
Dalmilling Primary School 
Family Update 

October/November

Our Vision:  
Inspire, Engage and Succeed 

Together
Our Core Value: 

We Care



A Note from Mrs Thomson
Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you all had a good October holiday.  As the school year progresses, we are excited to share updates and highlights about what 

has been happening at Dalmilling along with any general updates, upcoming events and tips to support your child’s learning and well-

being.

It’s with mixed emotions that I announce some staffing news.  Mrs McTaggart will be leaving us at the end of November to embark on a 

new role as Depute Head Teacher at Ayr Grammar Primary. Mrs McTaggart has been a valued member of the Dalmilling team for 12 

years.  Throughout her journey with us, she has made an immeasurable impact with her dedication, building strong relationships with 

our children and families, and always going above and beyond in her work. While we are truly saddened to see her go, we know that Ayr 

Grammar Primary is incredibly fortunate to gain her talents. We’ll miss her, but we wish her all the best as she steps into this exciting 

new chapter.  In the coming weeks, we’ll be planning a special celebration to show our appreciation for her hard work and commitment 

at Dalmilling.  Please join us in wishing her every success in her new role.  We know that Mrs McTaggart has worked closely with many 

of you, and I would like to reassure you that you will continue to be supported.

Jane, our Lollipop lady, will be retiring at the end of October.  I would like to say a huge thank you to Jane for the role she has played in 

keeping our children safe when crossing the road and her hard work and commitment to the Dalmilling community.  Jane is currently 

absent from work but will be visiting us at some point for a special assembly to allow us to show our gratitude to her for her years of 

service.

As always, if you would like to discuss anything, please get in touch.  Thank you for your continued partnership in your child’s education.

Kind Regards,

Mrs Thomson 







Parent Council Chair: 
Caitlin Lawrie



Every Learner Evey Day!

At Dalmilling Primary, we want to see 
every learner every day. 

We have now started a Walking Bus to 
school.  If you would like your child to be 
included in the bus route, please let us 
know. 

 

#EveryLearnerEveryDay 
#SouthAyrshireCouncil



South Ayrshire Communication Friendly 
Environments

• We are delighted to share that we were 
recently awarded our South Ayrshire 
Communication Friendly Environment badge –
and are only the second school in South 
Ayrshire to achieve this.

• Our hard work into creating calm, nurturing 
and inclusive classrooms was recognised by 
the team who visited us. They commented on 
how welcomed they felt by pupils and staff. 



Children in Need

On Friday 15th November we 
will be supporting Children in 
Need.

Pupils are invited to dress down 
or dress with a Children in 
Need theme and bring a 
donation.  We will have a 
special assembly and activities 
in classes for Children in Need.

Remembrance

Our Primary 7 pupils will be 
going round the school over the 
coming week with poppies for 
The Scottish Poppy Appeal, 
who provide support for 
current and former members of 
the Armed Forces as well as 
their families. This support is in 
recognition of their sacrifices 
and service.  A small donation 
would be appreciated.  

Halloween!

On Thursday 31st October our 
P7 children will be having a 
Halloween Fayre, where they 
will have the opportunity to 
take part in Halloween games 
and activities.  Class teachers 
have also planned some 
Halloween themed activities.

Children should wear school 
uniform for the day of 
Halloween.



Scottish Book Week – 18th November  

To celebrate Scottish Book Week, we will be hosting an 
event for P1-P3 where P1 will receive a Book Bug bag 
and P2 and P3 will receive their Read, Write, Count 
bags.  The event will be a short overview of the 
resources within the bag and an opportunity for you 
to explore them further with your child.  

The dates for this event are:

P1 18th November at 2.15pm

P2 19th November at 2.15pm

P3 20th November at 2.15pm





The Dally Colour Run

It was fantastic to see the return of our 
annual fundraiser with a difference.  We have 
raised an amazing £2162.65!  

A huge thank you to everyone who 
participated, supported and donated money.



Coffee and Chat
We have had a further 2 Coffee and Chat meetings 
with our parents.  We have had a good turnout so far 
and we would encourage you to come along and join 
us for a coffee.

This month we discussed:

• Feedback on Homework and Class Newsletters

• Improving Communication

• Parent Questionnaires Feedback



Family Movie Night

A huge thank you to everyone who 
supported our family movie night on 
Thursday night.  We had nearly 100 
people who attended!

