has an interest in Engineering, enjoys practical hands-on work in a workshop 

environment, can problem solve and wishes to gain relevant practical experience within this industry to possibly gain 

an apprenticeship.  You will populate and develop a portfolio which can be used to show employers during interviews.  

You need to be able to work safely and be very responsible about Health & Safety. 

 

What is the Course About? 

This course provides a basic requirement for a Modern Apprenticeship. Students will learn vocational skills in 

Engineering including, for example: 

 Carrying Out Aircraft Detail Fitting Activities 

 Installing Aircraft Mechanical Fasteners 

 Producing Aircraft Detail Assemblies 

 Producing Components Using Hand Fitting Techniques 

 Producing Mechanical Assemblies 

 Using and Communicating Technical Information 

 Working Efficiently and Effectively in Engineering 

 Working Safely in an Engineering Environment 

 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements but if you want to take engineering further you should be working at 

National 5 level in Maths and Physics is helpful too.  Candidates will be interviewed and need to demonstrate a desire 

to learn new skills and a commitment to consistent and full attendance. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Assessments are practical and focus on the attainment of new skills as and when you acquire them. You will be 

required to complete a log book. 

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of this Course may provide you with opportunities to progress to a full time Engineering College 

Course at College and there may also be opportunities for Modern Apprenticeships.  If you want to study Engineering, 

the PEO is a great addition to your National Qualifications because it shows that you have practical experience. 

 

What do current students say? 

“I enjoy being at College, with different students from other schools.  One day I am in the workshop and the other 

day the work is class room based learning.  It gives me a practical experience and understanding of what would be 

expected if I successfully gain an apprenticeship”. 
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Course Title Local authority Location/Day/Time 

National Progression Award 

Technical Theatre, Level 6 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Tue/Thu 

2.00 – 4.00 

Who is the Course for? 

This course will interest you if you are interested in lighting, sound, prop making, stage management or model set 

construction. 

What is the Course About 

The National Progression Award (NPA) in Technical Theatre in Practice at level 6 is designed to provide students with a 

range of design skills for use in technical theatre. Students will use design skills as well as specialising in specific areas 

such as lighting, sound, prop making or model set construction. 

  

SQA Course Units: 

 Technical Theatre in Context 

 Theatrical Design 

 Theatre Stage Lighting Operations (TBC) 

 Theatre Stage Sound Operations (TBC) 

  

What do I Need? 

All applicants will prepare for an interview for the course and should possess strong technical abilities as well as the 

ability to be self-motivated and work as a team member. Students who have a pass in STEM subjects like Woodwork, 

Physics, ICT as well as Art, Music and English etc would do well. You should be committed to consistent and full 

attendance throughout the course. 

 

How will I be Assessed? 

The majority of assessment is practical. You will have plenty of opportunities to develop competence and skills through 

formative work prior to any assessment.  

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of this NPA may provide opportunities for you to be considered for entry to other courses via an 

interview or audition for the National Certificate in Technical Theatre, HNC Technical Theatre, NC Sound Production 

 

What do current students say? 

“I like the hands on practical elements of the course best, it’s amazing to see everything that goes into actually 

putting on a theatre production, all the behind the scenes work is such a big part and I never realised before all the 

technical skills you need” 
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Course Title Local Authority Location /  Day / Time 

Professional Cookery level 5 units 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

Who is the Course for? 

This programme of units will give you a good grounding in professional cookery skills. You will be working in our 

industrial kitchens and will learn the techniques used in all professional kitchens. This will start with knife skills and 

techniques, cookery processes and how to manage them, and how to work within the current food safety legislation. 

You will produce a wide variety of dishes and will have the opportunity to showcase your talents at live events 

throughout the year. 

 

What is the Course About? 

You will attend on Monday and Wednesday afternoons from 2 – 4 pm where you will be working in either a professional 

kitchen using industry standard equipment, a restaurant or in a classroom (if required). 

  

You are required to wear appropriate clothing to meet current food safety law when in the kitchen. You will need to 

bring this with you for every class or you will not be allowed to participate in the class. These will be provided to you 

but you will need to wash these ready for the next class. 

  

The College will supply all of the required equipment for the programme 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements but to get the best out of this course you should have literacy and 

numeracy skills at least at level 4, enjoy working in a practical environment and have a real interest in the Hospitality 

industry. You should also enjoy the challenge of getting to know new people.  You need to be committed to attending 

all of the classes because there will be a lot of time spent developing and consolidating the skills required.. 

  

How will I be Assessed? 

