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     Primary 1Y Term 2 Newsletter


We are back and ready to learn after the October holidays. It has been great fun starting of the term celebrating all things Autumn, Halloween, and Diwali. Your children had a very successful and busy start to Primary 1 and we aim to have the same fabulous experiences over the upcoming weeks. Within this newsletter I have included some information about the various learning aspects your children will be taking part in this term and important dates for you to take a note off. 
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[image: ]Literacy and English
Listening and Talking: We will be encouraging the use of communication cards and play charts to promote communication independence. The children will become familiar with using their personal lunch card to ask for their food in the lunch hall and begin making more choices about their learning and wants using play/choice charts. We will also be encouraging the use of the Makaton signs ‘open’ and ‘help’. 
Reading: Your child will be exposed to lots of lovely stories through their class library and book buddies’ partnership with the P7 mainstream classes. Our class topic this term will be Julia Donaldson and some of the stories they will be listening to are The Gruffalo, Stickman, Sharing a Shell, and The Smartest Giant in Town.
Phonics: For phonics we will continue to use ‘Sunnybank Sounds’ and revise our previous red sounds along with our new blue sounds. Our blue sounds are ‘d, s, t, l, j, r and z’ which are made under the tongue. 
Writing: This term the children will keep working on their pre-writing skills, over-writing of letters and copying their name. We will also be looking at using boardmaker symbols and choice charts to change aspects of stories/characters to create our own. For example, changing the description of the Gruffalo to give him pink fur and green prickles on his back.











Numeracy and Mathematics
In numeracy the children will having a weekly number input exploring numbers up to 10. We will be looking at number recognition, representing numbers in various ways, ordering and sequencing, missing numbers, counting, and matching etc. The children really enjoyed our ‘nursery rhyme’ of the week last term so we have decided to continue it again. Some other concepts we will cover are:
Revision of previous concepts – colour, shape, big and small. 
Patterns – creating and extending various AB patterns (colour, shape, movement, natural materials). 
Fractions – matching half and quarter pictures together and sharing items equally between a group. 
Measure – looking at ‘tall and short’, ‘heavy and light’, ‘full and empty’. 
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Our topic this term is ‘Julia Donaldson’. We will be exploring some of her famous stories and learning about the key themes through sensory play experiences. Here is some examples of the activities we will be completing: 
· Room on the Broom – science experiment: Will the wind blow the objects away?
· The Gruffalo – building a log pile house for the snake.
· Monkey Puzzle – matching animals to their prints.
· Sharing a Shell – exploring water pollution.
· Smartest Giant in Town – measuring ‘Giants’ clothing.
· Snail and the Whale – making DIY snail slime.
· Stickman – rescuing stickman from ice cubes.
Health and Wellbeing 
This term we will be looking at encouraging the children to recognise their emotions and utilise the Zones of Regulation that they were introduced to last term. They will become familiar with their personal toolkit strategies and the children will be supported to refer to their toolkits when necessary. At this stage the adults will support them to pick a strategy. 
We will also be exploring key themes within our Julia Donaldson stories such as kindness, sharing, helping others and being brave. 
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Guidance for Parents 
We respect the unique set of circumstances and values each family has and home learning is parental choice. Please do as many or as few suggestions listed below. 
Home learning should never be stressful for a family.  If you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s learning, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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	Listening and Talking 

If you would like any communication charts for home, please get in touch with what you would like on it. A simple breakfast choice board is a good one to start with. 
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	Writing 

Painting water on walls with a paintbrush, colouring in cardboard boxes, using sticks to draw in mud, getting messy with shaving foam in the bath are all mark making ideas that you could use at home. If you have a highlighter, you could draw marks- straight lines, arches, swirls, and zigzags for your child to trace over to practice pencil control.  
	Phonics

During our phonics inputs we will continue to develop our vocabulary of the world around us by linking our sounds to objects we are familiar with i.e., j for jelly, jam, juice. 
In class we are beginning to challenge the children to identify and sort objects by their initial sound. You could hold up a dinosaur and a lion and ask your child to point to the one beginning with ‘d’.


	Numeracy and Mathematics 

Our numeracy concepts this term can fit well into your everyday routine. You could gather together some toys and model how to equally share them or make a snack together and split it in half. You could create an AB movement pattern i.e., clap, stamp, clap, stamp’. For measurement you could look for tall and short objects in the environment, engage in water play at bath time and fill and empty cups with water or get your child to help carry the shopping and discuss which bag is heavy and which is light. 

	Nursery Rhyme of the Week

Here is a copy of our nursery rhymes of the week if you would like to join in at home. 
· 22.10 – ‘1,2 Buckle my Shoe’
· 28.10 – ‘2 Little Dickie Birds’ 
· 04.11 – ‘Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes’
· 11.11 – ‘Zoom, Zoom, Zoom’
· 18.11– ‘3 Blind Mice’
· 25.11 – ‘Alice the Camel’
· 02.12 – ‘Teddy Bears, Teddy Bears, Turn Around’
· 09.12 – ‘Five Finger Family’
· 16.12 – ‘5 Little Snowmen’
	Life Skills

As part of Health and Wellbeing the children will have lots of opportunities to develop life skills for independence. Your child may already be doing some of these activities however the areas we will be focusing on this term are making a sandwich, organising a bowl of cereal, pouring a drink, washing dishes, setting a table, folding clothes, dusting furniture, wiping down a table and wrapping a gift. 


[image: Text Box]If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Miss Young (class teacher), Mrs Iannotti (school assistant) or Miss Cameron (Principal teacher). 

Miss Young


image6.png
December

Monday 2nd - Christmas Post Boxes out
Wednesday 4th - P7 Christmaths

Friday 6th - Dress Down day and bring a Bottle for the Christmas Fayre
Wednesday 11th - P3 - 7 to Panto

Thursday 12th - EYC to P7 Christmas lunch
Friday 13th - Christmas fayre

Tuesday 17th - P1 - 3 Nativity

Tuesday 17th - P5 and 6 Party

Wednesday 18th - P1 - 3 Nativity|

Wednesday 18th - pm P3 and 4 Christmas Party
Thursday 19th - P1 and 2 Cinema Trip

Thursday 19th EYC Show am and EYC party pm.
Friday 20th - Winter assembly

Friday 20th - Close at 2.30pm
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Home Learning Grid
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Dates for your diary
October
Tuesday 22nd - Ayr Advertiser coming to photograph Primary 1
Wed 23rd - 15t PEEP Session 9:15 - 10.00
Wed 23rd - Silly Gilly Autumn Celebration Party
Thursday 25th - Pumpkin Drive 6.30 - 8.30
Wednesday 30th - Flu Immunisation
November
Primary 3 - 7 STAR Reader Assessments and P4 and P7 NSAS
Friday 1st - Halloween Dress up day and activities.
Friday 1st - Parent Voice meeting
Wednesday 6th - 6pm Parent Council Meeting
Thursday 7th - Outdoor Classroom Day
Monday 11th - Anti Bullying Week
Monday 11th - Primary 7 to Prestwick Cross for Remembrance
Friday 15th Children in Need - Dress Down Day
Monday 18th - Book Week Scotland
Monday 18th Road Safety Week
Monday 18th - P7D to Dolphin House
Monday 25th - P7G to Dolphin House




