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Dear Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills,
I write in response to the Consultation on, the revised Conduct of Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood Education in Schools teaching guidance.
The introduction offers an overview of some of the developments in education since 2014 with the suggestion that these are the reasons why the 2014 iteration of guidance requires o be refreshed.  However, there is no explanation or justification for why the 2023 version should have departed so far from the previous version, why sections should be deleted and why dis proportionate emphasis should be given to certain aspects.
The 2014 guidance could have been adapted and enhanced to include necessary developments while maintaining the previous content and ensuring that it remained high level guidance.
As a member of the Catholic Education Community, I have grave concerns that the paragraphs dedicated to Denominational Education (paragraphs 38 – 41) in the 2014 iteration of guidance have been deleted.
I ask that these be fully reinstated.
In addition, I request that Scottish Government reiterates their support for Denominational Education and that the Religious Authorities with a role in denominational education, in our context the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland, continue to have the right to provide guidance on RSHP for their schools and that Scottish Government Guidance is complementary to that of the Religious Authority – not as 4.11 states that the guidance from religious authorities is ‘additional and complementary’.
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Consultation on, the revised Conduct of Relationships, Sexual Health and
Parenthood Education in Schools teaching guidance

FORMATION FORM

‘Are you responding as:
O indvidual
O Organisation

Full Name or Organisation's Name

form MUST be completed and returned with your response.

Phone number

Address

Posteode

E-mail address

‘The Scottish Government requires your
permission to publish your consulation
response. Please ndicate your publishing
preference:

O Publish response with name
O Publish response only (without name)
O Donot publish response.

Information for Organisations.
“The opton Publsn response only (wihout
name) i vaitie forndviuslresponcents
only It cpton s selected, the Organisaion
Name wil sl be pubished.

1you shoose the opion Do o publish
response!. your Orgarisaton Name may il be
ited 35 having responded o the consultaton .
for sxample, the analyss report

We will share your response intenally with other Scottish Goverment policy teams who.
may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future,
but we require your permission to o so. Are you content for the Scottish Govemment to
contact you again in relation to this consutation exercise?

O Yes
O No
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