Culzean Castle

THE ENTRANCE & ARMOURY 
The Kennedy family are one of Scotland's oldest families and trace their ancestry to Robert the Bruce. Culzean Castle was their principal seat from 1759, the castle and its landscape reflecting their status and aspirations. Over the centuries, the Kennedys transformed a Medieval tower house, built to protect its inhabitants during dangerous times, into one of the grandest country houses in Ayrshire.

History of Stirling Castle
The Picts may have had a fort here, the Romans certainly did. The Romans built their Fort on castle rock. It was later replaced by a new castle commissioned by the Scottish King Alexander I, who died at the Castle in 1124 and his body was taken to
Dunfermline for burial.

When William the Lion was captured by the English at Alnwick, he was forced by Henry II to sign the Treaty of Falaise in 1174, which ensured the six most important castles in Scotland, including Stirling, should be garrisoned by English soldiers. In 1189 the castle was returned to Scottish hands.

During the Wars of Independence Stirling really came into prominence again. After capturing Berwick in 1296, Edward I of England took Stirling Castle without a problem. But the next year the Scottish forces of William Wallace, "Braveheart",  beat the English army in battle at Stirling Bridge.

Within a year it was back in English hands, but they soon had to surrender to the Scots. In 1304 the castle was the last stronghold in the Scottish rebels' hands and in April of that year King Edward I of England besieged Stirling, who were forced to surrender when their food ran out.
The English then held Stirling until 1313, and following Robert the Bruce's victory at Bannockburn, the Scots resumed control of the castle. In fact Robert Bruce tried to destroy the fortifications at Stirling to prevent it being used as an English garrison. But in vain, as after defeating the Scots at Halidon Hill, the English returned and strengthened the castle
1342 saw the English yielding in turn to the Scots. And with the accession of the Stewarts as the Scottish Royal Family, Stirling
once more became a Royal abode. 

In 1452 Stirling was the site of the murder of William, 8th Earl of Douglas by King James II. Douglas, had been invited to dine at the castle under safe conduct from the King. The safe conduct was not respected, and Douglas was slain

On the 9th of September 1543, the young Queen Mary (Mary Queen of Scots) was crowned in the chapel royal at Stirling. In 1566 Stirling was once again chosen as the refuge of a royal infant when the two month old Prince James, son of Mary (later James VI) was moved there by feuding Scottish lords.

In 1651, the Cromwellian General Monk, lay siege to Stirling and the Governor was forced to surrender after a mutiny by his Scottish garrison. 
After the restoration, the castle reverted to the Earl of Mar and his heirs, but after the then Earl was accused of being a Jacobite, King George I removed him from the castle
The Crown then was the keeper of Stirling Castle until in 1923, when King George V restored it to the Earl of Mar.
Stirling Castle

Stirling Castle history dates at least as far back as the Middle Ages. Settlements have been found in the area from the seventh century, and it is supposed that Roman troops also saw the site as one of strategic importance.

In the late thirteenth and early fourteenthcenturies, Stirling Scotland was at the epicenter of the events shown in Mel Gibson’s movie Braveheart. William Wallace’s forces defeated the English at the Battle of Sterling Bridge in 1296. A few years later, King Edward I of England laid siege to Stirling Castle in April 1304 after defeating William Wallace’s troops at the Battle of Falkirk. A garrison of just 30 men held out for four months before succumbing to Edward’s troops. The Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 (depicted in the closing scenes of Braveheart), which ensured Scotland’s independence until James VI of Scotland succeeded to the English throne in 1601, was fought just miles from Stirling Castle. James VI’s mother, Mary Queen of Scots, lived here for the first few years of her troubled life. (Mary also lived in the most famous castle of France: Chenonceau Castle in the Loire Valley.)

In all, there have been over a dozen battles and sieges in Stirling Castle history. During the English Civil War, the Battle of Stirling was fought between forces loyal to the king and those loyal to the Scottish Parliament. The most recent battle was in 1746, when Bonnie Prince Charlie laid siege to the fortification during the last Jacobite rebellion.

Stirling Castle’s rich history makes it one of the most important European castles, both historically and architecturally. Most of the construction in Stirling Castle history took place in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, during the reigns of James IV and James V, who used the castle as their primary residence. They left an impressive legacy of Renaissance and Gothic architecture, making Stirling Castle one of the architectural gems of Scotland, surpassing Brodick Castle, Glamis Castle, and other famous castles of Scotland.

The year 1800 saw the beginning of another epoch in Stirling Castle history, when the building became the army barracks and headquarters of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, one of the most famous regiments in the British Army. The army stopped using the castle as a barracks in 1964, but it is still the regiment’s headquarters and a tour of the castle includes a visit to the regimental museum.

	Urquhart Castle History :

	
~ originally there was a Pictish fort overlooking Loch Ness on the space where Urquhart Castle now stands and it has been speculated that there may even have been an Iron Age stronghold before that.
~ some historians believe that King William the Lion may also have built a wooden fortress on the site before the first stone castle was ever build
~ Around 1230, Alan Durward was appointed lord of Urquhart 
~ King Edward of England marched into Scotland in 1296 occupied Urquhart Castle and left an English garrison there
~ Robert the Bruce took Urquhart castle in 1308
~ the castle changed hands several times until in the 17th century the castle had been rebuilt and was occupied by the Urquhart family
~ it was raided by the Covenanters in 1644 and every possible treasure of value removed bu the vandals 
~ By the end of the 17th century it was no longer a stronghold and became a ruin once again
~ In 1912 Urquhart Castle was handed over to the state and has been looked after by Historic Scotland ever since


