
 

Monkton PS and EYC Newsletter October 
2026 
September flew in and we are now already in October. There are signs of Autumn now upon us 

with darker mornings and nights as well as slightly colder weather. 

September was a busy month in our school and EYC. Our 'Meet the Teacher drop in' event was 

well attended by parents and carers. Our new House Captains have been elected  - 

congratulations to these eight P7 pupils and well done to the others for delivering their 

speeches in front of the whole school.  

October is likely to be another quick and busy month which will include a Colour Run, our 

annual Foodbank collection, parents' evening, our Harvest Assembly, the Parent Council 

Halloween discos and Halloween dress up / activities. There will also be a week long holiday mid 

October  - we hope that everyone has a lovely break and enjoys spending time with family and 

friends. Please add all the dates below to your calendars / diaries  - I have tried include the main 

dates between now and Christmas for your convenience. 

As always, we are here to help. Please do not email staff directly but instead please email the 

school mailbox on Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk or contact the school office on 01292 

473456 and your enquiry will be directed to the right person.  

Mrs Miller, Head Teacher 

mailto:Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk


In This Newsletter 

 

 

This monthly newsletter has lots of information about the school and the EYC including: 

• Dates for your diary 

• Updates 

• Learning, Teaching and Assessment Zone 

• Community Noticeboard 

• Communication 



• Contact Us 

Dates for your Diary (UNCRC Articles 28, 29 and 31) 

 

Friday 2nd October 2026 - Colour Run (pm) 

Monday 5th October 2026 - PEEP Bookbug session with Nicola Lawrence - open to all EYC 

families - 9:15-10am in dining hall. 

Monday 5th - Thursday 8th October 2026- Foodbank collection  

Thursday 8th October 2026 – EYC Stay and Play at 2:20-2:50pm 

Parents' afternoon / evening (3-5pm and 5:30-7:30pm) with Book Fair available to view / 

purchase. 

Friday 9th October 2026 - Harvest Assembly (for pupils and staff). 

Monday 12th - Monday 19th October 2026  - October holidays then Inservice Day  - school and 

EYC closed. 

Tuesday 20th October 2026  - Pupils start back after holidays at 9am. 

Wednesday 21st October 2026  - New P1 Open afternoon drop in (for those who are due to 

start P1 in August 2027) 4-5pm 

Friday 23rd October 2026  - P2 Sharing the Learning session 2:15-2:45pm  - all P2 parents / 

carers invited. 

Thursday 29th October 2026  - afternoon / evening  - Parent Council Halloween Discos  - more 

details to follow soon. 



Friday 30th October 2026- Halloween dress up and activities in school / EYC  - all children 

welcome to dress up (no masks or props should be brought into the EYC / school please) 

Wednesday 4th November 2026- Parent Council meeting in school meeting room at 7pm - all 

parents / carers welcome 

Sunday 8th November 2026 - Remembrance Service at the cross in Monkton, meet at 10:45am 

for 11am start - all P7 pupils encouraged to attend but service is open to all children and 

families in our community 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th November 2026  - Book Week Scotland 

Friday 13th November 2026 - Children in Need - dress down day and activities planned by P7, 

donations accepted for the charity 

Friday 20th November 2026 - P3 and P4 Sharing the Learning session - 2:15-3pm  - all P3 and P4 

parent / carers welcome. 

Friday 27th November 2026 - P5 and P6 Sharing the Learning session - 2:15-3pm  - all P5 and P6 

parent / carers welcome. 

