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Sentence Dictation

L.1 to listen carefully and write sentences
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« Capital letters and full stops
« Listen and tap out sounds on your tingers. C o 7
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e Diacritically mark the sounds

« The stars shine bright in the night sky. (igh)
o 1 saw 3 bright light flash across the horizon. (igh)
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s, was a royal |ady who had many

and she took on this role

Mary, Queen of Scot joys and
sorrows. Mary was torn Lo be a queen.
just a tiny baby. She enjoyed her time as
*s life was full of hard choices

when she was queen,

put lite was not easy for her. Mary

and tricky protiems.
when she was young, Mary's family sent her to live in France.

She married a prince there and was tilled with joy. But her joy
was short because her hustand, the prince, died. This made Mary
very sad, so she returned to Scotland to te queen there.

In Scotland, not everyone was loyal to Mary, Some people
wanted to destroy her joy and take away her crown, Mary faced
many tattles and choices, and some people thought she might

even Lry to Join her rule with England, which worried her cousin
Queen Elizabeth, .
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4. Would you prefer homework to be paper-based or electronic?
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Homework Consultation
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This session we intend to review our existing Homework Policy, talang mto account the views of our families
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Which day do you feel would be the best day for homeweork to be returned?
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3. What would you like to see as homework for your child?
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Literacy Heme Learni

This year we are implementing the South Ayrshire Reads strategy
bazed on the science of reading and will be taking a new approach to

home learning in Literacy.

Your child will be learning sounds every week in class and we encourage you at home to
consolidate this learning. We understand that children can be busy after school with
clubs and events, therefore, we have tried to ensure that homework is straightforward
to allow children to complete independently at home. Some of the strategies we are
now using are new to the children however we are confident that with continued
support and reinforcement in school. they will quickly get the hang of it.

Attached you will find a copy of The English Alphabetic Lo e v
Code. This code should be used to explore the variety of e T R =
ways each phoneme (sound) can be spelled (grapheme). -

Children will focus on a sound weekly and will explore : : - IZ .
different ways to make that sound e.q.. 'sigh’ as ‘ai’. S A - 1

Some weeks, your child will have a list of words which contain one

specific grapheme (spelling sound), and they will be asked to use

diacritical marking to "Write it’, ‘Mark it’, 'Say it'.

'Count it". Learning in phonics should never be

silent- children need to vocalise the sounds

s o esem e en Glongside writing in order to Orthegraphically Map
i the sounds (and words) in their brain.

pay rain bake

Lt

Other weeks. your child may be provided with a list of words containing
a variety of graphemes (sound spellings). and they will have to sort the
words into the correct grapheme categories.

At times, your child may also be provided with only the spelling sound (grapheme) for

the week and be asked to come up with their own words which contain that spelling
sound.

Spelling will be assessed regularly in class, with a focus on the spelling sound
(grapheme). Teachers will encourage application of learning by using new and unfamiliar
words,

ARV ARUVRNRRNRRNNNNNN
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Parental Information Leaflet

Explicit and systematic phonics instruction

Across the school. we will continue to learn phonics skills, progressing from simple
to complex, using the Englizh Alphabetic Code. Phonics should no longer be seen as
earhy years focus only. Children will continue to develop their knowledge and
understanding of this code as they master their <kills. In the upper department,
phonics and word study will continue with more grammar, multisyllabic words, and
morphology (learning about word parts and roots).

Phonemic awareness

This iz the ability to get to the individual sounds in words by listening and to identify
and manipulate these sounds orally. Students will be encouraged to continue to use
these skills to fully secure this foundation of reading. This iz an area that the
research has indicated is hugely important]

Decodable Readers

Our early readers will be working with decodable readers. These are books or
passages that only include words that the students can 'decode’ (sound-out) according
to the =kills they have been taught thus far. Our children need practice with the
phonics =kills they are learning, and these books and passages provide that practice.
50 be aware that at times, your child may be bringing home a sheet of paper with a
passage for practice rather than a book.

What iz Diacritical Marking?
Diacritical marking is the use of symbols to mark phonemes (e.g.. b, p). joined phonemes
(e.g.. sh, ch) and =plit phonemes ('magic €' words). There are three parts to the code: a
single dot which represents a single phoneme, a line which represents
a joined phoneme and an arch which represents a split phoneme.

It iz a =pelling strategy which helps the brain to link the phonemes
(sounds) to the grapheme (letters that represent that sound)- this
process is called Orthographic Mapping. Each time a child says and
writes a sound together, it creates a new synapse in their brain to
make this connection. A neurotypical child can repeat this process ("Write it'/"Say it')
approximately 15 fimes in order for the sound and spelling to be learned
(Orthographically Mapped). It can take up to 250 repetitions of the same process for a
dyslexic and/or neurodivergent learner.

What iz Orthegraphic Mapping?

Orthographic mapping iz the process that all successful readers use
to become fluent readers. Through orthographic mapping, students
use the oral language processing part of their brain to map (connect)
the phonemes (sounds of words) they already know to the graphemes
in a word (spellings).

SOOI
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Key Terms

Phoneme: Smallest unit of sound in a word

| Grapheme: Letters that represent phonemes
Decoding: Blending sounds together to read
words

- .-e
A digrogh i two Nlhrl
1ogeitee
aprmaning one -
o

" T -~ 800 IE
M A trigraph b Pres :
‘ Run fogeer et |
a EEET BEURTES S
Orally Use Write down  Blend and Ask your child to diacritcally mark words.
brainstorm  Phoneme €achsound  read the Blend and read.
words fingers to to build the written
break words word words
h - Diacrifically p O y rO I n b O ke
phonemes
mark them 0 - 0- O

Word Sorts Read, Read, Read

Read with your child....any book, any fime! The
more you read, the better!

When reading aloud with your child, if you
come across phonemes you know your child
knows, encourage them to blend and read the
word.

Ask your child to sort the words.
Blend and read.

The English Alphabetic Code

sounds | simple code | complex code graphemes, or spelling alternatives, which are code for the sounds
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Oral Segmenting



Segmenting

Remember to;

1. Say the word ,

2. Segment the word =

3. Write the sounds (say the sound as you write it) @’

4. Diacritically mark to check (say the sound as you mark it). @ @ s
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The English Alphabetic Code
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