
 

Monkton PS and EYC Newsletter 
October 2023 
After a suggestion at last month's Parent Council AGM, we have decided to try a new format for our 

monthly newsletters.  I hope that you enjoy exploring this newsletter and are able to access all the 

information that it contains.  Please bear with me while I learn all the features of Sway over the next few 

months. I will ask parents / carers for feedback after a few newsletters. 

September was a busy and very fast month in our school and EYC.  Our 'Meet the Teacher' event was 

well attended by parents and received very positive feedback.  Our new house captains have been 

elected - congratulations to these 8 P7 pupils and well done to the others for delivering their speeches at 

assembly. The EYC enjoyed a Book Bug session with Nicola from the PEEP team.  We enjoyed our dress 

down day and sponsored dance with Silly Gilly.  

If we can support in any way, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  As always, we are here to help.  

Mrs Miller  

Head Teacher 



In This Newsletter 

 

 

This monthly newsletter has lots of information about the school and the EYC including: 

• Updates 

• Dates for your diary 

• Community Noticeboard 

• Communication 

• Contact Us 



Updates  

 

This section contains important updates and information.  

 

Sponsored Event 

We held a dress down day and sponsored dance with Silly Gilly on Thursday 21st September 2023.  The 

children enjoyed their session with Silly Gilly and took part in the dancing enthusiastically as you may 

have seen from Instagram.   We were overwhelmed by all the donations received from this and to date 

have raised £1681.30 which is amazing.  All proceeds will go straight into the school and EYC funds which 

are used for activities and events throughout the year.  Thank you again! 



 

Parent Council 

This is the Parent Council Facebook page.  Apologies - the wrong one was shared in the September 

newsletter.  This is the current group so if you wish to join please send a friend request.  Thank you! 

The Parent Council are currently planning their Halloween  Disco for P1-7 pupils on Wednesday 25th 

October 2023.  Your child should have received a letter about this.  Please complete the slip and return 

with the money if they would like to attend. 

Due to popular demand, the Parent Council are recycling Monkton uniform items e.g. jumpers, jackets, 

blazers, polo shirts and cardigans.  They are also collecting unwanted Halloween costumes which could 

be reused this year.  Please put any donations that you have in the box inside the main entrance so that 

they can be re-used.  Thanks. 

The Parent Council are also doing the Cauliflower Cards fundraiser again this year and this week, all of 

our children have been busy designing their Christmas Card for this.  More information will follow soon. 

The next Parent Council meeting takes place on Wednesday 15th November 2023 at 6:30pm in the 

meeting room in the school.  All parents / carers are welcome! 

Attendance 

Improving attendance is a South Ayrshire and school priority.  Last session in South Ayrshire Primary 

schools, just over 37,000 days (the equivalent of over 220,000 teaching hours!) were lost to 

unauthorised absence. 

Poor attendance has been linked to lower levels of attainment, peer relationships, emotional and 

behavioural difficulties and poorer employment opportunities, which is why we want to see Every 

Learner Every Day! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1235677713909811/


Please try to avoid booking term time holidays if you can as this affects attendance and your child will 

miss learning.   

We follow the South Ayrshire Council policy on attendance and if your child's attendance falls below 90%, 

we will issue a letter to alert you to this and to offer support to try to improve this.   

If your child is going to be absent from school or the EYC, please contact the school office on 01292 

473456 or email Monkton.mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk as soon as is possible in the morning of the 

absence. Please do not message on Instagram or Learning Journals to inform us of an absence as we 

cannot guarantee that this will be read / accessed each morning. 

Thank you for your support with this matter. 

Respectful Relationships at Monkton  

At Monkton, we have high expectations in relation to behaviour.  We have a clear and structured 

Respectful Relationships policy within the EYC and school.  As a  Gold Rights Respecting School,  we will 

continue to embed our school charters and each class has created individual class charters to ensure that 

everyone has shared high expectations across the school and EYC.  Our expectations are discussed and 

reinforced within classrooms, the playground and at weekly assemblies.  The aim is always to encourage 

children to take responsibility for the choices they make in relation to the way that they behave.  As you 

will appreciate, some children's perception of situations does not always match that of others.   In  

August, we sent out a parent guide detailing this policy with the newsletter and asked you to discuss the 

expectations  with your child  - Respectful Relationship policy. 

Where some children require extra support for literacy or numeracy, other children may require 

enhanced support to help them to regulate their emotions and behaviour.  Our nurturing staff are 

trained to support this.  We live in a very diverse society, where some children have experienced  trauma 

or are diagnosed as having ADHD or Autism.  These children will be nurtured and supported by the 

entire Monkton Community to achieve their fullest potential, whilst also being supported to learn to take 

responsibility for their actions.  We thank all parents / carers for showing a great awareness and 

understanding of this.  We are well supported by the local authority with this, as we all work together to 

ensure equity and that "In Monkton, everyone is included!" (one of our aims). 