Monday  

Mondays 23rd November - Monday 14th December 2026 - EYC PEEP ORIM sessions (4 week 

block) 9:15-10am in dining hall 

From Tuesday 1st December  for the whole month of December -  

Wednesday 2nd December 2026 - Monkton Christmas Fayre - 6-8pm in the school  

Thursday 10th December 2026 - EYC - P7 Christmas Lunch 

Friday 11th December 2026 - EYC-P2 Sprouts! Christmas Show in school (am) 

Thursday 17th December 2026  - P1 and P2 Nativity for parents and carers at 9:30am 

EYC Christmas Show then Stay and Play at 2pm 

Friday 18th December 2026  - EYC Christmas Party  

P3-7 to Gaiety Pantomime  

Monday 21st December 2026 -  P3-5 Christmas Party (am  - first party) 

P6 and P7 Christmas Party (am - second party)  

P1 and P2 Christmas Party (pm) 



Tuesday 22nd December 2026 - School closes for Christmas holidays 2:30pm (EYC 3pm) 

Tuesday 5th January 2027 - School and EYC re-opens for staff and pupils at 9am 

Updates (UNCRC Article 17) 

 

This section contains important updates and information.  

 

Harvest Collection for Local Foodbank 

For Harvest, we are asking if each child (only if you are able to afford to) can please bring in 

some donations for South Ayrshire Foodbank, whom help to support those in the local 

community (including Monkton) who are struggling to provide food for themselves and their 

families South Ayrshire Foodbank | Helping Local People in Crisis .  

We are looking for donations of the following which will be delivered straight to the foodbank:- 

· Tinned Meat 

· Tinned Fish 

· Tinned Potatoes 

· Instant Mash Potato 

· Tinned Pasta 

· Microwavable Rice 

https://southayrshire.foodbank.org.uk/


· Tinned Vegetables 

· Instant Savoury Noodles 

· Tinned Tuna 

· Tinned Fruit 

· Tinned/Pkt Custard 

· Tinned Rice Pudding 

· Small Diluting Juice 

 

We would like all donations to come in from Monday 5th –Thursday 8th October 2026.  Please 

send any donations in with your child(ren) on these days or put them inside the box in the main 

foyer. Thank you! 

 If you are struggling and would benefit from help from this service, please contact South 

Ayrshire Foodbank on 0300 123 0900.  

 

Monkton PS / EYC - Review of Our Vision, Values and Aims - Parent Survey October 2026  

This session, we are reviewing and refreshing Monkton Primary and EYC's Vision, Values and 

Aims.  

Your views will help shape the culture, behaviour and learning experience for our children and 

young people. As our school, EYC and community evolve, it's healthy to revisit our Vision, Values 



and Aims every few years to make sure they still reflect the reality of our school and EYC today. 

This isn't about replacing what works; it's about checking that our shared language still fits the 

school we are now.  

We have already asked pupils and staff for their views and you will see some of their 

suggestions of new values below - the data was collated and analysed by our P7 House 

Captains.  We want to hear from all stakeholders therefore as parent / carers, you are now being 

asked for your views. Your voice genuinely shapes this process, and the more perspectives we 

gather, the stronger and more representative our final values will be.  

Please complete the short survey  - Monkton PS / EYC - Review of Our Vision, Values and Aims - 

Parent Survey October 2026  – Fill out form .  Posters will the QR code on will also be available 

at parents evening next week.  Please submit your response by 23rd October 2026. Thank you! 

 

Parent Council information 

You will have recently received a Parent Council newsletter which was emailed out to all parent 

/ carers and is displayed below. 

This is the current Parent Council Facebook page so if you wish to join please send a friend 

request. You can also contact them by emailing monktonparentcouncil@gmail.com . Thank you! 

The Parent Council is also organising the Christmas cards fundraiser again this year and all of our 

children have been busy designing their own card for this. More information will follow soon. 

The Parent Council are also helping to organise the Monkton Christmas Fayre  - more details to 

follow. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKR503ZqOjRpBhl6LJBH-C_ZUQksxSEQxS1M5MUNTREhUVEg4OVVTR0taRC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKR503ZqOjRpBhl6LJBH-C_ZUQksxSEQxS1M5MUNTREhUVEg4OVVTR0taRC4u
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1235677713909811/
mailto:monktonparentcouncil@gmail.com


The next Parent Council meeting takes place on Wednesday 4th November 2026 at 7pm in the 

meeting room in the school. All parents / carers are welcome! 

