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(Sep-Dec 2018)

St Charles’ Nursery, (Butterfly Rooms), 
Newsletter
As part of the ongoing work of the nursery, each term we undertake some mini themes to develop your child’s learning. The children are involved in this & are encouraged to plan what they would like to learn about. This leaflet is designed to provide you with more information on this and how you can support your child’s learning at home 
This term we are learning about 
Healthy Snacks
*Having a healthy snack
*Learning about the importance of washing hands before eating snack
*Learning about the different food groups that help our bodies to develop & maintain a healthy immune system

*Tasting foods from around the world
Dinosaurs
*Learning about Dinosaurs, their habitats, what they used to eat, different names of Dinosaurs, their colours, shape & size.
*Learning about mixing colours, using different paintbrushes, talking about the different colours & textures of Dinosaurs.
*Making junk models/drawing/painting pictures of dinosaurs 
Outdoor Learning
*Exploring in the outdoor area & becoming independent in play
*learning about risky play outdoors

*Learning to make recipes for our mud kitchen
*Learning to find ways to pour & empty with the funnels & buckets

*Exploring with big & small construction tubes, tyres & boxes

*Making bark drawings & footprints with a variety of media

* As part of the outdoor learning initiative, we will be taking your child outside on a regular basis to further develop their skills in all areas of the curriculum in all types of weather. We ask that you ensure that your child has a waterproof jacket & appropriate footwear in order for them to take part. Can you please put your child’s name on their Welly boots.
Technology 
*Exploring with tools

*Learning to use the Camera, Karaoke, Smartboard, Nintendo Wii, Pixie, Camera’s, I-Pads, Torches, & Light-box
Mathematics & Numeracy
 *Learning about money/sorting coins/recognising some money 

*Helping to develop a shop in the playroom
*Playing colour games indoors/outdoors
 *Exploring with measuring tapes/learning about height
* To have fun with numbers

*To have fun exploring with the tools in the finger gym station

Expressive Arts

*To have fun with music and singing

*To develop the house corner

* Dressing up at our fancy dress and Christmas parties 
*To take part in the Christmas story
 *To develop our transient art skills both indoors & outdoors

Transient art is when you provide frames or trays and a collection of natural materials. This is non-permanent and allows the children to manipulate, explore, and experiment with patterns and shapes. The children are learning about this around the nursery.
Literacy & English

* Choosing books 
*Our Rhyming programme

*Making up our own stories & displaying them in the story corner
* Learning Halloween/Weather /Christmas songs
Health & Wellbeing
*Finding ways to exercise our bodies, choosing & eating healthy food for our snacks

*Taking part in physical activity both indoors and outdoors. 
*Taking part in the football programme

*Taking part in Tooth-brushing, Circle Time, Spanish, Eat Well & Drama Programmes

*Enjoying having Adventure Ted home for the weekend
*Learning about Road safety & how to keep ourselves safe

*Learning about being safe around fireworks
Religious & Moral Education
*To make our nursery rules & follow them

*To develop friendships 

*To learn about religions of the world

This term we will be learning to make up rules for around the nursery & to follow them, encouraging the children to learn the importance of them & to help each other with them. Children are also leaning to negotiate with each other & to listen & follow instructions. The children will also be learning to look out for dangers when outdoors & helping the staff to carry out risk assessments.

Sand Pit-. Due to hygiene reasons children are not allowed in without their socks or outdoor shoes. Could you please ensure that your child has a change of shoes, (soft indoor shoes in their shoe bag).

Football your child will have the opportunity to develop his/her football skills with our coach Craig from St. Mirren’s Football club for 8 weeks starting in October.
We will be working with your child on simple Spanish words in the nursery. Micheline has been trained in this & will help your child to learn basic Spanish such as the names of colours, numbers 1-5 & simple greetings, e.g.:- hello, good morning, goodbye.
We will be working with your child on the Book Bug programme, Debbie will be holding some book bug sessions in the nursery & you will be invited to these. Please look out for posters in the foyer and parent’s information wall.
Music/Drama Programme – Eileen will be working with your child on developing their music/drama skills by introducing them to a variety of musical instruments, teaching them their names, how to use them along with a variety of songs/dance/drama. 
We will be working with the pre-school children in developing their science skills, they will be given opportunities to take part in simple science experiments & will also be bringing home a science bag so that you can help them with some experiments at home. Shameela will be working with the children on this Science Programme. 

