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Upcoming Events

11th October Senior Careers Event

13th October Ayr Factor

14th-23rd October Holiday

30th October S4-6 Parents’ Evening

2nd November Immunisations

13th November Book Week Scotland

23rd November S1 ‘Welcome to Ayr’ Parents’

Event

4th December Prelims begin
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Weekly Quiz 
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There is a word in the English 

language in which the first two 

letters signify a male, the first 

three letters signify a female, 

the first four signify a great 

man, and the whole word, a 

great woman. What is the word?



Literacy & Numeracy Facts ..to help you sleep 

better at night! 
When do you write seven, and not 7? Should I write 738,163,291 or seven-
hundred-thirty-eight-million-one-hundred-sixty-three-thousand-two-hundred-
ninety and one? Do I have 10 fingers, or eight fingers and two thumbs? Figuring 
out when to write out a number can be a tricky problem. Sometimes it’s obvious 
(as in 738,163,291), and sometimes it’s not (10 fingers or ten fingers?). I can’t 
guarantee I always stick to the following rules but here they are! 

 Dates: If it’s a date, do not spell it out: November 8, 2010 is correct. As a 
side-note here, you should not include “th” or “nd” with the date in formal 
writing. That means, May 8th, 2008 would be grammatically correct but 
stylistically bad. 

 Ages: Never spell out an age. If someone is 6 years old, they’re 6, not six. 

 Maths & Money: If it’s something maths related, like a percentage, never 
spell it out. Same with money. 

 Page Numbers: Never spell out page numbers. While that’s obvious when 
numbering pages, I’ll frequently see someone write “Turn to page eight.” 
That’s wrong. You should say, “Turn to page 8.” [Same goes for places: I live 
at 43 King Street and work in room 13.] 
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….continued

 Page Numbers: Never spell out page numbers. While that’s obvious when 
numbering pages, I’ll frequently see someone write “Turn to page eight.” 
That’s wrong. You should say, “Turn to page 8.” [Same goes for places: I live 
at 43 King Street and work in room 13.] 

 Large numbers: Anything 10 and above should be left as is. This isn’t a hard 
set rule, though. Some will tell you that if you can write it out in two words, 
then write it out. Otherwise, leave it. So between 10 and 100, you can be 
correct no matter how you write it. But for anything 101+, you definitely 
need to leave it as is. 

 Small Numbers: If it’s from 0 to 9, write it out! So really, I should say: If it’s 
from zero to nine, write it out! 

 Beginning A Sentence: If it’s the start of a sentence or a title, you should 
always write out the number, unless it’s a year or a large number (must be 
101+). Of course, if it’s a year or a large number, see if you can rearrange the 
sentence so that you’re not starting off with a number. It’s not grammatically 
wrong if you do, but it can be stylistically poor.
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S1 Parents’ Evening

Respect               Ambition                Community              Compassion                 Responsibility

A huge thank you to our S1 parents who attended the recent 

parents’ evening! It was great to have a chance to pass on how

well pupils have settled since starting at Ayr Academy.

If you haven’t had a chance yet to complete the questionnaire, 

could you please follow the below link or QR code as soon as

possible. Your opinion and views are very important to us 

and allow us as a school to continually improve to give your 

young person the best possible experience.

(https://forms.office.com/e/C3sBfw3SJG) 

https://forms.office.com/e/C3sBfw3SJG
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Biscoff Millionnaire – Mrs McGarry’s Recipe

Ingredients

Biscoff Base Biscoff Topping

500 g Biscoff Biscuits 250 g Milk Chocolate

185 g Unsalted Butter 200 g Biscoff Spread 

Caramel Biscoff Crumbs

3 x 397 g Condensed Milk

Instructions

For the Biscuit 'Shortbread' Base

• Blitz the biscuits in a food processor to a small crumb, and add 

the melted butter – either pulse in the food processor a few times 

till the mixture is combined, or mix it in a bowl.

• Tip the biscuits into a lined 9x9" Square Tin and press down 

firmly.
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For the Caramel

• Boil the unopened tins of condensed milk for at 

least 2 hours.

