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Fisherton Primary School


Newsletter

Thursday 18th June 2020


Dear Parents/Carers,

We hope that you and your families are safe and well and that lockdown didn’t present too many challenges. In light of the Coronavirus Pandemic, a number of things have changed and we hope that the following information will be useful.

Preparations for our return

You will be aware now that the Scottish Government have issued a strategic framework for reopening schools, and early learning and childcare settings as we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic. It sets out the steps that we will take to reopen schools and central to this is the need to continue to observe public health guidance and prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children, parents and staff. 

Operating Hours

I am very pleased to be able to inform you that the school will operate from 9am-3pm Monday to Friday. Our pupils will return to school on Wednesday 12th August. There will require to be some flexibility around this operation within the school in order to accommodate pupils returning to school full time. 
Transport arrangements still require to be resolved due to the fact that the guidance around operating capacity is between 10 and 25%.  You will understand the impact that this has on the current provision. 
Therefore, I would encourage as many families who are able to bring their child to school to do so, as this will enable any additional capacity to be directed to those families that absolutely require it. 

Class Structure

	Year Group 
	Teacher
	Classroom Setting- 

	P1/2

8 pupils
	Louisa Eaglesham:  Mon, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. 
(Maternity Cover for Laura Martin)
Amanda Holland- Tuesday

	Classroom previously used for 
‘The Big Class’

Max number of pupils allowed in this room is 8. 

	P4/5/6

13 pupils
	Helen Hamilton: Tues-Friday
Amanda Holland: Monday

In order to be able to comply with social distancing we require to operate a model where 2/3 pupils will work with the school assistant in the hall once per week. A rotation will be organised for this and you will be informed which day in the week this will occur for your child. 
	Classroom previously used for 
‘The Wee Class’

Max Number of pupils allowed in this classroom is 12. 

Pupils will receive 4 days in class with class teacher and 1 day in hall with school assistant with work prepared by class teacher. We appreciate your flexibility with this as it is the only option that we have in order to return to school full time. 



Staffing

Mrs Martin will be leaving temporarily to have her baby and we therefore welcome Miss Eaglesham to the school during this time. Mrs Blain has been working at Fisherton for 6 years and has been with the council for 18 years, she will be sorely missed by staff and pupils.  We thank her for her valuable contributions to our school and wish her a long and happy retirement.
Morning Break
Morning break will be staggered to accommodate distancing guidelines with each class accessing the playground at a different time. 

Lunches
For those entitled to FSM, Packed lunches will be delivered by South Ayrshire Council to the school each day until further notice and there will be no hot meals.   Pupils bringing their own packed lunch from home must do so in in a disposable bag. All children will wash their hands before eating this within their learning zone.  To enable social distancing, staggered lunches will comprise of 15 minutes for eating and 15 minutes for play. 


Arrangements for entering the school

To adhere to government guidelines regarding social distancing to minimise the risk of infection to staff, parents/carers and pupils, South Ayrshire have asked that we implement the following measures:

· Parents/carers are strongly encouraged to drop children off at the school gates and not enter the playground. Drop off and pick up is limited to 1 adult per family.
· Parents/carers should not enter the school building unless by prior appointment
· Visitors are not permitted to the school unless essential and with prior appointment
· The playground will be marked for pupils to line up with a 2m distance.
· Pupils should not arrive at school earlier than 9am unless advised to do so for staggering purposes or via school transport.
· Pupils will apply hand gel when entering the school

What Staff will do on a daily basis

· Surfaces, resources and toilets will be thoroughly cleaned after each use
· Encourage children to wash their hands frequently and use the hand gel provided
· Adhere to social distancing guidelines 
· Be vigilant with respect to the identification and management of suspected cases of COVID-19 and follow the required government guidelines 

Classroom Resources
The school staff have created learning spaces for all pupils which allow for 2m distance.  Each child has a resource box which contains everything they require such as text books, jotters, and a stationary caddy on their individual desk.   This is to prevent pupils from having to share any resources.  No pencil cases, toys or books should be brought in from home. Any homework returned will be placed in a box and left for 72 hors before marking. School bags and jackets will be placed on the back of each child own chair.  Gym clothes suitable for outdoor use will be most beneficial as the hall will not be able to be used for PE. 

Correspondence
If you have not already done so, we now require you to supply us with an email address which will enable you to receive information via Groupcall as paper copies will not be issued.  

Further communications and appropriate information relating to individual school planning and guidance for schools will be made available to parents on the South Ayrshire website.  This will include an FAQ section for parents to answer as many of the commonly asked questions as possible.  It is anticipated that this will be available online from Monday 22nd June 2020.

We thank you in advance for your assistance to implement these precautions to ensure the safety of children, staff and parents/carers. As and when we receive further guidance or restrictions are eased, we will keep you informed of how these impact on your child/ren and our daily management of classroom teaching and learning.


Many thanks for your continued support,

Leeanne Campbell 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Head TeacherPEEP
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Swimming Lessons






· Friday 17th January
· Friday 24th January
· Friday 31st January
· Friday 14th February
· Friday 21st February
· Friday 28th February
· Friday 6th March
· Friday 13th March
· Friday 20th March
· Friday 27th March


Outdoor Learning Days
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