Assessment is a combination of practical and theory. 

  

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of this course will prepare you for progression to a full time FE course or for beginning a career 

in the Hospitality industry. 

What do current students say? 

“I really loved the course, and it was brilliant being in a real professional kitchen – it helped me to decide this is what 

I want to do when I leave school.” 
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Foundation Apprenticeship in Engineering 

SCQF Level 6 

East, North and South 

Ayrshire 

  

Kilmarnock Campus 

Tue and Thur 2 - 5pm 

Who is the Course for? 

The Foundation Apprenticeship (FA) in Engineering aims to give pupils the opportunity to develop the skills and 

knowledge to enter into a career in Engineering and the Advanced Manufacturing sector and other Engineering related 

industries. The programme is designed to provide participants with theory, practice and related work experience. The 

FA in Engineering is aimed at pupils in S5 and S6 and will take 2 years to complete. It also contributes directly to 

achievement of the Modern Apprenticeship in Engineering by attainment of the core units of the MA qualification. 

What is the Course About? 

Year 1: In S5 pupils will attend College on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon and are expected to work towards their 

identified Performing Engineering Operations (PEO) level 2 units (SCQF level 5) and also a proportion of the core or 

restricted core units from an Engineering related National Certificate (NC) at SCQF level 6. 

Other activities in S5 will include introducing pupils to the employer context in which engineering roles exist and how 

engineering skills are utilised in the workplace; this will involve industrial visits to employers and talks from industry 

professionals. 
 

Year 2: In S6 pupils will attend college on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon. Pupils will complete any outstanding 

Performing Engineering Operations (PEO) units (SCQF Level 5) 5 units including 3 mandatory, and the remainder of any 

core / restricted core and optional units for the chosen National Certificate programme. The majority of work-related 

experience will be gained in S6 through a work placement and/or an industry challenge.  The work-based competence 

units will be delivered and assessed in the workplace. 

This course provides a basic requirement for a Modern Apprenticeship. Students will learn vocational skills in 

Engineering, units include:  

 Producing Components Using Hand Fitting Techniques 

 Producing Mechanical Engineering Drawings Using  a CAD System 

 Wiring and Testing Electrical Equipment and Circuits 

 Mechanical Engineering Principles 

 Engineering Materials 

 CAD for Engineers 

 Health and Safety: Engineering 

What do I Need? 

Candidates should have, or be working towards, National 5 Mathematics at the start of S5. A Physics qualification 

would be useful also. Candidates will be interviewed on an individual basis and need to demonstrate a desire to learn 

new skills and a commitment to consistent and full attendance. 

How will I be Assessed? 

Assessments are a mixture of practical, which focus on the attainment of new skills as and when you acquire them, and 

theoretical. Assessment is on an ongoing basis. 

Next Steps? 

At the end of the 2 years you will complete a combination of Performing Engineering Operations units and an NC 

Engineering incorporating work placement, achieving a Foundation Apprenticeship in Engineering. You could progress 

to an HNC in Engineering or into employment. 

What do current students say? 

“I enjoy being at College, with different students from other schools.  One day I am in the workshop and the other 

day the work is class room based learning.  It gives me a practical experience and understanding of what would be 

expected if I successfully gain an apprenticeship”. 
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Skills for Work Construction Crafts 

Level 4 

1 year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This course is suitable for both young people interested in a career within the construction industry. This entrance 

level course will enable candidates to develop good basic hand skills whilst gaining an insight into what our industry has 

to offer. 

  

Engaging with this course could be the start of a career which may allow you to become a Modern Apprentice which is a 

paid job with the pay increasing whilst you train. 

  

Students joining this course will attend college two afternoons each week for one year. During the course, 

opportunities and information will be provided by the lead industry bodies advising you on how to become an employed 

Modern Apprentice. 

  

If you can give a commitment to attend and give your best this course is achievable and will support progression to 

multiple opportunities within industry or college. 

http://www.citb.co.uk/citb-apprenticeships/ 

http://www.sectt.org.uk/apprenticeships.html 

http://www.becomeaplumber.com/ 

What is the Course About? 

The skills for work course gives you the opportunity to gain skills in a variety of trades-specific areas such as Joinery, 

Brickwork, Painting & Decorating, Plumbing and Electrical Installation. In addition you will develop generic skills and 

attitudes that enhance employability, within the construction / engineering industry, or other sectors. 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements.  You will be interviewed and you need to show that you want to learn new 

skills, have a real interest in the area and that you are committed to consistent and full attendance throughout the 

course. You need a positive attitude with a desire to succeed. 