• Pour the caramel onto the Biscuit Base and leave 

to set for one-two hours on the side. If it's hot, 

set in the fridge!

For the Chocolate Biscoff Layer

• Melt your milk chocolate down carefully in the 

microwave, or in a bain-marie.

• Also, in a separate bowl, melt the biscoff spread 

for about 30-40 seconds so that it's softer and 

not as hard.

• Mix the two together, and spread on top of the 

caramel. Sprinkle over some biscoff crumbs and 

then set on the side or in the fridge.

• Once set, cut up your pieces and enjoy!
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S1 After School Cycling Club

After the October holidays a club 

will be set up for S1 pupils who 

are not confident with riding a bike. 

It will take place every Tuesday after school.

Places will be limited. 
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StAyrway to Success Trip to the 

Backstreet Kitchen
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Our StAyrway pupils had an amazing trip to the 

Backstreet Kitchen, to work with Robert. Pupils 

were shown how to make a pizza from scratch, 

which they were then able to eat! A huge thank you 

to Robert for giving up

his valuable time and 

resources to work with 

our young people. 

Check out the 

Backstreet Kitchen on 

Whitletts Road, Ayr. 

The food is absolutely 

delicious!
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S1 School Poster Design Competition
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Huge well done to Halle, Autumn and Antonia (all S1) who were chosen 

as winners of the S1 school poster competition! Fabulous effort and 

stunning, informative posters - well done girls! 



Legally Blonde Music Trip
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The Music department took 40 of our young people on a trip to the Kings 

Theatre, Glasgow to see Legally Blonde last Thursday. 

They had a pitstop at Silverburn for some retail therapy and dinner en route. 

Our young people were a credit to themselves and great ambassadors for our 

school. Some tired faces on Friday though…
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on Friday 13th October!! 

Remember - clothing 

that is controversial or 

degrades any culture, 

gender, religion, or 

ethnic values are not 

acceptable. This 

includes football tops.



Respect               Ambition                Community              Compassion                 Responsibility

Command Word of the Month



Ayr Academy’s Finest
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Our first P7 challenge day 

took place this week & 

this group of responsible 

S3 pupils acted as their 

guides, taking them from 

class to class and 

answering any questions. 

The P7 pupils, staff and 

Miss Dunstall were all 

singing their praises! Well 

done 🤩



Ayr Academy’s Finest
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If anyone would like to nominate a 

pupil as one of Ayr Academy’s Finest, 

please email nicola.mcgarry@south-

ayrshire.gov.uk with details and any 

photos you may have. ☺

mailto:nicola.mcgarry@south-ayrshire.gov.uk
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P7 Challenge Day 1 - 10/10/23
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The first of our P7 challenge days took place this week and proved a resounding 

success with all pupils! Time was spent in the Art and Music & Drama 

departments with some exceptional talent on display! Check out the photos of 

pupils in action in the next newsletter. Some of the final products from their 

session in art are shown below.
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Our S1 pupils had the surprise of their life 

when their P7 teachers and headteachers 

came in to have breakfast with them last week
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World Mental Health Day 2023
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Our S6 Wellbeing Ambassadors 

spoke to all pupils at their 

yeargroup assembly this week about World 

Mental Health Day and the importance of 

getting help if you are struggling 💚

Every year World Mental Health Day is 

celebrated on 10th October. The theme for 

2023, set by the World Foundation of Mental 

Health, is Mental Health is a universal human 

right.

Let us nurture our young people’s minds, offer 

love and create a safe space where their 

mental well-being can flourish. 💚
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Applications for Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) 

for school session 2023/24 are open - available to young 

people aged between 16-19 years old who are in full 

time school education.

Guidance, criteria, and the application form can be 

found here: https://south-

ayrshire.gov.uk/article/28209/Education-maintenance-

allowance

EMA Grants
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Weekly Quiz Answers 
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Answer = Heroine
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Ayr Academy

@Ayr_Academy2016