 

Monkton Parent Council Halloween Disco 

Monkton Parent Council is holding a Halloween Disco for all children in the school and 

EYC.  Children are welcome to attend in fancy dress if they would like to. 

Date: Thursday 29th October 2026 

EYC/P1 disco: 4-5pm – parents should attend with their child 

P2 – P4 disco: 5.15-6.30pm                                   

P5-P7 disco: 6:45-8pm 

All children must be collected by a responsible adult after their disco (including upper school 

classes). Please encourage your child to leave their mobile phone at home but if they do bring 

it, they will be asked to place it in a box on the way in and collect on the way out again. 

Ticket price includes the price of entrance, water/juice and crisps.  

Tickets on sale from now until Wednesday 28th October 2026. 

Link for tickets: https://www.pta-events.co.uk/monktonparentcouncil Please ensure that you 

select the correct class / disco for your child when purchasing tickets. 

Volunteers are needed to help at all discos.  Your help is greatly appreciated for without it 

events like these cannot go ahead. Please contact the Parent Council above. Thank you! 

October Holiday Programmes 2026 

South Ayrshire Sport and Leisure 

Message from Kieran Robb (Active Living Officier):-  

https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6ab3ee0763731503db064caa&Domain=south-ayrshire.gov.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=www.pta-events.co.uk&Base64Url=eNoNyEEOgDAIBMAXFe79DSEkGhSI3cr3dY5zALUmc3dTQYa9FlikSdv5znBklDx_au7Q8_oA0VgTIA%3D%3D


"We are thrilled to announce that our September and October Holiday Programme Activities are 

live on our website. We have a variety of sporting activities from one-day sessions to full week 

camps. 

If you would like to take a look at what is on offer, take a look at our website linked below: 

Holiday Programme - South Ayrshire Council 

We hope to see you all soon!" 

Ayr United Football Academy 

Message from Ryan McBride (Community Programmes Officer, Ayr United Football Academy):-  

"Ayr United are delighted to be running our final Football camp of 2026 this October week 

holiday at Queen Margaret Academy. 

We would be very grateful if you could share the link below with the families from your school 

for this camp. 

We are looking to engage with as many children as possible and your support with this is very 

much appreciated. 

Please see below the link for families to sign up. 

https://ayr-united-football-academy.classforkids.io/camp/151 " 

 

Safeguarding at Monkton 

https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/article/59700/Holiday-Programme
https://ayr-united-football-academy.classforkids.io/camp/151


The safety and wellbeing of children at Monkton Primary School and Early Years Centre is our 

upmost priority. If you have any concerns about a child protection matter, please contact the 

school to make an appointment with Mrs Miller (Child Protection Coordinator) or Mrs Ramsay 

(Depute Child Protection Coordinator). Both the HT and DHT are also PREVENT officers. 

Our Child Protection Guidelines can be found on the school / EYC website.  

Learning, Teaching and Assessment  (UNCRC Articles 28 and 29) 

 

School Improvement Plan for 2026-27 and Standards and Quality Report 2025-26 

These annual reports have now been finalised and approved by the authority. They are available 

to view on the school website. These show the EYC and school priorities for the year ahead 

which includes South Ayrshire Reads, reviewing our Vision, Values and Aims, Adaptive Teaching 

and Curriculum Improvement. 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/public/monktonpsandeyc/uploads/sites/11647/2026/09/02102140/Monkton-Child-Protection-Guidelines-2026-27.pdf
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/monktonpsandeyc/our-school/policies/


 

Improving Attendance 

Improving attendance is a South Ayrshire and school priority. Last session in South Ayrshire 

Primary schools, just over 37,000 days (the equivalent of over 220,000 teaching hours!) were 

lost to unauthorised absence.  

Poor attendance has been linked to lower levels of attainment, peer relationships, emotional and 

behavioural difficulties and poorer employment opportunities, which is why we want to see 

Every Learner Every Day! 