From October we will be working with the children on the Forest Kindergarten project. Some of the children will be visiting Brodie park for a session on a weekly basis. During this time the children will be able to experience the full benefits of outdoor learning. Julie & your child’s keyworker will be involved in this & they will speak to you when your child is selected to go.
We will be having a fancy dress party in October to celebrate Halloween; your child can come dressed up in fancy dress on this day.
We will be working with the children in learning about the importance of road safety. The children will be given opportunities to explore their local environment & cross some busy roads, learning the rules of road safety.
This term we will be learning & celebrating Christmas, encouraging the children to learn about cultures & festivals from around the world. The children will learn the story of Christmas, having the opportunity to dress up & perform the Nativity, (nursery will provide outfits), and you can come & watch them perform this. We will also have a Christmas party; your child can wear their party clothes on this day
We are encouraging our children to mix with older groups of people, to help develop relationships & build the gap between generations in the wider community. We have been taking some of the children to visit our new, ’buddies’, at Rowan Gardens sheltered housing on a weekly basis. The children will introduce the buddies to their special toys & have a singing & rhyming session. We will visit our buddies on a weekly basis & share in some new experiences with them.
In December to help raise funds for the nursery we will be having a sponsored jingle walk. We are asking you to come to nursery with your child wearing a Santa hat, some tinsel & we will go for a walk around our local area. All children will need to be accompanied by an adult. Tea & coffee will be provided after this. Look out for the posters on the walls for further information. 
There will be a parent’s week held in November for you to discuss your child’s progress & development in the nursery. This will be a 10-minute meeting, held during the day. Your child’s key worker will speak to you about this nearer the time.

Partnership with parents:- You could do the following at home-
Supplying Materials:- Any books on dinosaurs/mini-beasts/outdoor learning and anything suitable for our themes, Autumn, Road safety, Fireworks & Christmas displays.  
Recycling:- Encourage your child to continue to bring in newspapers/magazines, empty boxes, plastic bottles, yoghurt tubs, aluminium cans, bottle top lids, and ink cartridges. (For hygiene reasons we are no longer able to accept toilet rolls).
Help your child enjoy having Adventure Ted, (one child from each group will take Adventure Ted home every week on a Wednesday), please bring Ted back on a Monday. We will ask you to complete the postcard & take a photograph of your child with Ted so we can display this on our nursery tree. Your child’s keyworker will let you know when this will start.
In November we will be sending home a Christmas song booklet, so you can help your child to learn the words of their songs for the Christmas story. We will ask for these booklets back before the Christmas break.

In December we will be taking some of the children to Rowan Gardens Sheltered housing to sing Christmas carols for our buddies, we will be looking for adult helpers. Nursery staff will speak to you about this nearer the time.
Talk to your child about the changes in the seasons and encourage them to describe what is happening, talking about the days of the week.

Important Dates
October Break – Mon 15th – Fri 19th Oct

In-Service Day (Staff only) – Mon 22nd Oct

(The nursery is closed on this day for the children)

Children return – Tue 23rd Oct
Football Starts for 8 weeks – Wed 24th Oct

Fancy dress party – Tue 30th Oct

Nursery Photographs – Wed 31st Oct (these will be taken am & pm, if you would like your child to have a photograph taken with their sibling in the school or younger sibling for a family photo please come to the school hall at 9am. Afternoon nursery family photos will be taken in the school hall at 12.20. If times change we will let you know asap.
Book Bug Day – Wed 7th Nov,

 (parents /carers can attend, see posters on foyer wall for times)
Nursery Parents’ Week-Mon 12th Nov
(Your child’s keyworker will see you about this)
Flouride Varnishing all day – Wed 28th Nov
St Andrews Day Holiday-Nursery Closed today – Fri 30th Nov

Sponsored Jingle Walk – Fri 7th Dec

Nursery Christmas story, (Nativity) – CHANGE OF DATE now Wed 5th Dec

(Morning children - 10.30am & Afternoon Children – 2pm)

Christmas Carols at Rowan Gardens – Fri 14th Dec at 1pm
Nursery Christmas party – Wed 19th Dec
(Children can wear party clothes on this day)

Nursery Closes on Fri 21st Dec at 2.30pm for Christmas Holidays
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