
Week 22/04/24 – 26/04/24
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Believe…Achieve



Upcoming Events
2nd May Inservice 

6th May Holiday

13th May S1 parents’ evening (virtual)

24th-27th May Holiday

11th/12th June P7 bump up days

12th June School show

19th/20th June Prizegiving

28th June School closes at 1pm
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Weekly Quiz 
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This problem was the final question on ITV’s ‘1% Club’ on Saturday 

night! Definitely one of the most challenging problems on the 

show, particularly under a 30 second time constraint! The premise 

of the show is that only 1% of the population should be able to 

solve it, however we think this one might be even less!!!

Fill in the missing number:

Jamaica + Japan = 124
Argentina + Armenia = 1245
France + Brazil = 23
England + Germany =
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Beef Wellington
Mrs Wiltshire’s S1 class were asked what recipe they 

would like to see in this week’s newsletter and the 

result was beef wellington! Very cultured S1s we have at 

Ayr Academy

Ingredients
•650g (1lb 7oz) beef joint, preferably from the middle of the fillet, well trimmed

•2tsp vegetable or sunflower oil

•1 x 40g pack dried porcini mushrooms

•25g butter, plus extra for the sauce

•500g (1lb 2oz) chestnut mushrooms, finely chopped

•handful fresh thyme leaves

•6 slices prosciutto

•1 x 500g pack lighter all-butter puff pastry

•plain flour, for dusting

•1 egg, beaten, to glaze

For the sauce

•200ml (7 fl oz) full-bodied red wine

•300ml (½pt) good-quality beef stock
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Method

1. Season the beef with black pepper. Heat the oil in a large frying pan. 

Sear the meat for 30 seconds on all sides until turning golden. Leave to 

cool.

2. Meanwhile, soak the porcini mushrooms in 250ml (8fl oz) boiling water 

until softened. Remove from the liquid, squeeze dry, then chop finely. 

Reserve the soaking liquid.

3. Heat the butter in a large frying pan. Add the mushrooms and the 

thyme. Cook until golden and the pan is dry (up to 20 minutes). Leave to 

cool completely. Reserve a quarter of the mushrooms in the pan.

4. Put two large sheets of clingfilm on a work surface, overlapping 

slightly. Place the prosciutto on top, overlapping the edges to make one 

‘sheet’ large enough to wrap the beef. Spread with three quarters of the 

mushroom mixture, then sit the meat on top and spread with the remaining 

mushrooms. Roll the prosciutto around the beef, using the clingfilm. Wrap 

tightly and chill for 10 minutes.
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5. Set aside a quarter of the pastry. On a floured surface, roll the rest 

into a square or rectangle big enough to wrap the fillet: approx 35cm 

(14in) square. Trim to neaten, then roll the edges of the joining sides a 

little more thinly.

6. Remove the clingfilm from the beef and position it in the middle of 

the pastry. Wrap the pastry up along the length of the beef, overlapping 

slightly at the join. Brush the edges with beaten egg and seal. Fold up 

each end like a parcel. Transfer to a lightly greased baking tray, seam 

side down. Roll out the remaining pastry and cut shapes to decorate. 

Brush the Wellington all over with egg, press on the decorations and 

brush again. Chill for 20 minutes (or up to 12 hours if you like).

7. Preheat the oven to gas 8, 230°C, fan 210°C and put a baking sheet in 

the top third. To make the sauce, pour the wine into the pan with the 

reserved mushrooms. Bring to the boil and simmer until the wine has 

reduced to about 1 tbsp. Add the stock and the porcini mushroom 

liquid and boil for 10 minutes until syrupy. Season, then stir in 1 tsp of 

butter. Set aside. .
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8. Put the Wellington and its tray onto the heated baking sheet in 

the oven and roast for 10 minutes. Reduce the heat to gas 6, 200°C, 

fan 180°C, then cook for another 20 minutes for medium-rare meat 

(15 for rare, 25 for medium).

9. Leave to rest for 10 minutes. Warm the sauce through. Serve slices 

of the Wellington with the sauce and vegetables

After this

meaty dish,

next week will

definitely be a

vegan recipe!
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This week’s menu
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Countdown to 1st

SQA examination 

of 2024…..

This week!!!



SQA Exams week beginning 22/04/24
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Study Tips of the Week

 When studying at home, make sure if you are unsure

of something take a note of it and ask when you are 

next in school.

 Attend all masterclasses, teachers are here to help!

 Get plenty of sleep and take regular breaks.

 Make sure you have breakfast before exams, we 

have food in school if you’d rather wait until you 

come in.

 Come along to the relaxation sessions.
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Masterclass Timetable 2023/24
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Snacks and drinks are available 

for all pupils during masterclasses 

thanks to Cash for Kids, just get 

yourself into school!



