
parentsportal.scot – Parental Rights 

 

What is the parentsportal? 

Parents across the country are well used to the school bag run of information 

between the school and themselves, regarding their child’s education. This can 

include forms for trips, annual data check forms, consent forms, appointments for 

parents’ evenings, and notifications about school events. 

parentsportal.scot has been developed to create a digital relationship between 

parents, pupils, and schools, replacing the traditional school bag run. This digital 

approach has been developed to improve the way in which schools engage with 

parents 

In order for Parents / carers to sign up to the parentsportal.scot the ‘Parental 

Rights’ box on SEEMiS requires to be ticked for anyone who has Parental 

rights for the child. Without this they cannot sign up to the parentsportal.scot 

 

Who has parental rights and responsibilities? 

 
Mothers 
 
All mothers have parental rights and responsibilities as soon as they give birth to the 
child. 
 
Mothers can have their parental rights and responsibilities removed by a court.  
Parental rights cannot be removed by a children’s hearing. 
 
When a child is adopted the birth mother has her parental rights removed and they 
are transferred to the adoptive parent. 
 

Fathers 

If the child’s birth was registered on or after 4 May 2006 and if the father is named on the 
child’s birth certificate he automatically has parental rights and responsibilities regardless of 
the marital status of the parents. 

 

If the child’s birth was registered before 4 May 2006, a father will automatically have parental 
rights and responsibilities if he was married to the mother during pregnancy, on birth of the 
child, or after the birth. 

 

A child’s birth father can also obtain parental rights by entering into a formal agreement with 
the child’s mother known as a ‘Parental Responsibilities and Parental Rights Agreement’ or 
by court order. 

https://www.parentsportal.scot/


Step-parents 

Step-parents only have parental rights if: 

• the child’s birth mother signs and registers an agreement to share these, 
unless a court has taken away her parental responsibilities and rights; or 

• are given them by a court. 
 
Same sex couples 
 
Same sex couples only have parental responsibilities and rights as follows: 

• the birth mother of a child; 

• in a civil partnership or in a same-sex marriage with a woman at the time they 
have the egg donation, embryo transfer or donor insemination treatment 
which produces a child; 

• the partner of a woman undergoing egg donation, embryo transfer or donor 
insemination treatment, and have completed the forms needed to get parental 
responsibilities and rights; 

• named on a child's adoption order; 

• named on a child's parental order after surrogacy; and 

• the appointed guardian of a child whose parent has died and consented the 
other partner to act as such. 

 
Grandparents 
 
Grandparents only have parental rights and responsibilities for their grandchildren if: 
 

• they are awarded them by a court; or 

• the child’s birth mother has agreed and registers an agreement to share them. 
 
Foster carers 
 
Foster carers only have parental rights and responsibilities for their grandchildren if: 
 

• they are awarded them by a court. 
 
Kinship carers 
 
Kinship carers only have parental rights and responsibilities for their grandchildren if: 
 

• they are awarded them by a court; or 

• the child’s birth mother has agreed and registers an agreement to share them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How do I update SEEMiS records for those parents/ carers with parental 
rights? 
 

1. Access Pupils’ Records and then choose ‘Edit’ 
 
 

 

2. Choose the ‘Contact’ tab 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Click on the appropriate contact to update 

 

4. Click on the Edit botton 

5. Click on the ‘Parental Rights?’ box and then click ‘OK’ 

 

 


