
Prayers for the Week Ahead
W E E K  B E G I N N I N G  9 T H O C T O B E R



Monday 11th October

St Denis and his 
companions

This martyr and patron of France is regarded as the first 

bishop of Paris. His popularity is due to a series of legends, 

especially those connecting him with the great abbey church 

of St. Denis in Paris. He was for a time confused with the writer 

now called Pseudo-Dionysius.

The best hypothesis contends that Denis was sent to Gaul 

from Rome in the third century and beheaded in the 

persecution under Emperor Valerius in 258.

According to one of the legends, after he was martyred on 

Montmartre—literally, “mountain of martyrs”—in Paris, he 

carried his head to a village northeast of the city. Saint 

Genevieve built a basilica over his tomb at the beginning of 

the sixth century.

Hail Mary…



Tuesday 10th October
St Francis Borgia

Francis was a young nobleman at the court of the King of Spain. He became a 

Duke when he was only thirty-three and lived a happy, peaceful life with his 

wife Eleanor and their eight children. But unlike so many other powerful 

nobles, Francis was a perfect Christian gentleman, a true man of God and his 

great joy was to receive Holy Communion often. This happy life ended when 

his beloved wife died. Francis did something that astonished all the nobles of 

Spain; he gave up his Dukedom to his son Charles and became a Jesuit priest. 

So many people came to his first Mass that they had to set up an altar 

outdoors, but his Superior tested him by treating him in exactly the opposite 

way he had been used to all his forty-one years of life. He who had once 

been a Duke had to help the cook, carrying wood for the fire and sweeping 

the kitchen. It was not too long before the humble priest accomplished 

wonderful works for God's glory as he preached everywhere and advised 

many important people. He spread the Society of Jesus all over Spain and in 

Portugal. When he was made Superior General of the Jesuits, he sent 

missionaries all over the world. Under his guidance, the Jesuits grew to be a 

very great help to the Church in many lands.

Hail Mary….



Wednesday 11th October

Saint John XXIII

The firstborn son of a farming family in Sotto il Monte, near Bergamo in northern Italy, 

Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was always proud of his down-to-earth roots. After his 

ordination in 1904, Fr. Roncalli returned to Rome for canon law studies. He soon 

worked as his bishop’s secretary, Church history teacher in the seminary, and as 

publisher of the diocesan paper.

His service as a stretcher-bearer for the Italian army during World War I gave him a 

firsthand knowledge of war. In 1921, Fr. Roncalli was made national director in Italy of 

the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. He also found time to teach patristics at a 

seminary in the Eternal City. In 1925, he became a papal diplomat, serving first in 

Bulgaria, then in Turkey, and finally in France. During World War II, he became well 

acquainted with Orthodox Church leaders. With the help of Germany’s ambassador 

to Turkey, Archbishop Roncalli helped save an estimated 24,000 Jewish people.

Named a cardinal and appointed patriarch of Venice in 1953, he was finally a 

residential bishop. A month short of entering his 78th year, Cardinal Roncalli was 

elected pope, taking the name John after his father and the two patrons of Rome’s 

cathedral, St. John Lateran.

Hail Mary…



Thursday 12th October
Blessed Carlos Acutis

Carlos lived in Milan, Italy and was known for creating a series of 

websites devoted to Church-related supernatural events. As a 

regular teenaged boy, he liked comics, computer programming, 

video editing, and related matters. He was known at his school for 

defending other kids, especially those with disabilities, from 

bullies.

Diagnosed with leukemia, Carlo offered his sufferings to God for 

the intentions of the sitting pope—Benedict XVI—and the entire 

Church. His longtime desire to visit as many sites of Eucharistic 

miracles as possible was cut short by his illness. Carlo died in 

2006 and was beatified in 2020.

Hail Mary…



Friday 13th October
St Edward the Confessor

Edward the Confessor lived from 1003 to 1066, son of Ethelred the 

Unready and Emma of Normandy, was one of the last Anglo-Saxon 

kings of England and is usually regarded as the last king of the 

House of Wessex, ruling from 1042 to 1066. He has traditionally 

been seen as unworldly and pious, and his reign as marking the 

continuing disintegration of royal power in England and the 

advancement in power of the earls. However, modern historians 

regard him as a successful king, who was energetic, resourceful 

and sometimes ruthless, but whose reputation has been unfairly 

tarnished by the Norman conquest shortly after his death.

Edward was canonized in 1161 by Pope Alexander III, and is 

commemorated on 13 October by the Roman Catholic Church, the 

Church of England and other Anglican Churches. He is regarded as 

the patron saint of kings, difficult marriages, and separated 

spouses.

Hail Mary…


