Edward White
The first American astronaut to walk in space!

Who Was He and What Did
He Do?
• Edward was born in 1930,
in the USA.

• He flew with a fighter squadron
in Germany.
• He was an experimental
test pilot.
• He flew the Gemini 4 for NASA.

Did you know?

He did more than 3000
hours of flying!

What Is He Remembered For?

• Edward walked in space for 21
minutes.

• He was the first American man to
control himself in space outside the
spacecraft.
• He earnt many awards.
• He was described as a brave man.
• Edward died in the Apollo spacecraft
fire in 1967, at only 36 years old.
Photo courtesy of nasacommons (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence
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Edward White

Questions
1. Where was Edward White born? Tick one.
UK

USA

Germany

2. Which spacecraft was he a pilot on for NASA? Tick one.
Apollo 13

Twinkl 1

Gemini 4

3. How long did he walk in space for? Tick one.
21 minutes

12 hours

211 days

4. How is he described? Tick one.
as a nice man

as a brave man

as a tall man

5. Which facts about Edward White are true? Tick two
he didn’t earn any awards

he was the first American to walk in space

he sadly died in a spacecraft fire at 36 years old
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Edward White

Answers
1. Where was Edward White born? Tick one.
UK

USA

Germany

2. Which spacecraft was he a pilot on for NASA? Tick one.
Apollo 13

Twinkl 1

Gemini 4

3. How long did he walk in space for? Tick one.
21 minutes

12 hours

211 days

4. How is he described? Tick one.
as a nice man

as a brave man

as a tall man

5. Which facts about Edward White are true? Tick two.
he didn’t earn any awards.

He was the first American to walk in space.

He sadly died in a spacecraft fire at 36 years old.
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Edward White
Edward White was the first American astronaut to walk in space!

Who Was He and What Did
He Do?

Edward was born 1930, in
Texas, USA. He had a Bachelor of
Science and a Master of Science
degree. He completed flight
training in the USA, flew with
a fighter squadron in Germany
and worked as an experimental
test pilot.
What Were His Big Achievements?
Edward was selected by NASA
Did you know?
He completed more than (National Aeronautics and Space
3000 hours flying time! Administration) to join them
as an astronaut. He became a pilot
of Gemini 4 for a 4-day mission in 1965. During the mission, he
went outside the spacecraft for 21 minutes; becoming the first
American man to control himself in space outside the spacecraft.
He earned many awards, including the NASA Exceptional
Service Medal.

What Is He Remembered For?

Edward White is remembered for being the first American
to walk in space! His conversation with McDivitt was well
remembered, including, “I’m coming back in... and it’s the
saddest moment of my life.” Edward White died in the Apollo
spacecraft fire in 1967 at the NASA Kennedy Space Center,
USA, at only 36 years old.
Photo courtesy of nasacommons (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence
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Edward White

Questions
1. What subject are Edward’s degrees in? Tick one.
PE

Science

Maths

2. Where was he born? Tick one.
Germany

Floirda, USA

Texas, USA

3. What does NASA stand for? Tick one.
Not a Space Astronaut
Nice American Space Animal
National Aeronautics and Space Administration

4. Find and copy one word which means ‘be in charge of’


5. Complete the sentence by adding in the missing words.

Edward White is remembered for being the
___________________________________________________________ in space!
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Edward White

Answers
1. What subject are Edward’s degrees in? Tick one.
PE

Science

Maths

2. Where was he born? Tick one.
Germany

Floirda, USA

Texas, USA

3. What does NASA stand for? Tick one.
Not a Space Astronaut
Nice American Space Animal
National Aeronautics and Space Administration

4. Find and copy one word which means ‘be in charge of’
control

5. Complete the sentence by adding in the missing words.

Edward White is remembered for being the first American to walk
in space!
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Edward White
Edward White was the first American astronaut to walk in space.

Who Was He and What Did
He Do?
Edward was born on 14th November 1930 in
Texas, USA. He had a Bachelor of Science and
a Master of Science degree in Aeronautical
Engineering. He completed flight training as
an Air Force Lieutenant Colonel in Florida
and Texas. He flew F-86 and F-100 planes
with a fighter squadron in Germany and
then went to Air Force Test Pilot School
in California, USA. He also worked as an
experimental test pilot in Ohio, USA.

Did you know?

Edward White completed more than 3000 hours flying time!

What Were His Big Achievements?

Edward was selected by NASA (National Aeronautics and Space
Administration) in 1962 to join the astronaut team. He became a pilot of
Gemini 4 for a 4-day mission from 3rd June to 7th June 1965. During the
mission, he went outside the Gemini 4 spacecraft for 21 minutes; becoming
the first man in the United States-manned space flight program to control
himself in space outside the spacecraft. The cabin was depressurised,
doors opened, and scientific and medical experiments were carried out.
He was awarded many special honours and awards, including the NASA
Exceptional Service Medal and Senior Astronaut Wings.

What Is He Remembered For?

Edward White is remembered for being the first American to walk in space!
He was a brave man and only one other astronaut had ever walked in space
before him. Some very memorable quotes came from White and McDivitt’s
conversation during that mission, for example, “I’m coming back in... and
it’s the saddest moment of my life.” Edward White sadly died in the Apollo
spacecraft fire in 1967, at the NASA Kennedy Space Center, USA. He was
only 36 years old.
Photo courtesy of nasacommons (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence
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Questions

Edward White

1. What was his masters Science degree in? Tick one.
Space

Aeronautical Engineering

Maths

2. What did he do in Germany before Air Force Test Pilot School?

3. Tick two true facts.
He completed more than 3000 hours flying time.
He was the first American astronaut to walk in space.
He was on the spacecraft with Alexey Leonov.
4. Find and copy one word which means ‘heroic’.

5. Complete the sentence.
During the ________________, he went outside the ________________
spacecraft for _______________; becoming the first man in the United Statesmanned space flight program to ______________________________________.
6. How do you think Edward White felt coming back into the spacecraft
after his space walk and how do you know?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Answers

Edward White

1. What was his masters Science degree in? Tick one.
Space

Aeronautical Engineering

Maths

2. What did he do in Germany before Air Force Test Pilot School?

3. Tick two true facts.
He completed more than 3000 hours flying time.
He was the first American astronaut to walk in space.
He was on the spacecraft with Alexey Leonov.
4. Find and copy one word which means ‘heroic’.
brave
5. Complete the sentence.
During the mission, he went outside the Gemini 4 spacecraft for 21 minutes;
becoming the first man in the United States-manned space flight program
to control himself in space outside the spacecraft.

6. How do you think Edward White felt coming back into the spacecraft
after his space walk and how do you know?
Children’s own responses.
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