This year as part of our School Improvement Plan, we are reviewing the Respectful Relationship policy 

and our Anti-Bullying policy. At our parents' evening and afternoon next week, we will be asking for 

feedback from you for both these policies so please take the time to give us your views.  Their will be a 

stall outside the hall for you to do this.  Thank you! 

https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/article/28237/Attendance-behaviour-and-bullying
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/public/monktonpsandeyc/uploads/sites/11647/2023/10/03102506/Respectful-Relationships-Parent-Carer-Leaflet-Aug-23.pdf
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/public/monktonpsandeyc/uploads/sites/11647/2020/06/25094256/Anti-bullying-Policy-Jun-20.pdf


Dates for your diary 

 

Tuesday 3rd October 2023 -  Aiden (Active Schools) starting Spirit of Sport and Junior Coaching Academy 

with P6 and P7 pupils  

Wednesday 4th October 2023  - EYC ORIM PEEP sessions begin - please sign up in the EYC / P5-7 pupil 

groups restart 

w/b Monday 9th October 2023  - Harvest collection for foodbank  - please send in any donations before 

Friday 13th.  Thank you. 

Wednesday 11th October 2023 - P1-7 Parents’ Evening, 5:30-8pm  - appointments in hall and classrooms 

open to view 

Thursday 12th October 2023  - EYC Stay and Play 9:15am  and P1-7 Parents’ Afternoon, 3:15-5:45pm  (as 

above) 

Friday 13th October 2023  - No Pens Day  / Harvest Assembly / Close for October holidays at 3pm  

Monday 23rd October  2023 -  In-service Day for staff 

Tuesday 24th October  2023  - Pupils return 

Wednesday 25th October  2023  - Flu Immunisations / Parent Council Halloween Disco  - P1 – P3: 6pm-

7:15pm and P4-P7: 7:30pm-8.45pm 

Friday 27th October 2023 - Halloween Dress up & Halloween activities in hall (organised by P7) / P4 

Farm to Fork visit (am) 

Sunday 12th November 2023  - P7 to Remembrance Day service at 11am / Community Council Living in 

Monkton event pm 

Friday 17th November 2023  - Children in Need - dress down or wear jammies / Book Week Scotland - 

Sharing the learning event  - P1-3 parents invited to attend from 1:30-2:30pm 



Community Noticeboard  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

Communication 

 

Communication with parents / carers continues to be of upmost importance to us.   

Important updates / information will be sent to you by email or text message so please check regularly 

for these. 



Instagram is being used for reminders and to share learning in class (2 posts per week per class).  

Learning Journals are used in the EYC (minimum of 1 post per child per week).  You will receive 2 class 

newsletters per year outlining what your child will be learning in class: EYC - P7. 

If you have any feedback, questions (however small) or information to be shared, please phone the 

school on 01292 473456 or email us – Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 

If you have any class based / individual pupil concerns, please contact the office to arrange to talk to 

your child’s class teacher or EYC key worker as first point of contact.  In some circumstances, you may 

wish to talk to -  

•Mrs Miller if your child is in EYC, P1, P2 or P3 or Mrs Ramsay if your child is in P4, P5, P6 or P7.  

Please do not email class teachers, HT or DHT directly as they may be out of school with no access to 

emails.  Instead, please contact the school office to make an appoinment or email the school mailbox 

with your enquiry.  It will be passed on and they will respond to you during  school hours usually within 5 

days. 

If you are not happy with the outcome of your enquiry, you have the right to escalate your complaint to 

the authority - https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/complaints/ 

Contact Us 

 

mailto:Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/complaints/


 

01292 473456 

 

1 -  

Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 

 

mailto:Monkton.Mail@south-ayrshire.gov.uk


https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/monktonpsandeyc/ 

 

m_p_s_2_r_h  (Primary Instagram) 

 

EYC use Learning Journals 

 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/sa/monktonpsandeyc/
https://monkton.yourlearningjournals.co.uk/Login.aspx


@MonktonPS – Primary and Early Years  

Our Vision, Values and 

Aims                                                                                                                        

         

 

Our Vision 

At Monkton, we encourage and support every child to be the best they can be.  Our ambition is to close 

the attainment gap by stretching and challenging all children.  Children are encouraged to have high 

standards and be aspirational about their future. A school in the community as well as a community in 

the school.  At Monkton We Fly As High As The Sky! 

 

Prestwick Cluster Values 

For a number of years the school has shared values with the other schools in the Prestwick Academy 

cluster.  These are Honesty, Compassion, Respect, Responsibility and Equality.  The cluster schools have 

also created ‘Our Prestwick Promise’ which is- 

https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Flogin%2F


“We aim to work collaboratively across the cluster, supporting and challenging each other to improve 

outcomes for children and young people and to help raise attainment for all. We will work together 

across establishments to support equity and address gaps by sharing time, expertise and resources.  By 

working collaboratively, we endeavor to reduce workload and provide consistent approaches, pedagogy 

and systems to promote high quality learning and teaching.” 

Each year, we create a Prestwick Cluster Action plan which we work together on throughout the school 

session. 

 

Aims 

Fantastic futures for all! 

Learning life skills! 

You have pride in the school! 

 

Hard working children and helpful staff! 

In Monkton, everyone is included! 

Great learning experiences (including play)! 

Heart of the Monkton community!   
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