
Dalmilling Primary School
Family Update

March 2024

Our Vision:  
Inspire, Engage and Succeed Together

Our Core Value:
At Dalmilling We Care



A Note from Mrs Thomson
Dear Parents/Carers,

February has been another busy month with lots going on such as the launch of the Beat the 
Street Initiative, Class Assemblies with parents as the audience and Children’s Mental Health 
Week.  This month’s newsletter has a range of information and updates including:

• Pupil Voice – You Said! We did! 

• Plans for World Book Day and Red Nose Day

• Community Noticeboard

• Dates for your Diary

A huge thank you for your donations to the Rag Bag scheme that were collected last week.  
This week we were also given a certificate from Ayrshire Rotary Club fo Walk for Water where 
the Ayr cluster primary schools raised £454 in total.  This will allow Water Aid to purchase 
water pumps for those across the world who can’t access clean water.  

As always if you have any questions or would like to speak to your child’s teacher or one of 
the Leadership Team please contact the office.  

Kind Regards

Mrs Thomson 







Attendance At School

Last session in South Ayrshire Primary schools, just over 37,000 days (the 
equivalent of over 220,000 teaching hours!) were lost to unauthorised 
absence.

Poor attendance has been linked to lower levels of attainment, peer 
relationships, emotional and behavioural difficulties and poorer 
employment opportunities, which is why we want to see Every Learner 
Every Day!



Pupil Voice! You Said!  We Did!

We have recently been doing some 
pupil voice activities at our 
assembly.  Some children asked for 
improvements to be made to the 
playgrounds.  Our House Captains 
chose playground games to be 
painted and we also got a new 
permanent basketball net!



World Book Day Thursday 7th March 2024
Dress as a Word!
Children will be invited to come dressed as a word e.g. SPARKLY (wear a sparkly 
top) or SHADOW (wear all black). Instead of Star of the Week next week, 
teachers will be asked to pick the most creative representation of a word for 
assembly.  

Choose a Story!
All teachers have chosen a book to read to the children.  Children will have the 
opportunity to pick which story they hear.

Children can also bring their favourite book to school to share.  All children will 
receive a World Book Day Book and take part in classroom activities throughout 
the day.



Red Nose Day

We will be celebrating Red Nose Day this year 
on the 15th March 2024.  Pupils are invited to 
dress down for this day and they will take 
part in activities within their own classes.  



Outdoor Learning

We have been developing the use of the outdoors to 
develop numeracy and maths skills.  This has included 
using the raised beds at the allotment to problem solve 
the area of the beds.  Children were also splatting chalk 
numbers in the playground with water filled syringes.  
They then worked out subtraction calculations.  The 
children are benefitting from learning whilst getting 
fresh air at the same time. Pupils will now work on a 
follow up lesson outdoors with their class teachers.



Class Assemblies
Date Class

8th March 2024 P2T

15th March 2024 P3/4A

22rd March 2024 P2/3D

28th March 2024 9.30am (Church) P4C

7th June 2024 P1M

14th June 2024 P1/2R

21st June 2024 All ELF classes

28th June 2024 (9.30am) P7’s Leavers Assembly

We will be having some class 
assemblies this term where pupils 
will be showcasing some of their 
learning from the classroom.  
Parents are welcome to attend for 
your child’s assembly.  They will 
be at 2pm in the Gym Hall unless 
otherwise stated.



School Highlights
Our football team participated in a football 
festival in February!  They represented the 
school positively and had a great time!

A huge well done to our football team who had a 
great result against Annbank in the Mackie Cup 
where they won 4-3.  They are now through to 
the next round against Glenburn!

Some of our staff have been 
learning to use Makaton as 
part of our Communication 
Friendly Environment Work.

They all achieved the Level 1 
certificate!

Our anti-racism 
group has been 
working alongside 
the Iris Ayr on a 
film making 
project!

Our P7M class have now visited UWS and 
Somerset Park as part of their project 
focussed on building resilience and 
strengthening community links. 



School Highlights
OurP2T class 
has been 
enjoying their 
gymnastics 
block with 
Dundonald 
Gymnastics.  
They have 
been working 
on the 
balance beam.

P5CT have been learning to 
Code using Scratch on the 
computers in our ICT suite.  

Our P5 
children have 
enjoyed 
some 
cooking with 
their parents 
as part of the 
Food for 
Thought 
project.

Our children have helped to plant trees 
at Dalmilling Golf Course with the help 
of the South Ayrshire Ranger Service!

Mrs Little has been working 
outdoors with our children 
using everyday objects to 
complete some maths 
problems.  

Our upper school has had coaches 
from Ayr Rugby delivering fun 
rugby sessions. 



Beat the Street

What is Beat the Street?
Beat the Street is a free, fun initiative 

that will see South 
Ayrshire transformed into a giant 

game!
See how far you can walk, cycle, run, 

scoot and wheel in just 6 weeks. There 
are great challenges to enjoy and 

prizes up for grabs.
The game will run until Wednesday 

27th March 2024.



