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Helpful Tips and Information
 about Reading Homework
 at Todholm.
At Todholm we are using a variety of methodologies both to teach reading and to motivate the children to read.  Children are encouraged to think about what they have read and respond to texts in different ways.
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We would like to share our approach with parents as many of the techniques are worth trying out at home.  This guide also explains some of the homework tasks linked to Reading. 

Book Detectives 
At school children are taught how to develop their reading skills.  In the Early Stages the children are taught how to become Story Explorers. Children are encouraged to use these skills to support their reading.  In the upper school the roles, in the form of Book Detectives, become more complex.  Roles are formally introduced at specific stages.  Each stage will work on a selection of these roles during each year.  Here are some examples:
· Question Master - Write open questions for the group to answer orally. The questions and answers should be prepared and recorded in advance.  They may be related to 'Who?' 'Why?' 'Where?' 'How?' or may consider details of the passage e.g. ordering events.  
· Word Finder - Highlight words in the passage that may be confusing, unknown, interesting etc. Find definitions and share these with the group (a definition should be related to what it means in the context of the passage).
· Feelings Watcher - Write about how one or two of the main characters are feeling throughout given chapters.  There should be evidence provided to back up opinions.
· Summariser - Outline the key parts of the story or passage succinctly.
· Passage Master - Find an interesting paragraph in the story to share with the group.  You must be able to justify your choice.
· Illuminator - Highlights the emotions in the passage and explains how parts of the story have made you feel.  The happiest/scariest part, confusing/annoying aspects etc.  The passage may be read aloud in an expressive way.
· Illustrator - Create a picture of something that 'hits you' as important in the passage/chapters.  It may be realistic or symbolic.  Can the rest of the group work out what it is?
· Link Maker - Find connections between the passage and your own experiences.  "This part made me think of ......"
· Opinion Spotter - Reflect on the attitudes and opinions in the text and what perspective the author is writing from.
· Style Seeker - Search out specific features of the text e.g. language patterns, rhythms and tone and consider why the author chose to use them.
· Mind Mapper  - Present key aspects of the passage using images, colour, arrows, symbols and key words.  Be able to talk through the mind map with the group.
· Dramatiser - Choose a favourite scene in the passage and act it out.

In school we find that the children respond positively to their reading roles. The children often work in groups, with each child having a different role.  This means they are responsible for reporting back to their group. This type of learning also helps to support and develop comprehension skills.
Sophisticated Reader
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In the upper school, we are teaching children a number of strategies which will help them to become sophisticated readers.  You might want to reinforce these at home.  Sophisticated readers:
Prepare their mind
What's this text about? What do I already know? What does the author want me to think?  
Do I need to have an opinion, understand facts and events or just let myself believe?

Visualise

If this were a film – what would I see?  What would this information look like as a diagram, mindmap or flowchart?
Hear a voice reading in their head

Will accents help me track who is speaking?  Make sure I read the punctuation.
Re-phrase

Having read a page / chapter / section think to yourself.... in my own words, what does that mean?
Taking notes as you read can help, especially with non-fiction.
Summarise as they go

What do I know so far?  What don't I know yet?  What do I need to know?  Should I take notes?
Hold their thoughts as they read

Why am I being told this now?  How does this information link together? What am I assuming that isn't in the text?
Question

Does this seem likely?  Does this 'ring true'?  Do I understand all of this?
Stop and re-read if they don’t understand

If you still don't understand, find the problem word(s).  Does it remind me of other words/parts of words?  Can I guess the meaning from the context?  Who can I ask?  Look it up.
Link to wider experiences

How does this relate to what I already know?  What have I read?  What have I done?  What was new to me?  Would I react in the same way?
Think about the crunch points

At what point(s) could this have gone a different way?  What might have happened?
Wonder to themselves

Why might this person / group behave like this?  How might this character see this?  What might happen?
Helpful Hints for Parents
· Your child is not too old to read to you.  Make reading fun and be positive – your reaction and enthusiasm has a great influence on how your child will respond.  

· Try to set aside a quiet time to look at homework tasks and talk about the reading.  

· Surround your child with reading materials in the house and also while you are on the go e.g. magazines in the car. 

· Variety is essential – reading can come in disguised formats such as games on the computer, menus, cinema listings, instructions, books with CD’s etc.  Encourage your child to read a range of genres.
· Try to visit the library with your child.