School Counselling Service
Young people have been supported with their personal issues, to reduce stress 

and anxiety, improve mental health and with their own personal growth and 

development. If there is anyone struggling for whatever reason, or just need 

someone to talk too please just put in a referral or come and speak to one of the 

counsellors. When life is challenging there is no need to be on your own, support 

and a safe environment is available and we are here to help in any way we can to 

help you feel better, cope better and improve your quality of life.

Referral forms can be located outside Counselling Room (next to medical room) 

and Guidance Staff Room, please complete and put in red boxes also located 

outside both rooms.  Only counsellors have keys and access to these boxes.  Or 

email myself Maria.Berry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk to arrange an appointment.  You 

can also pop in at any point for a chat with either Maria or Alan, service operates 

Monday – Friday.

This is a confidential service and your autonomy is paramount  to the counsellors
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Help with Exam Stress

Relaxation classes and 1-2-1 

exam support appointments 

to relieve exam stress and 

pressure will be available 

over exam period for seniors. 

Come along and get yourself 

in the best possible shape 

mentally and emotionally to 

prepare for your exams. See 

Mr Brown or Maria for more 

information.
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Sign up to Parentsportal
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Ayr Academy recently went live with Parentsportal and currently almost 

25% of our parents/carers have already signed up. We are keen to 

encourage as many parents as possible to sign up to this new system to 

fully achieve the benefits offered. Parentsportal provides a secure digital 

solution to the traditional school bag run, making it easier for parents and 

carers to manage paperwork connected with school activities, allowing 

them to obtain information about their child’s educational progress at a 

time that suits them. This will include access to information such as Annual 

Data Packs which can now be offered online, consent forms, parental 

reports, pupil timetables, school calendar, school notices, etc as well as 

providing links other useful sites, such as Parent Pay, South Ayrshire 

Council website, and more. We will also be introducing additional services 

to the platform during 2024. 
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How to access Parentsportal

1. Download the parentsportal.scot APP using the QR codes 

OR visit https://parentsportal.scot/home/. 
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2. Log in to Parentsportal using ‘my account’. If you already have a 

mygovscot ‘my account’ click the link to Sign In. If you don’t have a 

mygovscot ‘my account’ click the link to register for this in the first 

instance, and then sign In. 

3. Once registered you will be prompted to ‘Link Your Child’ where you 

can provide details relating to your child. Once the details are matched 

you will be sent a security code to either your mobile number or email 

address registered with the school. The security code is to provide 

additional security before your child’s record is linked. Your request will 

then be sent the school for approval and you will be notified of the 

decision to approve the link on your email. 

4. The details added must match the information held within the school 

or a match may not be found. If anyone has any issues, please contact 

the office who will be able to provide assistance. 
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S6 Leavers Ceremony
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Our S6 leavers ceremony took place on Friday. It was an extremely emotional 

day for staff, pupils and parents - there wasn’t a dry eye in the house!

A huge thank you to Mr Brown, Miss Gibson and Mr Sloss for all the work they 

have put in with the S6 this year. Special thanks has to go to baker 

extraordinaire Maris for making such an amazing cake for them. Thank goodness 

she made a calorie free version ☺

What an outstanding year group they have been and we wish them all the very 

best in their future endeavours.
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Ayr Academy’s Finest

Respect               Ambition                Community              Compassion                 Responsibility

The girls recently travelled to 

Newcastle to compete in the 

International Open Karate 

Championships.

Both girls were extremely 

successful and were awarded 

silver for Individual Kata –in 

their respective age categories.

What a pair of absolute stars, 

we are so proud of you both!

Two of Ayr Academy’s Finest.

Iona Currie 2K1 and Mia Compton 5C1



Ayr Academy’s Finest
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If anyone would like to nominate a 

pupil as one of Ayr Academy’s Finest, 

please email nicola.mcgarry@south-

ayrshire.gov.uk with details and any 

photos you may have. ☺

mailto:nicola.mcgarry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
mailto:nicola.mcgarry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
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Applications for Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) 

for school session 2023/24 are open - available to young 

people aged between 16-19 years old who are in full 

time school education.

Guidance, criteria, and the application form can be 

found here: https://south-

ayrshire.gov.uk/article/28209/Education-maintenance-

allowance

EMA Grants
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Weekly Quiz Answers 
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Believe…Achieve

If you would like further information on how this 

puzzle is worked out please email Mrs McGarry on 

nicola.mcgarry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk ☺

The numbers are the positions of any shared letters 
in the country names. Argentina and Armenia share 
the 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th letters. So England and 
Germany is 56, for the A and the N.

mailto:nicola.mcgarry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
mailto:nicola.mcgarry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
mailto:nicola.mcgarry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
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Ayr Academy

@Ayr_Academy2016
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