Ballantrae Early Years Newsletter oct s

The new term is now underway and the children are settled and happy. We would like to welcome
Fionn, Violet and Tygalily who have recently joined us. As always, we will do our best o keep you
updated with what is happening in the nursery through your child's Learning Journal and our
Facebook page.
Should you wish to speak to a member of the team we are available at the start and end of
nursery sessions. Messages can also be sent to us via your child's Learning Journal.
Miss Clark, Mrs MacKintosh, Mrs Kosak, Miss Baillie, Mrs Mcneill and Mrs Brough
Sharing our Learning-Learning Journals

Please continue to share parent contributions via Learning Journals, we love to see what the

children get up to when they are not with us. We will use the Journal to share your child's

learning experiences and achievements during their time in nursery. We will also occasionally

share links to good websites or ideas for you to use at home.

Your Feedback/Ideas and Suggestions
Your feedback and ideas matter to us. There is a QR code in the cloakroom which will lead you
to a link where you can share your ideas, suggestions and feedback at any time. Remember also,
the staff are there for you to speak with anytime you have a question or concern. It is through
your feedback that we are able to make positive changes to our ELC.

Forest Kindergarten
Forest Kindergarten is running well and the children appear to be enjoying our outdoor learning
sessions with P1/2. Our Forest Kindergarten days will run each Friday unless there is bad

weather. We have also been visiting the river and beach on these days to give the children
opportunities to learn and play in different outdoor settings. We enjoy children from P1-7
joining us for outdoor learning on our river and beach visits. We learn so much from them!
Change of Clothes Blether Sessions
Please ensure that your child has a Each term we will host an informal coffee and chat
change of clothes with them each day session. Mrs Brough will be available at these
and is left on their peg. As you know the sessions to answer any questions you have about
children do like to get mucky when your child in nursery and to gather your ideas and
playing. Any dirty clothes will be feedback. These sessions are to be informal and a
returned in a sealed back on your child's | nice way for staff and parents to chat and catch up
peg. For their comfort, all children over a cuppa and biscuit.
should have indoor crocs to change into | The date for this ferm's session is Wednesday 12
when they arrive at nursery November 2pm -2.50pm. It would be lovely for you
to pop along.

New Values Display
After the initial consultation with yourselves at the start of the year and through talk with
the children we have updated the display in the cloakroom to reflect and share our EYC values.
These are - Happy Honest Responsible Respectful Safe Hardworking
Please take time to look at the display and read how the children have spoken about the values
and what they mean to them.
Watch out for child coming home with a 'spotted sticker' these are given to children who have
been spotted showing one or more of our values. Your child's learning journal is a great way for
you to share where your child has demonstrated any of our values at home.




Christmas Craft morning
Our annual Christmas craft morning will fake place in the school dinner hall at 9am on Tuesday
2" December. We would love you to attend, and you and your child can enjoy making some
lovely Christmas crafts. There will be festive tunes and tea/coffee and sweet treats. Primary
1/2 children and parents will also be joining us.
There will be other important dates for your diary over the Christmas period. These will be
issued as soon as they have been confirmed.

Supporting your child’'s learning at home
As always, we continue to support your child's literacy and numeracy development during their
time with us in nursery. Below are some simple and easy ways you can support your child's
numeracy and literacy skills at home. Specifically, our pre-school parents will receive ideas
through Learning Journals of how Pre School Milestones can be supported at home. However,
for all children, below is a selection of ideas you can use at home to support literacy and
numeracy skills.

e Read stories together, these can be from a picture book or made up together

e Sing nursery rhymes and songs together (attached is a link o the BBC which has a great
selection of nursery rhymes with simple animations)

e Play simple memory games. Ask your child to lay out 5 items and then hide one. Can they

work out which item is missing?
e Go for awalk and chat about the different things you see on your walk

e Ask your child to help you pair up their socks

e Play a game where your child has to find different amounts of things- “find me 4 cars”

e Complete jigsaws together
e Play number games together (attached is a link to Top Marks which has a great selection
of fun counting games
e Play I spy using colours and shapes as clues "I spy with my little eye something that is
round”

PATHS Seasons

PATHS is a programme that supports For the next few weeks the children in
children’s social and mental wellbeing. nursery will be learning about seasonal
Mrs Kosak will be running PATHS sessions changes, routines and night and day. There
each Thursday with our Pre School children. has been lots of chat as children notice
Information following the sessions will be seasonal changes outdoors and we want fo
shared on your child's Learning Journal. More extend their learning through planned
information regarding PATHS will be shared activities. We will be using the outdoors to

with parents at the next blether session. inspire our artwork, focusing on the skill of
There is also an information leaflet available, collage.
included with this Newsletter




