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January 2022 Update 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

I hope that you and your families managed to have a lovely, restful break and that everyone has remained safe and 

healthy throughout the festive period.  Unfortunately, as you will have heard Covid-19 continues to have an impact 

on our day to day lives.  Given that there have been some recent changes regarding self-isolation rules, I thought it 

would be helpful to provide some questions and answers.   

 

Why are we still operating relaxed entry and exit times? 

In St Paul’s children will continue to arrive between 8.50am – 9.05am and P1-3 will be dismissed at 2.55pm, P4-7 at 

3pm.  These steps will support social distancing and avoid large crowds of parents gathering at the school gates.  

Do parents have to wear face coverings? 

When on school grounds parents / carers, visitors and staff should wear face coverings. When dropping and collecting 

your child at the gates you are advised for your own safety to wear a face covering. 

Why are all schools not doing exactly the same thing? 

All school buildings, grounds and numbers of children and staff are different. These differences need to be considered 

when implementing guidance.  This will mean there will be slight differences as we work to ensure children and staff 

are as safe as possible?  As a place of employment, we work to ensure steps taken also allow employees to work in a 

safe environment.  This again may depend on the different layout of buildings and grounds. 

Why are bubbles being reintroduced in schools? 

Due to the pace of increase in the Omicron variant, bubbles have been put in place to reduce mixing. Just like we are 

being asked to reduce mixing with other households in the community.  Children will maintain their indoor bubbles for 

classroom and dining experiences. 

Why does my child say the school can feel cold? 

One of the crucial mitigations to keep everyone safe is ventilation. For this reason, the windows are open in school to 

ensure a safe and steady flow of clean air. It would help to ensure children are dressed in warm clothes and maybe 

give them an extra jumper in their bag. 

 

 



                                     
Director of Children’s Services: Steven Quinn 

Council Headquarters, South Building, Cotton Street, Paisley PA1LE                   

“Our school is a nurturing community 
with relationships at the heart of all we 

do”. 

 

 

Guidance for new cases identified from 6th January 2022 onwards. (Please note – those with 

positive cases identified on 5th of January or before must follow previous guidance to isolate). 

If I have a positive LFD test but I have Covid symptoms, should I take a PCR test?  

Yes, people with Covid symptoms should continue to take a PCR test, regardless of whether or not they have a positive 

LFD. People who test positive on an LFD but have no Covid symptoms should treat that as a positive test and follow 

the isolation guidance that applies to them. 

I have symptoms of Covid-19, do I need to book a PCR test or do an LFD test?  

PCR and LFD tests work in different ways to identify people who have COVID-19 infection. If you have any symptoms – 

a new continuous cough, high temperature or loss/change of taste/smell - you should book a PCR test as soon as a slot 

is available. 

If I have symptoms, does my household need to isolate whilst I wait my PCR results?  

Some of your household may need to isolate. If they are not fully vaccinated, they will need to isolate. If they are a 

fully vaccinated adult or under 18 years and 4 months, they do not need to isolate as long as they continue to return 

daily negative LFDs until the test result is received and follow appropriate guidance thereafter. (Please note fully 

vaccinated means both vaccines and the booster more then 14 days ago). 

My PCR was positive, what should members of my household do?  

All household members who have symptoms should isolate immediately and book a PCR test.  

Fully vaccinated household members (three doses with a final dose at least 14 days ago) and household members 

aged under 18 years and 4 months may take 7 daily LFD tests as an alternative to isolation so long as they do not have 

symptoms and test negative each day;  

Anyone aged over 18 years 4 months who has less than three vaccine doses should book a PCR test and, even if 

negative, isolate for 10 days. 

How long will it be before I get my PCR test results?  

Test results are usually returned within 24 to 48 hours, however during times of high demand turnaround times are 

generally within 72 hours 

I have tested positive on a LFD test but have no symptoms, do I need a follow up PCR?  

Given the current high incidence and prevalence rates, there is no longer a requirement to book a PCR test to confirm 

the LFD positive result. You should only book a confirmatory PCR if the individual, parent/guardian or carer is planning 

on applying for the Self-Isolation Support Grant. Eligibility for the grant is that a person earns less than the real living 

wage, is asked by Test and Protect to isolate and will lose income as a result of isolating. 

Where can I get LFD tests?  

LFD tests can be collected at a local pharmacy, collection point, regional and local test sites and can also be ordered 

online for home delivery. To find out where, please see here  https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/ 

 

https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
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Do I have to report my LFD positive result?  

Yes, it is crucial you report your test result online as soon as possible, positive or negative. This enables us to 

understand the prevalence of COVID-19 in the country and, for those with positive results, so the correct advice can 

be given to you and those you’ve been in close contact with, to prevent onward spread of coronavirus. This only takes 

a few minutes to do, and you can report tests for the current day and the previous day 

I’ve been identified as a close contact, but I’ve had a positive PCR in the last 90 days, should I test?  

If you have tested positive on a PCR test within the last 90 days, you should take an LFD instead of a PCR test. 

What does fully vaccinated mean now for the purposes of self-isolation policy?  

Fully vaccinated now means an individual having received both primary doses and a booster dose of an MHRA 

approved vaccine, plus 14 days for protection to build. You need to have been fully vaccinated by the time the contact 

occurred, e.g. if the case is in your house you need to have been boosted 14 days before their onset of symptoms. 

 

I hope you find these questions and answers useful in understanding the current guidance, If you are in doubt or have 

any questions, please call the school office where Jo or Amanda will help you. 

Kind Regards 

 

 

 

 

Louise A. Maher 

Head Teacher 
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