How will I be assessed? 

Each subject / trade runs for approximately 10 weeks. Whilst in the workshop you will build practical models which are 

assessed, lecturers will provide guidance and support at all times. 

Next Steps? 

There are a variety of possible progression routes at the end of this course: 

A level 5 Construction course 

A full time course at college working towards a National Progression Award in Construction 

Modern Apprenticeship 

What do current students say? 

“I enjoy practical work more than theory, I have learned about brickwork, basic plumbing and have really enjoyed it”. 
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

Skills for Work Construction Crafts 

Level 4 

1 year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This course is suitable for both young people interested in a career within the construction industry. This entrance 

level course will enable candidates to develop good basic hand skills whilst gaining an insight into what our industry has 

to offer. 

  

Engaging with this course could be the start of a career which may allow you to become a Modern Apprentice which is a 

paid job with the pay increasing whilst you train. 

  

Students joining this course will attend college two afternoons each week for one year. During the course, 

opportunities and information will be provided by the lead industry bodies advising you on how to become an employed 

Modern Apprentice. 

  

If you can give a commitment to attend and give your best this course is achievable and will support progression to 

multiple opportunities within industry or college. 

http://www.citb.co.uk/citb-apprenticeships/ 

http://www.sectt.org.uk/apprenticeships.html 

http://www.becomeaplumber.com/ 

What is the Course About? 

The skills for work course gives you the opportunity to gain skills in a variety of trades-specific areas such as Joinery, 

Brickwork, Painting & Decorating, Plumbing and Electrical Installation. In addition you will develop generic skills and 

attitudes that enhance employability, within the construction / engineering industry, or other sectors. 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements.  You will be interviewed and you need to show that you want to learn new 

skills, have a real interest in the area and that you are committed to consistent and full attendance throughout the 

course. You need a positive attitude with a desire to succeed. 

How will I be assessed? 

Each subject / trade runs for approximately 10 weeks. Whilst in the workshop you will build practical models which are 

assessed, lecturers will provide guidance and support at all times. 

Next Steps? 

There are a variety of possible progression routes at the end of this course: 

A level 5 Construction course 

A full time course at college working towards a National Progression Award in Construction 

Modern Apprenticeship 

What do current students say? 

“I enjoy practical work more than theory, I have learned about brickwork, basic plumbing and have really enjoyed it”. 
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Days/Time 

Skills for Work Construction Crafts 

Level 5 

1 year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This course is suitable for young people interested in a career within the Construction Industry.  It is suitable for 

candidates that have achieved Construction Crafts Level 4 or have other relevant experience and qualifications. This 

course will enable you to develop good hand skills whilst gaining an insight into what our industry has to offer. 

  

Engaging with this course could be the start of a career which may allow you to become a Modern Apprentice which is a 

paid job with the pay increasing whilst you train. 

  

Students joining this course will attend College two afternoons each week for one year. 

  

During the course opportunities and information will provided by the lead industry bodies advising you on how to 

become an employed Modern Apprentice. 

  

If you can give a commitment to attend and give your best this course is achievable and will support progression to 

multiple opportunities within the industry or at college. 

  

http://www.citb.co.uk/citb-apprenticeships/ 

http://www.sectt.org.uk/apprenticeships.html 

http://www.becomeaplumber.com/ 

What is the Course About? 

You will develop good hand skills and learn trades-specific units – Joinery, Brickwork and Painting & Decorating.  In 

addition you will complete an Employability Skills unit which is designed to develop skills and attitudes that enhance 

employability, not just in the construction industry, but in employment generally. 

What do I Need? 

Construction Crafts Level 4 or other relevant experience.  Candidates will be interviewed on an individual basis, you 

need to demonstrate a desire to learn new skills with a commitment to attend and give your best. 

How will I be assessed? 

Each trade specific unit runs for approximately 10 weeks. Assessments are practically based and aim to further develop 

your skills. 

Next Steps? 

You have a choice of possible progression routes at the end of this course, for example a full time course at College 

working towards a National Progression Award in Construction or a Modern Apprenticeship. 

What do current students say? 

“A really good course which challenged me, having experienced three trades I was able to pick my strongest and the 

one I most enjoyed, this informed my choice before applying to college for an NPA in Painting and Decorating. The 

college has great workshops in addition I used industry standard tools and equipment. I felt really prepared for the 

next step in my career”. 
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Course Title Local Authority 

  

Location/Day/Time 

Higher Psychology 

Level 6 

One Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2pm-4pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This Course is for young people who specifically require Psychology to pursue their chosen career or progression 

pathway The purpose of the course is to examine the psychological approach to understanding human behaviour. 