Please try to avoid booking term time holidays if you can as this affects attendance and your 

child will miss learning and their attendance rate will go down. 

At Monkton, we want to see every learner every day. Check out this inspiring video about our 

commitment to providing every learner with the opportunity to succeed!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nA0ngdDEtg&pp=ygUWc291dGggYXlyc2hpcmUgY291bm

NpbA%3D%3D 

We follow South Ayrshire Guidance on Attendance but have created our own  policy.  We are 

aiming for every child to have attendance of 95% and above  - you can check your child's 

attendance on parentsportal at any time.  If your child's attendance falls below 90%, we will 

issue a letter to alert you to this and to offer support to try to improve this.  

If your child is going to be absent from school, please submit the absence via Parentsportal or if 

your child is in the EYC, please contact the school office on 01292 473456 or email 

Monkton.mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk as soon as is possible in the morning of the absence. 

Please do not message on Instagram or Seesaw to inform us of an absence as we cannot 

guarantee that this will be read / accessed each morning. If you do not contact us, we will 

contact you to check the reason for your child's absence. 

Thank you for your support with this matter. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nA0ngdDEtg&pp=ygUWc291dGggYXlyc2hpcmUgY291bmNpbA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nA0ngdDEtg&pp=ygUWc291dGggYXlyc2hpcmUgY291bmNpbA%3D%3D
https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/article/61822/Every-Learner-Every-Day#:~:text=In South Ayrshire we know,world%2C and developing life skills
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/public/monktonpsandeyc/uploads/sites/11647/2026/10/01124036/Maximising-Attendance-Policy.pdf


 

Relationships and Behaviour at Monkton  

At Monkton, we have high expectations in relation to behaviour. We have a clear and 

structured  Relationships and Behaviour policy within the EYC and school which is reviewed 

every few years in consultation with all of our stakeholders – pupils, parents and staff. As a Gold 

Rights Respecting School,  we will continue to embed our school charters and each class has 

created individual class charters to ensure that everyone has shared high expectations across 

the school and EYC. Our expectations are discussed and reinforced within classrooms, the 

playground and at monthly assemblies. The aim is always to encourage children to take 

responsibility for the choices they make in relation to the way that they behave. As you will 

appreciate, some children's perception of situations does not always match that of others.  All 

incidents are recorded and monitored by staff.  Parents are contacted when required. 

In August, we sent out a parent guide detailing this policy with the newsletter and asked you to 

discuss the expectations with your child. Thank you. 

One of our school and EYC values is ‘Equity’.  Where some children require extra support for 

literacy or numeracy, other children may require enhanced support to help them to regulate 

their emotions and behaviour. Our nurturing staff are trained to support this. We live in a very 

diverse society, where some children have experienced trauma or are diagnosed as having 

ADHD or Autism. These children will be nurtured and supported by the entire Monkton 

Community to achieve their fullest potential, whilst also being supported to learn to take 

responsibility for their actions. We thank all parents / carers for showing a great awareness and 

understanding of this. We are well supported by the local authority with this, as we all work 

together to ensure equity and that "In Monkton, everyone is included!" (one of our aims). 

Thank you! 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/public/monktonpsandeyc/uploads/sites/11647/2026/08/19100123/20260818163718332_MonktonRelationshipsandBehaviourPolicy-ParentCarerLeaflet-August2026.pdf


 

Sharing Achievements 

This session, children will continue to be encouraged to share their achievements in the school 

and EYC. If your child has an achievement, they should bring it into the school / EYC to share 

with their EYP / teacher and peers on a Friday.  Alternatively, a photo can be sent on Seesaw 

(EYC) or emailed to Monkton.mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk which will be passed on.  Our P7 

Achievement Ambassadors look forward to updating our Achievement Board with achievements 

from across the school and EYC.  Thank you! 

