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Helpful Tips and Information
 about Reading Homework

 at Todholm.
At Todholm we are using a variety of methodologies both to teach reading and to motivate the children to read.  The children are being encouraged to think about what they have read and respond to texts in different ways.
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We would like to share our approach with parents as many of the techniques are worth trying out at home.  

Story Explorers  

Children in the Early Stages are encouraged to take on roles while they read.  Here are some examples:
· Cover Explorer - Search for information about the book e.g. publisher, title, author, illustrator.

· Prediction Checker - Before reading, take turns to make predictions. Then check the predictions as you read. Are the predictions right or wrong, or can’t we tell?

· Feelings Finder - Think about how the character might feel at different parts of a story.  Why do you think the character feels like that?  Has there been a time that you have felt the same as the character?

· Word Wizard - Pick out 1 or 2 interesting words used by the author e.g. WOW words, tricky words or words with the spelling rule of the week in them!

· Expression Hero - Read the story with lots of expression.  Look at the punctuation and take a breath at commas and full stops.  If there is an exclamation mark, how would you say that sentence?  When reading speech there might be a clue to show how the character is speaking e.g. cried Kipper.
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Dramatic Director - Act out a part of the story – remember to include accents and actions!
Ways to read with your child

· Talk Through – This is a great way to begin when reading a new book.  Start with the cover.  What do you think the book is about?  Go through the whole book, a page at a time, looking at the pictures and talking about them.  Can you establish the who, what, where, when and why?
· Shared Reading – Children do love having a story read to them!  While you read encourage your child to follow the words with their finger.  Why not stop and ask questions at interesting points?   You can read a sentence each; page each or chapter each depending on the complexity of the book.
· Read Alone – If your child is stuck on a word while reading to you, you can suggest ways of working it out e.g. looking at the pictures, using the initial sound, read the rest of the sentence etc.  If he / she can’t work it out then tell him / her and move on.  
· Phonics – You can add to sounds practice by asking your child to find words with specific sounds in them or look for pictures of objects which start with certain sounds.  Have a game of I spy!
Sophisticated Reader – strategies taught in class
Children in Primary 2 and 3 have been working on whole class techniques to develop comprehension skills.  These include visualising and re-phrasing.

Visualising – encourages the children to create a picture in their heads to develop understanding.  This may be based on part of a story or a description in a text.

Re-phrasing – exposes the children to more challenging vocabulary.  Using a wide selection of genres the children work in groups, pairs and individually to ‘re-phrase’ key sections of text using more simplistic or alternative language.

 Helpful Hints

· Make reading fun and be positive – your reaction and enthusiasm has a great influence on how your child will respond.  
· Try to set aside a quiet time to read with your child on a daily basis.  
· Surround your child with reading materials in the house and also while you are on the go e.g. magazines in the car. 
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Variety is essential – reading can come in disguised formats such as games on the computer, menus, cinema listings, instructions, books with CDs etc.  
· Encourage your child to visit the library.