 

What is the Course About? 

This Level 6 (Higher) course covers three areas: 

Research: this unit looks at the importance of research in Psychology and examines the methods of research & ethical 

considerations 

Individual Behaviour: this unit covers topics including sleep & dreams, stress, memory and psychopathology 

Social Behaviour: this unit examines conformity & obedience, prejudice and attraction 

  

In additional as part of Course Assessment you will need to complete an Assignment: each year SQA issues a choice 

of subjects for students to examine. From this, you will carry out your own research investigation, write it up and 

present it in a professional manner. 

  

What do I Need? 

You may not have studied Psychology before, so having a Higher in a relevant Social Subject or English is preferred.  

However, you should have at least 3 National 5 passes at B or above including English and one Social Subject.  

Presentation for the external exam depends on how well you get on throughout the year, including how you perform in 

the internal assessments and the prelim. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Each of the units contains one assessment which is marked by the lecturer. The assignment is marked by the SQA and 

forms 40% of the overall grade. There is a final exam that samples across the 3 units covered and forms 60% of the 

overall grade. Deadlines for submission are important and must be adhered to. 

 

Next Steps? 

Successful pass at Level 6 (Higher) could lead to progression to the HNC Social Sciences programme or progression to a 

Social Science degree courses at university e.g. Psychology, Criminology or Social Sciences. 

 

What do current students say? 

“I loved Higher Psychology – it was really different from anything I’d done at school and it was a brilliant way to look 

at people and what makes us tick…there’s a lot of work and you really need to keep up with the classes but it was 

very interactive with lots of great discussions” 
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Course Title Local Authority Location /  Day / 

Time 

National Progression Award – Bakery 

SCQF level 4 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2pm-4pm 

Who is the Course for? 

The National Progression Award (NPA) in Bakery at SCQF level 4 develops practical bakery skills in craft baking, bread 

making, cake decoration and pastry making. This award is aimed at candidates who are interested in pursuing a career 

in the bakery or catering industries, but do not necessarily have any prior experience. 

  

What is the Course About? 

You will attend on Monday and Wednesday afternoons from 2 – 4 pm where you will be working in either a professional 

kitchen using industry standard equipment, a restaurant or in a classroom (if required). 

  

SQA Course Units include: 

 Craft Baking: An Introduction 

 Bread Making: An Introduction 

 Cake Decoration: An Introduction 

 Pastry 

  

You are required to wear appropriate clothing to meet current food safety law when in the kitchen. You will need to 

bring this with you for every class or you will not be allowed to participate in the class. These will be provided to you 

but you will need to wash these ready for the next class. 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements but to get the best out of this course you should have literacy and 

numeracy skills at level 4, enjoy working in a practical environment and have a real interest in the Hospitality industry. 

You should also enjoy the challenge of getting to know new people.  You need to be committed to attending all the 

classes.  

How will I be Assessed? 

Assessment is a combination of practical and theory. 

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of this course will prepare you for progression to a full time FE course or for beginning a career 

in the Hospitality industry. 

What do current students say? 

“I really loved learning how to make bread and it was brilliant being in a real professional kitchen – it was like 

Masterchef!” 
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

National Progression Award Beauty Skills (with Hairdressing) 

Level 4 

1 Year 

 SAC Ayr  Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2pm-4pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This course will interest you if you enjoy using your creative ideas in a practical way. You should also like working with 

other people and discussing how best to produce the looks you want to achieve. You should be prepared to participate 

as a model for fellow students which will require you to remove your own make-up before class. 

  

What is the Course About? 

 The aim of this course is to give you the experience of a salon environment and the opportunity to learn about the 

different roles and responsibilities in Beauty Therapy and Hairdressing. 

  

You will gain practical experience of general salon duties including assisting with customer care.   

Beauty specific skills include facials, make-up, nail finishes.  

Hairdressing specific skills include shampooing, conditioning and drying hair.  

Throughout the course emphasis is on the development of employability skills and attitudes valued by employers.  

SQA Course Units:  

 Body Skills: An Introduction 

 Cosmetology: Make-up Artistry 

 Creative Nail Finishes to Hand and Feet 

 Hairdressing Practical Skills  

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements; however you will be interviewed to determine whether this is the right 

course for you. To get the best out of this course you should enjoy working in a creative environment and have a real 

interest in the Beauty Industry. You should also relish the challenge of getting to know new people and you must be 

able to commit to consistent, full attendance throughout the course. 

