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Introduction
As you know, the ability to read and write well is a vital skill for all children, paving the way for an enjoyable and successful school experience.

Children learn and practise many of the skills that they need for reading and writing from a very early age. They do this through a wide range of activities and experiences, at home, in settings and in school. They explore and learn through singing and saying rhymes, making and listening to music, talking with others, sharing books with adults and other children, dressing up, experimenting with writing, and using puppets and toys to retell and make up stories.

Children’s spoken language supports reading and writing

In order to make a good start in reading and writing, children need to have an adult listen to them and talk to them. Speaking and listening are the foundations for reading and writing. Even everyday activities such as preparing meals, tidying up, putting shopping away and getting ready to go out offer you the chance to talk to your child, explaining what you are doing. They are hearing the way language is put together into sentences for a purpose.

Books are a rich source of new words for your child – words you would not use in everyday conversations appear in books. Children need to have a wide vocabulary to understand the meaning of books, so read aloud and share books as often as you can. They will enjoy it and it will be useful to them when they come across these words in their own reading later on.  

Book talk and reading aloud will support and develop the speaking and listening skills of your children!

Sounds in spoken language – Phonics
At Alloway Primary School we have introduced high-quality, active phonics sessions. These are fun sessions involving lots of speaking, listening, use of ICT and games where the emphasis is on children’s active participation. They learn to use their phonic knowledge for reading and writing activities and in their independent play.
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Not all children will learn at the same rate!

Your child should be supported whatever their rate of learning. There is a very close link between difficulty with phonics and hearing, therefore if your child is making slower than expected progress, it would be worth having their hearing checked.

From a very early stage, children develop an awareness of different sounds in spoken language. They develop an understanding that spoken words are made up of different sounds and they learn to match these phonemes to letters. Phonics is about children knowing letters as sounds rather than using the letter names eg. c – a – t blends together to make ‘cat,’ f- e – ll blends together to make ‘fell,’ and sh-ee-p blends together to make ‘sheep.’ 
Children use this phonics knowledge when they are reading and writing. This approach has been shown to be a quick and efficient way for most young children to learn to read words on the page, fluently and accurately. The ability to recognise words on a page quickly is called word recognition. We want children to develop this skill so that it becomes automatic. This also greatly helps them with their spelling. 

At Alloway Primary School we use a range of teaching resources to implement and deliver a quality systematic phonics programme.  
The Alloway Systematic Phonics programme is divided into phases with each phase building on the skills and knowledge of previous learning. There are no big leaps in learning. Children have time to practise and rapidly expand their ability to read and spell common words.
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Learning to read and write in Primary 1
Sound-talk

The teacher shows children how to do this: c-a-t  = cat. The sounds are spoken aloud, in order, all through the word. This is called blending, it is a vital skill for reading. 

They will also learn to do it the other way around – cat = c-a-t. The whole word is spoken aloud, and then broken up into its sounds in order, all through the word. This is called segmenting, it is a vital skill for spelling.

Letter sounds 
In the first term the children will learn 32 letter sounds that each have a picture and action to match in order to help the children remember each one.  These will be taught in class and given as homework on a weekly basis.  
Blending 

When the children have a secure knowledge of a sound, they will be quickly learn the skill of blending.  Blending is the process of saying the individual sounds in a word and then running them together to make the word. For example the initial sounds p – i – n blend together to read ‘pin.’ Blending lists will be sent out as part of the children’s weekly homework and assessed by the teacher.
Saying the sounds

Your child will be taught how to pronounce the sounds (phonemes) correctly to make blending easier.  

Teachers help children to listen to different letter sounds such as s, f, t and l and recognise the different sound that each makes. They will say the sounds like this: ‘ssssss’ not ‘suh’, ‘fffffff’ not ‘fuh’, ‘t’ not ‘tuh’, and ‘llllll’ not ‘luh’. 

Letter formation

It is really important that your child holds their pencil in the correct way.  The grip is the same for both left and right handed children.  The pencil should be held in tripod grip between the thumb and first two fingers.  Please encourage your child to do this at home. 

CVC – letter shapes and words: cat, rug, sun

Now the children will be seeing letters and words, as well as hearing them. They will be shown how to make whole words by pushing magnetic letters together to form little words, reading little words on the interactive whiteboard, and breaking up words into individual sounds which will help their spelling. These will be simple words made up of two sounds, e.g. am, at, it, or three sounds, e.g. cat, rug, sun, tick, bell. 
These little words are often referred to as VC and CVC words – e.g. in the word cat 
b = consonant        e  = vowel           ll  = consonant
Segmenting: identifying sounds in words

The children will also be taught the skill of segmenting which is the ability to identify sounds in words. This is the opposite to the skill needed for blending.  The aim is for them to hear the sound and know where it comes within the word, whether it is at the beginning, middle or end.  This is a vital skill for spelling.  For example with the word ‘pin’ the children should be able to hear the sounds ‘p-i-n.’  
Common words 
The children will be taught how to read the first 100 common words throughout Primary 1.  These words are often referred to as ‘tricky words’ because some parts of the words don’t blend, for example the word ‘come.’  Initially the children will learn five of these words a week.

Oxford Reading Tree 
In term 1 of Primary 1 we will be using Oxford Reading Tree books as a resource to teach reading.  This involves the introduction of stage 1 words which require the children to use their blending strategies, word attack skills and look and say strategy. 
Children will still be practising oral blending and segmenting skills on a daily basis. They need plenty of practise at doing this. 
Listening and Talking
Listening and Talking skills go hand in hand with reading skills.  In term 1 the outcomes and skills below will be our main focus.  We will be using the Oxford Reading Tree picture books and first word books to work on and develop these skills. 
0-01b (11b) I enjoy exploring and choosing stories and other texts to watch, read or listen to, and can share my likes and dislikes.

· I enjoy looking at books / texts in a variety of situations.

· I can share and discuss my feelings, likes and dislikes e.g. of stories, characters and situations.

· I enjoy telling stories to others.

0-01c I enjoy exploring events and characters in stories and other texts, sharing my thoughts in different ways.

· I can talk about the sequence of events in a story / text. 

· I can retell a story I have heard or had read to me.

· I can make suggestions for an ending to a story / text.

· I can identify and discuss the characters within a story / text.

Collins Big Cats
As we progress children will be introduced to Collins Big Cats books.  It is very important that your child is exposed to a wide range of reading materials and different genres.                                           
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Collins Big Cat includes:

· Non-fiction Readers 

· Engaging Story books 

· Playscripts 

· Phonic Readers 

· Poetry Collections 

· Talking Books 

· e-Resources 
  Bug Club 
Bug Club is another resource at Alloway Primary.  They include fantasy, traditional tales, adventure, realistic settings, mystery and mad and funny books as well as non – fiction texts.  The stories are fast-paced with action, adventure and humour to capture the interest and imagination of all children, particularly boys. We have recently purchased a selection of the phonic Bug Club books to support children’s phonic skills.   
Thank you for taking the time to read this information. If you have any questions please contact Miss McGahon and Miss McColm.
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