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➢To enable parents/carers to know how to better 
support their children in their learning of phonics.

➢To answer questions regarding the teaching and 
learning of phonics.

Aims of Workshop



Being able to read is the most important skill children 
will learn during their early schooling and has far-
reaching implications for lifelong confidence and 

well-being. 
(Letters and Sounds Principles of Practise of High-Quality Phonics) 

Everything starts with reading…



By the end of nursery most children should be able to:

➢Listen attentively
➢Have increased vocabulary supported through frequent conversations
➢Speak confidently to adults and other children
➢Identify different environmental sounds including phonemes
➢Reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear in words
➢Orally segment words into phonemes

Phonological Awareness



What is Phonological Awareness ?



Supporting Phonological Awareness at 

Home



What is Phonics? 

Phonics is the link between letters and the sounds they 
make. 

Although there are 26 letters in our alphabet the English 
language has 44 phonemes (speech sounds). 

A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound that make up a 
word. 



What we cover in P1

Videos showing the correct pronunciation can be found at - www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy


A grapheme is the written representation of these phonemes.

Graphemes can be written using either:

• A single letter (m, a, s, d)

• 2 letters – digraph (sh, ch, th)

• 3 letters - trigraph (igh, air)

What is Phonics?



Phoneme

Digraph

Trigraph





What does it mean to Decode?



What does it mean to Encode?



Learning Phonemes through – 

Songs/Actions 



Resources used for Learning



Children are taught to produce the sounds accurately so 
that the children can blend them together to read a word

‘Shwa’- The technical term for the ‘uh’ sound we add at 
the end of a phoneme

Mmmm not muh

Ssssss not suh

Llllll not luh

Videos showing the correct pronunciation can be found at 
- www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-
easy

Blending to Read

Recognising the letter sounds in a written word, for example:

r-a-t
and then blending them in the order in which they are 

written to pronounce the word ‘rat’.

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy


Floppy Phonics is a highly structured programme 
working through progressive phases. Assessment takes 
place every half term and this determines book band.

Children are taught: 
➢The full range of common letter/sound correspondences 
➢Learn to hear separate sounds within words (segment to 
write). 
➢Learn to blend sounds together (blend to read). 
➢Read tricky words

Floppy Phonics
Dandelion Reading Scheme



Tricky Code Words

There are many words that cannot be blended or segmented. These become a 

focus later in the year.

Set 1      to    the    no    go    I    into

Set 2        he  she  we  me be  was  my 

  you her  they       all   are



Children are taught:

➢to break down the sounds they can hear in 
words and write the corresponding graphemes 
using their phoneme fingers.
➢Write each letter forming it accurately. 
➢Hold their pencil correctly.
➢Write lower case letters unless at the start 
of a name or sentence.

Segmenting to Write 

(Encode)



➢Using ‘sound buttons’ can you say how many 
phonemes are in each word:

Using Sound Buttons to 

Segment



Examples of writing towards the 

end of P1



➢Read, Read, Read! Home phonics books/Oxford Owl

➢Encourage your child to speak in full sentences.

➢Play I spy, Scrabble

➢Challenge your child to find objects that begin with a certain 
sound. 

➢Play online games together (Phonics Play, Alphablocks on Cbeebies

➢Can you find me the m-i-l-k? b-r-ea-d? p-ea-s. 

How you can Help at Home



➢Find the letter that pasta, sausage, eggs begins with? ppp-pasta to 
emphasise. It doesn’t need to be a short word to get them tuned in to 
initial sounds. 

➢Can you find the letter that makes this sound?

➢Make a word for them to blend to read (2 or 3 letters).

➢Say a word for them to sound out and make –segment.

➢ Ask them to say the sounds as you point to them. 

How you can Help at Home



➢Use your homework resources

➢Practise letter formation.

➢Practise writing own first names 
and then surnames. 

➢Correct pencil grip – Tripod 
Grasp

➢Avoid capital letters

How you can Help at Home



How you can Help at Home

➢Writing doesn’t have to be with a 
pencil.



Readingwise Website  

Zip Module 

This is an online programme which helps to consolidate phonics learning.

This is a universal offer for all parents/carers from P1- P3 

Children will receive a login and password to access the Zip module.

Recommended 5-10minutes per day x3 per week.

Optional if you choose to use it with your child– but an excellent opportunity to 
support your child at home with their learning.



Reading Books

➢Children will bring home one reading book each week, these will be changed every 
Thursday and issued on Friday. 

➢We expect at least 3 reads per week at home and we ask that your child’s reading diary 
record is signed each time.

➢Reading books have mainly decodable words with some tricky code words, so children can 
use their blending skills to read the books.

➢These books are matched directly to the assessment level and are carefully chosen- all 
children learn at different rates.

➢By the end of the week, your child will probably be able to read their book by just looking at 
the words as a whole, this is called fluency and this is the aim!



Weekly Lending Library

➢Designed to promote reading for 
pleasure and enjoyment/ used as a 
bedtime story.

➢Children are not expected to read these- 
they are too challenging!

➢Your child will have a chance to 
change their book every Friday.



• Routine and book care- find the best time to read, model how 
to handle carefully and take responsibility for their 
belongings.

• Oracy skills- a great opportunity to develop speech and 
language and support literacy rich conversations.

• Expand vocabulary and prepare children for phonological 
awareness and listening.

• Story structure- read the pictures, find beginning, middle and 
end.

• Comprehension- understanding and answering questions

Bedtime Stories



EM

Talk about the Picture to 

support reading

Who is in this 

picture?

Where are they?

What time of day 

is it? How do you 

know?

What do you think 

is happening in this 

picture?



Scottish Book Trust

Family Book Bags

PARENT 

SESSION

21.11.25



By the end 

of P1

Writing
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. 
They also write some irregular common words. They write sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 

Reading
Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular 
words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They 
demonstrate an understanding when talking with others about what they have read. 



Assessment 

➢Regular assessment of learning takes place following a block of learning of 
new phonemes.

➢Any children who are identified as struggling will be supported by our Early 
Years Practitioner and in class. In addition, communication will take place 
with parents/carers to encourage additional consolidation work to take place 
at home.



➢Book loss and damage significantly impacts our ability to provide the essential 
resources our children need for their phonics and reading learning.

➢ Please be aware, charges will be implemented for lost and missing books.

➢This will be added to your ParentPay account.

Book damage/missing books



Importance of Attendance

➢Regular attendance at school means that your child can make the most of their 
education and improve their chances in adult life. School can also help your child’s social 
skills such as making and developing friendships. 

➢The link between attendance and attainment in school is clear. The more a child is in 
school the more they increase their opportunity to fulfil their potential.

➢Good punctuality is important. For example, if a child arrives 15 minutes late at school 
each day, they lose almost 2 weeks of education over the year. Good punctuality also 
helps your child get into good habits for when they enter the world of work. 

➢Lateness can cause your child embarrassment and, in some circumstances, can count as 
unauthorised absence.



Thank you for coming

➢Remember, children progress at different rates.

➢All efforts and hard work is to be celebrated.

➢Any questions?


	Slide 1: Early Years Literacy Workshop
	Slide 2: Aims of Workshop
	Slide 3: Everything starts with reading…
	Slide 4: Phonological Awareness
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: What is Phonics? 
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Floppy Phonics Dandelion Reading Scheme
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36