How will I be Assessed? 

You will be assessed mainly on a range of practical activities carried out in a salon environment.  You will also research 

and write up a project on a relevant topic such as nail finishes or make up. 

Next Steps? 

Course may provide you with opportunities to progress to: 

 A Level 4 or 5 Beauty or Hairdressing course. 

 An SVQ 2 course in Nails 

What do current students say? 

  

“Love facials, make –up hair and beauty together, one unit one day and another the next day”.  

“I didn’t realise that there was face painting and a hair unit”.  

“There is quite a bit of written work which I didn’t expect”. 
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Course Title Local Authority Location /  Day / Time 

NPA Computer Games Development 

Level  5 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Mon/Wed 

2pm-4pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This Course will interest you if you enjoy gaming and want to start making your own.  You should have a keen interest 

in a variety of genres and have an eye for detail and analysis.  If you’re interested in discussing and investigating new 

emerging technologies this is the course for you. 

What is the Course About? 

The National Progression Award (NPA) in Computer Games Development at SCQF Level 5 is intended to prepare you for 

progression to further study in Computer Games Development, Digital Media Studies, Computing Science and IT 

subjects.  You will: 

 Design your own narrative for a computer game 

 Design and create your own characters, objects and levels 

 Create and capture sounds and graphics 

 Design how the user interacts with your game 

 Undertake an activity to promote your game 

 Improve your core skills 

  

SQA Course Units:  

 Computer Games: Design 

 Computer Games: Media Assets 

 Computer Games: Development 

What do I Need? 

You need to have a basic level of skills in Microsoft Word and understand the general operation / navigation of a 

Windows based PC. You must possess an interest in at least one of the following: art, programming, audio or design. It 

would be good if you have played different games and consoles / platforms but not essential as we will discuss a 

variety of examples throughout. Some previous experience of coding using platforms like Scratch and App Inventor 

would be advantageous though not essential. 

How will I be assessed? 

You will be expected to create a portfolio of your work.  The portfolio may be paper or electronic (digital).  The 

portfolio should be completed over the period of the course, with you contributing material to the portfolio on an 

ongoing basis. 

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of the Level 5 course, may allow you to progress to: 

  Level 6 National Certificate course in a range of Computing and Digital skills 

  A Foundation Apprenticeship in Software Development  

What do current students say? 

 “Honestly, the College turned out to be much more enjoyable than I expected it to be.  Very flexible but I’m still 

able to work on and complete tasks.  The very flexible approach allows me to work at my own pace and still get it 

completed in time.  But it’s a lot more than just playing games”. 
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Course Title Local authority Location/Day/Time 

National Progression Award Sound Production: Recording 

Level 6 

1 Year 

SAC Ayr Campus 

Tues / Thurs 

2.00 – 4.00pm 

Who is the Course for? 

This course will interest you if you are interested in music and / or sound production and want to learn how to use 

industry standard software, such as Pro Tools, Ableton and Native Instruments, to create and manipulate tracks. 

What is the Course About 

This National Progression Award (NPA) is designed to equip you with the knowledge, understanding and skills you will 

need to succeed within the creative industries sector or to progress to further study. It is designed to bridge the gap 

between entry level education and professional career development. The NPA will allow you to develop a skill-set, 

linked to National Occupational Standards for Sound, which has a thorough grounding in audio recording practice and 

also allows individual and personalised skills development through the optional Units. 

  

SQA Course Units:  

 Sound Engineering and Production 

 Sound: Understanding the Signal Path 

What do I Need? 

There are no formal entrance requirements; however you will be interviewed to determine whether this is the right 

course for you. It’s useful (not vital) to own and play an instrument. You should be committed to consistent and full 

attendance throughout the course.  

How will I be Assessed? 

The majority of assessment is practical. You will have plenty of opportunities to develop competence and skills through 

formative work prior to any assessment.  

Next Steps? 

Successful completion of this NPA may provide opportunities for you to be considered for entry to other courses, 

e.g. National Certificate Sound Production SCQF level 6 or you may wish to consider other NPA programmes. 

What do current students say? 

“I Like the hands on practical elements of the course best and enjoy using up to date software.” 
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Course Title Local Authority Location/Day/Time 

National Progression Award 

Sport and Fitness: Team Sports (Football) 

Level 5 

1 Year 

East, North and 

South Ayrshire 

TBC 

Tue/Thu 

2pm-4pm 

  

Who is the Course for? 

