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During lockdown I utilised Microsoft Teams Class Notebook/OneNote to use Generate Sort Connect 
Elaborate to give pupils a structure to plan and create their own music. This was done in small steps 
(Generate and sort in one lesson then Connect and Elaborate in the next). Thinking Routines do not need to 
be exclusively in one lesson, they can provide learners with a routine/process to follow over a number of 
lessons. This also allows the task to give each pupil the opportunity to complete the task at their own pace. 
I have extended this Thinking Routine to have a CREATE stage beyond Elaborate to provide challenge and 
next steps in their composition.  
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Pupils can complete this task on their own or with others. A group may choose to create eight ‘Generate’ 
boxes before coming together (Using MicroLab Protocol Routine) to select two boxes they would like to 
use for the group composition. The discussion and collaboration can help pupils extend their decisions and 
knowledge of note values/rhythm.  
 
Some pupils prefer to work solely using a worksheet but others like to use instruments to experiment and 
try out their ideas before finalising them on the sheet.  
 
A next step for this Thinking Routine could include pupils using music notation software such as Sibelius or 
MuseScore to insert and amend their music.  
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What has the impact been on learning and the learners?   
  

Learners engaged with the task better than the previous approach which had them delve deep into the planning 
stage and doing two steps in one. The impact has been that the task is much more progressive and has given pupils 
a process to follow.    

How did the thinking routine add value to learning?  

Using the concept map it has added value by giving clear structure for thinking and investigation and there is a 
process they must follow. This has allowed learners to progress seamlessly through the planning stage and 
prepared themselves with a guide to develop their ideas.   

What difference did it make to my teaching?  

This task was additional to my planning and creation of the unit which initially raised a time constraint concern. This 
has actually eradicated the time misused in the explanation and more time given to thinking and discussing the task.  

 