 

mailto:Monkton.mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk


Community Noticeboard (UNCRC Articles 18, 24, 29 and 31) 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



Maximising Attendance Policy 

 



 



 



 

Communication (UNCRC Articles 3 and 5) 

 

Communication with parents / carers continues to be of upmost importance to us and we will 

communicate in a variety of ways. 



If you child is in the school, please report absences before 9:15am each morning via 

parentsportal if you can. Use the 'Absence Reporting; tile to do so. This can also be used to 

record appointments or any time that our child is required to be out of school. If your child is 

unwell, please adhere to the exclusion period e.g. 48 hours after last bout of sickness or 

diarrhea.  This will keep others healthy and safe. If you child is in the EYC, please report their 

absence to the office via phone or email.  Our full attendance policy can be found here. 

Important updates / information will be sent to you by email so please check daily for these. 

SMS text messages will only be sent if your child is absent (if you have not informed us) or for 

urgent information. 

The EYC use Seesaw to communicate with parents - sharing learning and information.  

In the school, Instagram issued for reminders and to share learning in class (2 posts per week 

per class). You will receive 2 class newsletters per year outlining what your child will be learning 

in class: EYC - P7.  

We have created a summary of the online platforms that we use and what information will be 

sent using each one. 

If you have any feedback, questions (however small) or information to be shared, please phone 

the school on 01292 473456 or email us – Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 

If you have any class based / individual pupil concerns, please contact the office to arrange to 

talk to your child’s class teacher or EYC key worker as first point of contact.  In some 

circumstances, you may wish to talk to -  

•Mrs Miller if your child is in EYC, P1, P2 or P3 or Mrs Ramsay if your child is in P4, P5, P6 or P7.  

Please do not email class teachers, HT or DHT directly as they may be out of school with no 

access to emails. Instead, please contact the school office to make an appointment or email the 

school mailbox with your enquiry. It will be passed on and they will respond to you during 

school hours, usually within 5 days. 

If you are not happy with the outcome of your enquiry, you have the right to escalate your 

complaint to the authority - https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/complaints/ 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/public/monktonpsandeyc/uploads/sites/11647/2026/10/01124036/Maximising-Attendance-Policy.pdf
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/public/monktonpsandeyc/uploads/sites/11647/2025/09/29103249/Communication-Strategy-Sept-25-1.pdf
mailto:Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/complaints/


Contact Us  (UNCRC Articles 5 and 18) 

 

 



01292 473456 

 

1 -  

Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 

 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/monktonpsandeyc/ 

 

m_p_s_2_r_h  (Primary Instagram) 

mailto:Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/monktonpsandeyc/


 

@MonktonPS – Primary and Early Years  

 

Seesaw app used in the EYC 

https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Flogin%2F
https://app.seesaw.me/


Our Vision, Values and Aims (UNCRC Article 2 and 

29)                                                                                                                        

 

Our Vision 

At Monkton, we encourage and support every child to be the best they can be.  Our ambition is 

to close the attainment gap by stretching and challenging all children.  Children are encouraged 

to have high standards and be aspirational about their future. A school in the community as well 

as a community in the school.  At Monkton We Fly As High As The Sky! 

 

Our Values 

The school values are Honesty, Compassion, Respect, Responsibility and Equity. 

For a number of years, the school has shared values with the other schools in the Prestwick 

Academy cluster.  The cluster schools have also created ‘Our Prestwick Promise’ which is- 

“We aim to work collaboratively across the cluster, supporting and challenging each other to 

improve outcomes for children and young people and to help raise attainment for all. We will 

work together across establishments to support equity and address gaps by sharing time, 



expertise and resources.  By working collaboratively, we endeavor to reduce workload and 

provide consistent approaches, pedagogy and systems to promote high quality learning and 

teaching.” 

Each year, we create a Prestwick Cluster Action plan which we work together on throughout the 

school session. 

 

Our Aims 

Fantastic futures for all! 

Learning life skills! 

You have pride in the school! 

 

Hard working children and helpful staff! 

In Monkton, everyone is included! 

Great learning experiences (including play)! 

Heart of the Monkton community!   