This course is for you if you have an interest in, or wish to develop, valuable skills in the areas of football coaching and 

playing football. This course will run over one year. 

We anticipate that the applicants will have a strong interest in football and will currently be involved in either playing 

or coaching.  

What is the Course About? 

The NPA in Sport and Fitness provides the basic knowledge and skills in the theoretical and practical elements of 

football. 

As the course is focused on football there will be a high level of practical both playing and coaching. The sessions will 

be led by fully qualified football coaches and delivered in partnership with Ayr United Football Academy and 

Kilmarnock Football Club. 

  

SQA Course Units: 

 Sport and Fitness: Coaching Development 

 Sports Officiating and Organising – Recreational: Association Football 

 Sports Activity Participation and performance: Association Footlball 

  

What do I Need? 

A place on the course will be subject to a practical interview where pupils will need to demonstrate aptitude in 

football, a desire to learn new skills and show a commitment to consistent attendance. 

  

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment across the units will be a mixture of theory and practical and will test knowledge and understanding gained 

during class time. 

Next Steps? 

This Course may provide candidates with an opportunity for progression to a range of relevant NC courses. 

  

What do current students say? 

‘I really enjoyed the opportunity to work with professional coaches to improve my ability, one of the real highlights 

was working at the SFA coaching course where we worked with some of the best coaches in the country.’ 
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Module title Credits Short description 

Arts     

L185 – English for 

academic purposes online 

(October 2017 – June 

2018)  

  

30 This completely online course aims to develop the communication skills you 

need for successful academic study in English. Throughout the course, you 

will work with a wide range of texts from different subject areas. By 

exploring different subject areas you will develop the academic English that 

is most relevant to your study. You will use your knowledge and experience as 

you explore ways of reading and writing academic texts. You will also develop 

your academic listening and speaking skills in an online environment. 

Business and Management     

B122 – An introduction to 

retail management and 

marketing 

(October 2017 – March 

2018) 

30 This course looks at how retailing has developed, how retail outlets operate 

and how retailers apply retail marketing techniques. During your studies you 

will consider contemporary factors that affect retailing: globalisation; the 

impact of ever-changing technology; and social and ethical issues. This course 

is designed for retail industry employees wishing to develop a career in 

management, and anyone interested in working in the retail sector, or simply 

wanting to know more about the world of retailing. 

B190 – Introduction to 

bookkeeping and 

accounting 

(August 2017 – November 

2017) 

  

10 This short course caters for people who want a good grounding in double-

entry bookkeeping and the production of basic financial statements as well as 

anyone who wants to proceed to professional qualifications as bookkeepers, 

accounting technicians or fully qualified accountants. It is more demanding 

than most Level 1 courses and does require you to be highly committed to 

your studies, as it covers both introductory bookkeeping and accounting 

within a relatively short time period. You’ll gain practical skills in Excel 

spreadsheets and double-entry bookkeeping, both manual and computerised, 

as well as knowledge and understanding of the essential principles, concepts, 

ethics and limitations that underpin bookkeeping and financial accounting. 

LB170 – Communication 

skills for business 

(October 2017 – March 

2018) 

30 This practical introductory Level 1 course will empower you to undertake 

more insightful case-study analysis, write successful essays, and produce 

influential documents. From proposals to company reports, you’ll work with a 

wide range of texts from business studies courses and the wider business 

world, deepening your subject knowledge while developing your written 

communication skills – helping you to succeed in the field of business studies 

and business in general. 

B124 – Fundamentals of 

accounting 

  

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

  

30 This module provides a broad introduction to accounting study at the 

university level.  It covers the fundamentals of financial and management 

accounting as well as the essential skills, knowledge and ethics required to be 

a professional accountant. The module will also be suitable if you are in a 

general management position as the accounting material covers measuring 

management performance and improving financial planning, control and 

decision-making. You will gain an understanding of financial 

reports through their preparation, based on the double-entry bookkeeping 

system which is essential for the management of any organisation.  

OPEN UNIVERSITY COURSES   

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l185
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/l185
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b122
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b122
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b122
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b190
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b190
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b190
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/lb170
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/lb170
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b124
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/b124
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Engineering and Technology     

T192 – Engineering: 

origins, methods, context 

  

  

(October 2017 – March 

2018) 

30 This introductory module examines the range of human activity that is 

’engineering’, setting current practice in a historical context and looking 

forward to new developments that will help shape the future. Key scientific 

principles, mathematical techniques and design methodologies are introduced 

and explained, to equip you with a basic toolkit on which to build further 

study. Mathematics is presented in an engineering context to emphasise 

relevance and build your confidence in framing problems, addressing design 

challenges and formulating solutions. Reflective practice is encouraged 

throughout and you will have the opportunity to share and discuss aspects of 

your work with other students. 