Thank you to the Parent Council who 
organised the snack bar and tea and 
coffee.

The next movie night will be Thursday 
19th December at 6pm.



Highlights
Primary 7 are working 
alongside Thriving 
Communities and the 
Gaiety on a 
Pantomime Project 
developing their 
performance and 
communication skills.

Our handball club recently attended 
an event where they had huge 
success playing competitively with 
other schools.

Our athletics 
club recently 
attended an 
athletics day 
where they 
were able to 
participate in a 
range of 
athletics events.

P4-7s participated in the National Poetry 
Day Guinness World Record Attempt to 
beat the record for the Largest Poetry 
Lesson – this might be worthy of the 
newsletter! We're still to hear whether 
we broke the record or not, but the poem 
that we co-created with Laura Mucha can 
be found here: What Do You Think 
Counts? - The Children’s Poetry Archive

Primary 7 enjoyed 
their first challenge 
day where they 
participated in a 
range of activities.  
These visits across 
the year support 
the transition to Ayr 
Academy.

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/what-counts/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/what-counts/


P7 Links with Ayr Academy 





Supporting Your Child at Home - Reading
Thank you to everyone who came to our “I Read, You Read” 
event.  Miss Campbell talked to parents and carers about our 
approaches to teaching reading.  All parents have been sent 
an information pack giving information about these 
approaches.  

Here are a few tips to help you with your child’s learning at 
home:

• Create a Homework Routine: Set aside a quiet, 
distraction-free time and space for your child to complete 
their homework. Consistency helps build good habits.

• Encourage Reading Every Day: Whether it’s a book, a 
magazine, or even a comic strip, reading daily improves 
literacy skills and comprehension. Take turns reading aloud 
or ask your child to summarise what they’ve read.

• Talk About Their Day: Show interest in your child’s school 
day by asking specific questions like, “What was your 
favourite part of today?”



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qceY9FdlpUqYrI_ZFheP2fPV
5MXpemtCmzXbMjLSjD9URTEwSzAyOU04NlE5MEhOTFlaWjNFOU1HRy4u 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qceY9FdlpUqYrI_ZFheP2fPV5MXpemtCmzXbMjLSjD9URTEwSzAyOU04NlE5MEhOTFlaWjNFOU1HRy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qceY9FdlpUqYrI_ZFheP2fPV5MXpemtCmzXbMjLSjD9URTEwSzAyOU04NlE5MEhOTFlaWjNFOU1HRy4u


Important Reminders
Please remember:

• Our car park is for use of staff members only, unless otherwise 
authorised.

• Dogs are not allowed in the playground during the school day and at 
drop off and pick up times. 

• Parents should only enter the school through the reception door.  

•  School uniform should be labelled with your child’s name. 

• We are a NUT FREE school. No products containing nuts are permitted 
for snack or packed lunches. 

• We are a cash free school. If you need to register for Ipayimpact, please 
contact the school. 



Our After School Clubs

Day Club

Monday P2-P3 Dance Club
Thriving Communities Parent and Child

Tuesday Ayr United Club

Wednesday Ayr Seaforth Running Club
Football training 

Thursday Ayr United Club
P6/7 Basketball Club

Friday P4-P7 Dance Club



Diary Dates
Date Event

Monday 28th October I Read, You Read Workshop

Wednesday 30th October Halloween Discos (PM)

Thursday 31st October Halloween Spooktacular Event

Wednesday 6th November Parent Council Meeting 2pm

Thursday 7th November Outdoor Learning Day

Friday 8th November P7M Parents Remembrance Assembly 2pm

Monday 11th November Anti-bullying week 

Friday 15th November Children in Need

Monday 18th November P1 Book Bug Workshop 2.15pm, Road Safety Week  

Tuesday 19th November P2 Read, Write, Count Workshop 2.15pm

Wednesday 20th November P3 Read, Write, Count Workshop 2.15pm

Thursday 21st November Parent Coffee and Chat 9am-10am
Family Engagement Event Ayr Academy P6 and P7 5pm

Friday 22nd November Flu Immunisations

Thursday 28th November Parents Evening and Winter Fair 



School 
and 

Community 
Notice Board



Attendance At School

At Dalmilling Primary, we want to see every 
learner every day. Check out this inspiring 
video about our commitment to providing 
every learner with the opportunity to 
succeed!