Active Schools 
I’m Jade – The new Active Schools Coordinator for Ayr Academy 
cluster.  You will often see me around the school, I’m not shy please 
say Hello!

My aim is to increase opportunities for children in Dalmilling 
Primary to be more active, more often by way of creating 
opportunities for children to be more active at lunchtime and after 
school, competitive & fun sport events, leadership programmes and 
working to break down barriers for children to access sport and 
physical activity opportunities in the local community. I work with 
some amazing local sports clubs, secondary pupils and students 
from UWS & Ayrshire college who can all support your school.

You are welcome to contact me on 07442968397 or 
jade.davis@south-ayrshire.gov.uk if you have any questions or ways 
in which I can help. 

We already have some amazing volunteers in the school, without 
them some of the programmes offered would not be possible –
Thank you all! The more volunteers we have, the more 
opportunities we can provide for the pupils. If you or someone you 
know are interested in volunteering please let me know (Training is 
provided if required).

mailto:jade.davis@south-ayrshire.gov.uk


Active Schools Update
• All Primary 7s have worked hard and now completed junior coaching academy, their next 

step on the leadership pathway is to deliver playground games to the younger pupils. Well 
done Primary 7’s!

• Primary 6 pupils have been continuing to work hard on a Thursday with Jade & Ayr 
Academy Sports Leaders learning handball skills. The leaders are really enjoying coming out 
and working in Dalmilling. Some will be selected for the Active Schools handball 
competition.

• Pupils who attended the after-school netball club were invited to attend a netball 
competition at the Citadel where they displayed courage, determination and teamwork 
across a tough few games.

• Primary 5,6 & 7 have had Ayr rugby club in delivering non-contact rugby for 4 weeks and 
information will be sent home soon regarding Ayr Rugby Club Easter Holiday Programme 
where we will have a number of free places available (jade.davis@south-ayrshire.gov.uk –
for more information if required in the meantime).

• Pupils have been using the walking bus to and from Ayr Academy to attend Community 
Handball Classes there in partnership with Ayrshire college which has been a great success.

• Community football at Whitletts is still running on a Wednesday 4.30-5.30 – Hot food is 
provided. It has been great to see some Dalmilling pupils there – It is open to anyone 
wishing to attend P4+, not only those who are currently involved in Football at Dalmilling.

• Pupils attended Ayr Cluster Football Festival at Whitletts Pitch they braved the rain all day & 
showed great sportsmanship. 

mailto:jade.davis@south-ayrshire.gov.uk


Important Reminders
Please remember:

• Children should not bring any toys to school.

• Football strips are not allowed to be worn other than to the football 
clubs.

• We request that dogs are not brought into the playground during the 
school day, including drop off and pick up times.  

• Our car park is for use of staff members only, unless otherwise 
authorised.

• We are a NUT FREE school. No products containing nuts are permitted 
for snack or packed lunches.



Date for your diary Event

Thursday 7th March P3FR attending the Music Festival

Thursday 7th March World Book Day

Friday 15th March Red Nose Day

Thursday 28th March School Closes for Easter Holidays

Monday 15th April School Re-opens

Thursday 2nd May In-service Day

Monday 6th May School Closed

Friday 24th May School Closed

Monday 27th May School Closed

Monday 3rd June P7’s Dolphin House 

Thursday 13th June Parents Evening and Summer Fair

Friday 28th June School Closes at 1pm for Summer 



Community
Notice Board

















School Uniform Recycle Centre

We are taking donations of school uniform in good condition.  
Please hand them in to reception.

Our school uniform recycle centre is running well and is 
busy!  We have most items available.  If we are short of 
items we will send them out when we get topped up.  
Please note we have brand new jackets available.

If you would like to request items please contact the office. 



Ayrshire Cancer Support Children and Young People Service

Ayrshire Cancer Support Children and Young People Service offers free 
therapeutic support on a one-to-one and group basis for children and 
young people aged 5 to 25 who are affected by their own cancer 
diagnosis or that of a significant person in their life, or who have been 
bereaved as a result of cancer. 
This provides a safe space for children and young people to explore 
and share their feelings and support them to develop helpful coping 
strategies. Services are offered in a kind, caring and compassionate 
way and have children and young people’s wellbeing at the heart of 
everything they do.
Staff are happy to provide support to families and schools and can plan 
that based on individual need; please contact Gill Birrell, Service Lead, 
to discuss at cyp@ayrshirecs.org.
Requests for support can be made by a professional or by the family or 
young person, if they are 12+ years, and have capacity, by calling 
01563 538008 or via our website www.ayrshirecs.org/services. 

mailto:cyp@ayrshirecs.org
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=65ae3a95832ce48d6157d81b&Domain=south-ayrshire.gov.uk&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNrLKCkpsNLXLy8v10usLCrOyCxKTS7Wyy9K1y9OLSrLTE4tBgDizQ0y
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