TM129 – Technologies in 

practice  

(requires Higher 

Computing or related 

subject) 

(October 2017 -  June 

2018) 

30 This module provides an opportunity to sample some of the key areas in 

computing and information technology. You will be introduced to three topics 

as tasters for your future studies and career: networking, Linux and robotics. 

Studying these topics will enable you to develop essential skills if you are 

considering future employment in the computing and IT industry. You will be 

applying what you learn to develop a portfolio, to demonstrate your skills and 

understanding in these areas to potential employers. By studying this key 

introductory Level 1 module you can also begin to explore where your future 

career ambitions or interests might lie. 

Health and Social Care     

SK124 – Understanding 

the autism spectrum 

  

(November 2017 – April 

2018) 

15 This 20-week course provides an accessible introduction to the autistic 

spectrum, principles and problems of diagnosis, and biological and 

psychological approaches to explaining underlying causes. Approaches to 

care, education and therapy, and issues concerning social support, legal 

rights and wellbeing of individuals on the autism spectrum are explored. The 

course is especially relevant to educators, learning support workers and 

healthcare professionals; parents, siblings, care-givers and able people on the 

autism spectrum; and all those with an interest in the psychological and 

health sciences. 

OPEN UNIVERSITY COURSES   
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Languages     

L112 - French Studies 1 

(Intermediate French) 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 Ouverture: intermediate French follows on from Bon départ: beginners’ 

French (L192). It revises and consolidates the knowledge of French you 

already have and teaches more advanced language in the context of French-

speaking societies and French culture. 

L113 - German Studies 1 

(Intermediate German) 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 Auftakt: intermediate German follows on from Rundblick: beginners’ German 

(L193). It revises and consolidates the knowledge of German you already have 

and teaches more advanced language in the context of German-speaking 

countries and communities. 

L116 - Spanish Studies 1 

(Intermediate Spanish) 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 En rumbo: intermediate Spanish follows on from Portales: beginners’ Spanish 

(L194). It builds on your existing Spanish knowledge and teaches more 

advanced language in the context of Spanish and Latin American society and 

culture. 

L150 – Vivace: 

intermediate Italian 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 Vivace: intermediate Italian follows on from Andante: beginners’ Italian 

(L195). It revises and consolidates your knowledge of Italian and teaches 

more advanced language in the context of Italian society and culture. It 

offers insights into many aspects of everyday life in modern Italy, so you’ll 

have a better understanding of issues that concern Italian people. 

L161 – Exploring 

languages and cultures 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 This key introductory Level 1 module is designed to introduce key concepts 

relating to languages, language learning, plurilingualism and intercultural 

communication. It will help you develop intercultural skills and language 

awareness to support and complement the language skills that are covered in 

language-specific modules. Study resources include printed books, a 

dedicated website with online activities and audio-visual resources, and a 

discussion forum. Together, they will introduce you to some of the elements 

that define studying modern foreign languages and English language studies.   

L192 – Bon depart: 

beginners’ French 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 This key introductory Level 1 course – Bon départ: beginners' French – is 

designed to develop the skills you need to speak and understand simple 

French in everyday contexts. It explores life in France and introduces you to a 

wide range of practical situations such as travelling, shopping, working and 

eating out. 

L195 – Andante: 
beginners’ Italian 

(October 2017 – June 
2018) 

30 This key introductory Level 1 course – Andante: beginners' Italian – is designed 
to give you the skills you need to speak and understand simple Italian in 
everyday contexts. The course takes you through a wide range of practical 
situations such as travelling, shopping, working and eating out in Italy. 

L197 – Beginners’ 
Chinese 

(October 2017 – June 
2018) 

30 Beginners’ Chinese will give you the skills you need to speak and understand 
simple Chinese (Mandarin) in everyday contexts. No previous knowledge of 
Chinese is required. This key introductory Level 1 course will take you through 
a wide range of practical situations such as socialising, shopping and getting 
around. 

OPEN UNIVERSITY COURSES   
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Mathematics     

M140 – Introducing 

statistics 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 From this key introductory course you will learn how to use basic statistical 

tools and quantitative methods that are useful in business, government, 

industry, medicine, the economy, and most academic subjects. Topics 

covered include: summarising data; examining relationships; randomness and 

sampling distributions; probability; testing hypotheses; and estimation. Using 

data from a range of applications, you’ll learn practical statistical techniques 

and fundamental principles, as well as using software and a calculator to 

analyse data. 