 

#EveryLearnerEveryDay 
#SouthAyrshireCouncil

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nA0ngdDEtg&pp=ygUWc
291dGggYXlyc2hpcmUgY291bmNpbA%3D%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nA0ngdDEtg&pp=ygUWc291dGggYXlyc2hpcmUgY291bmNpbA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nA0ngdDEtg&pp=ygUWc291dGggYXlyc2hpcmUgY291bmNpbA%3D%3D


OR  visit https://parentsportal.scot/home/

1. Log in to Parentsportal using ‘my account’. If you 

already have a mygovscot ‘my account’ click the link 

to Sign In.  If you don’t have a mygovscot ‘my 

account’ click the link to register for this in the first 

instance, and then sign In.

2. Once registered you will be prompted to ‘Link Your 

Child’ where you can provide details relating to your 

child.  Once the details are matched you will be sent a 

security code to either your mobile number or email 

address registered with the school. The security code 

is to provide additional security before your child’s 

record is linked. Your request will then be sent the 

school for approval and you will be notified of the 

decision to approve the link on your email.

3. The details added must match the information held 

within the school or a match may not be found.  If 

anyone has any issues, please contact the office who 

will be able to provide assistance.

https://parentsportal.scot/home/


School Uniform Requests

We have plenty of school uniform items 
available.  

If you would like to request items, please 
contact the office and we will send them 
home with your child.



Please Be On Time!  







If you would like to book on to this event 
please visit: 

https://www.nest.scot/workshops



Mental Health and Wellbeing Support

It’s important that children and young people have access to 
information about mental health and wellbeing, and services that can 
help them when they need it.  

South Ayrshire Council has a dedicated website with links to all the 
support services available in South Ayrshire.  

South Ayrshire Community Mental Health Support 
(southayrshirecmhw.co.uk)

https://southayrshirecmhw.co.uk/
https://southayrshirecmhw.co.uk/


Is your child a Young Carer?

Dolphin 
House

Could they be eligible for more support and opportunities to activities?

Little Art 
School

Family 
residentials

1:1 tutoring

and so much 
more!

A young carer is anyone who cares, unpaid, for a family member, friend or member of your 
community, regularly and on a long-term basis. You might help someone get dressed in the morning, 

or get their shopping each week, or you might provide emotional support.

These are just some of the activities/support Young Carers had 
opportunities to last year.

If you think your child is a Young Carer or you would like more information about this, 
please contact Mrs McTaggart via the school office. 



Ayr United After School Club P2-P6

Ayr United Football Academy (AUFA) is running an after-school sports club at Dalmilling 
Primary School 

Dalmilling Primary is on Tuesday and Thursday from 3.00 – 5.30pm! Children can play 
football, multi sports, take part in fun activities as well as receiving a healthy snack (fruit) 
and a children’s cereal bar. Please ensure your child brings a refillable water bottle or 
their own drink/water for the session.

This year we are looking for all participants to sign up through our ClassForKids system; 
please see details below:
https://ayr-united-football-academy.classforkids.io/info/328

 If your child has attended previously and is on ClassForKids email your child’s name, 
date of birth and school to john.sargent@aufa.org.uk and we will add the child to the 
register.

https://ayr-united-football-academy.classforkids.io/info/328
mailto:john.sargent@aufa.org.uk








Ayrshire Cancer Support Children and Young People Service

Ayrshire Cancer Support Children and Young People Service offers free 
therapeutic support on a one-to-one and group basis for children and 
young people aged 5 to 25 who are affected by their own cancer 
diagnosis or that of a significant person in their life, or who have been 
bereaved as a result of cancer. 
This provides a safe space for children and young people to explore 
and share their feelings and support them to develop helpful coping 
strategies. Services are offered in a kind, caring and compassionate 
way and have children and young people’s wellbeing at the heart of 
everything they do.
Staff are happy to provide support to families and schools and can plan 
that based on individual need; please contact Gill Birrell, Service Lead, 
to discuss at cyp@ayrshirecs.org.
Requests for support can be made by a professional or by the family or 
young person, if they are 12+ years, and have capacity, by calling 
01563 538008 or via our website www.ayrshirecs.org/services. 

mailto:cyp@ayrshirecs.org
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=65ae3a95832ce48d6157d81b&Domain=south-ayrshire.gov.uk&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNrLKCkpsNLXLy8v10usLCrOyCxKTS7Wyy9K1y9OLSrLTE4tBgDizQ0y
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