EYC and Class Blogs

Early Years Centre

Our children in the EYC have had a busy tferm and have been enjoying their fime spent outdoors.
They were excited to see that the rainbow carrots and the potatoes which they had planted before
the summer were now ready to harvest. They washed them, cooked them and then enjoyed eating
them for lunch.

The arrival of a new mud kitchen as well as a new 'water wall’ have added to their enjoyment
outdoors and the mud kitchen has seen some tasty snacks produced....mint soup, carrot cake and leaf
pie @). The recent heavy hail showers led to some exciting icy play outdoors and Samuel said our
mud kitchen was now “an ice kitchen".




The children enjoyed their first ever visit to the Mobile Library van and were very excited to choose
their own books to take home to share with their families. All of our children show a real love of
books and stories and the staff are delighted o support and encourage this.

Our EYC staff were delighted earlier this month fo be invited to the Scottish Learning Festival to
share some of the fantastic learning which had taken place with the Virtual Nature School. We are
really lucky in Barrhill to have nature right on our doorstep and we look forward to spending more
time exploring it over the coming weeks and months.

Mrs McKie, Mrs K osak




P1-7 Fridays
Team Building Chall
The children in P
part in a range,
and 'The L eams.” These names were carefully chosen by each team and were based on
the children's interests and similarities. By working as a team to complete the challenges, the
children are developing important life skills such as problem solving, listening, leadership, and
creative thinking, as well as, developing their confidence, self-esteem and social skills.

Each team has used a range of loose parts to make: a teddy assault course, a bridge, a ball run
bonanza, a waterproof shelter and a toy car racetrack. All challenges have specific success
criteria that must be met and the tfeams are scored accordingly.
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Buddy Reading
It has also been lovely to see the older
during our weekly Buddy Reading sessions.




P1-4
Numeracy and Maths

The children in P1-4

Maths is fun!

ve een learning about







Play is the Way
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Literacy
Talk for Writing

This tferm we are implementing Talk for Writing. P1-4 are learning fo write a journey story
using this creative approach. They have internalised the story of ‘Little Charlie' through role
play activities, actions, walking the story, drawing story maps and comprehension activities.
As P1-4 have learned the story word for word, they have developed their understanding of
specific sentence structures and language patterns that suits a journey story. They are now
exploring different ways that they could change aspects of the original story of 'Little Charlie’
to make a 'new' story to tell orally. The principle is that if a child can tell a story, they will be
able to write a story. Talk for Writing is a very supportive approach and gives the children
the confidence to use the skills that they have learned to ‘have a go' at writing independently.
We have wonderful story tellers in P1-4 and we can't wait to perform our stories for youl




Mrs Logan




Moana Film Stud

music, explored the main characters, created super pieces of writing

and even made a lava monster! We will soon be writing our own film
reviews.




RME

Art

During art lessons, P4-7 pupils have been learning a variety of
printmaking techniques. So far, they have created a range of mono-
prints, styrofoam prints and beautiful leaf prints. Each pupil also has
their own art sketchbook to record and reflect on their learning. The
i ing technique we are going to explore is collagraph.
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Maths




Talk for Writing

Canal'.

It is about
down by an old
We have been
ourselves

-telling the story using text maps we have creat
d we have now learned the entire story. Next, we are going

to write our own warning stories.
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Desk Pets
Have you heard about our ne citing desk pets? ;
If children work hard in the P4-7 class, individual pupils can i
pet points. With these points, they can adopt a desk pet and trade

their points in for sories such as a h LGk Skateboard, fifoc
or a blanket for ir pet. We absolu‘rw petsl! :




Music

We have been very lucky this term to be taught how to play the
glockenspiel by our music specialist, Mr Welsh. Mr Welsh teaches
music to P4-7 pupils both online and in person. The children are
currently learning to play ‘When September Ends' by Greenday. They
sound amazing!
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