MST124 – Essential 

mathematics 1 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 This key introductory module provides a broad and enjoyable foundation for 

university-level mathematics, but you do require some prior knowledge. It 

teaches you the essential ideas and techniques that underpin university-level 

study in mathematics and mathematical subjects such as physics, engineering 

and economics. You’ll study a range of fundamental topics – including 

calculus, vectors, matrices and complex numbers – and use mathematical 

software to solve problems. You’ll also develop your skills in communicating 

results and defining problems. This is not a module for beginners.  

MU123 – Discovering 

mathematics 

(October 2017 – June 

2018) 

30 This key introductory Level 1 course provides a gentle start to the study of 

mathematics. It will help you to integrate mathematical ideas into your 

everyday thinking and build your confidence in using and learning 

mathematics. You’ll cover statistical, graphical, algebraic, trigonometric and 

numerical concepts and techniques, and be introduced to mathematical 

modelling. Formal calculus is not included and you are not expected to have 

any previous knowledge of algebra. 

Science     

S151 – Maths for Science 

(October 2017 – March 

2018) 

10 Do you want to further your study of science but worry that you lack 

confidence in mathematics? Then this course could be for you. Mathematical 

techniques are explained, and worked examples are included throughout the 

course, but the main emphasis is on providing examples for you to try for 

yourself. Many of the examples have a scientific flavour and detailed answers 

are also provided. 

S175 – The frozen planet 

(October 2017 – March 

2018) 

10 This course explores the wonder of the polar world and explains how ice has 

shaped and controls our planet. It is about the physical controls on the shape 

and character of our planet over millions of years through to the climate we 

experience today. You will investigate the different environmental where 

wildlife flourishes, and the strategies some species have developed to exploit 

them. You will discover the influence of humans on the environment and the 

discoveries of the early polar explorers. 

OPEN UNIVERSITY COURSES   
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Science     

S176 – Living without oil: 

chemistry for a 

sustainable future 

(October 2017 – March 

2018) 

  

10 This course explores oil’s vital role in the modern world and assesses some of 

the exciting scientific developments that could lead to sustainable 

alternatives to oil. You will explore the properties of crude oil that make it so 

useful and then use this knowledge to examine some potential sustainable 

alternatives. You’ll study the development of biofuels; battery electric 

vehicles; hydrogen as fuel; and the production of biologically derived 

materials to replace plastics. Throughout the course you’ll focus on assessing 

the environmental impacts of these potential alternatives to oil products. 

S177 – Galaxies, stars and 

planets 

(October 2017 – March 
2018) 

10 Galaxies, stars and planets is one of a series of short, five month 10-credit 
courses introducing fascinating topics in science. It covers the exploration of 
our Solar System; the discovery of planets orbiting other stars; the birth, life 
and violent death of stars; and the creation of the Universe itself. 

S186 – Volcanoes, 
earthquakes and 

tsunamis 

(October 2017 – March 
2018) 

10 Volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis is one of a series of short, five month 
10-credit courses introducing fascinating topics in science. If you’ve ever 
been intrigued or affected by volcanic eruptions, earthquakes or tsunamis 
and want to find out more about why they happen and what they do, then 
this is the course for you. 

SK185 – Molecules, 
medicines and drugs: a 

chemical story 

(October 2017 – March 
2018) 

10 Molecules, medicines and drugs: a chemical story is a highly interactive 
online course that focuses on the chemistry that underlies medicines .After a 
brief introduction (which discusses the development and testing of drugs 
within a social and economic setting), you’ll move on to explore the discovery 
and development of a range of drugs and medicines that relieve pain, effect 
cures and alleviate the symptoms of ill-health. You’ll find out how drugs 
interact with and affect their target areas in the human body. 

Social Sciences     

DB123 – You and your 
money: personal finance 

in context 

(October 2017 – June 
2018) 

30 Are you interested in making more informed decisions about your personal 
finances? You and your money is a practical course that will develop your 
financial skills and improve your understanding of the constantly changing 
social and economic environment in which financial decisions are made. 
You’ll explore questions such as: Why do people borrow so much? How can I 
plan for my retirement? By the end of this key introductory Level 1 course, 
you’ll have a detailed understanding of some key personal finance issues that 
affect people’s lives, and the skills and knowledge needed to improve your 
own financial capability. 

OPEN UNIVERSITY COURSES   
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