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Newsletter September 2020 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
The end of another week and unfortunately the weather has not been great. I cannot believe we are in the 
month of September already.  Mrs Nicholson and I may need to get a wee tent for when we are at the gate 
8.45-9.20 and again at the end of the day to see the children safely out the gate.   
It is lovely to see the smiles of the children and the waves from parents and carers every morning.  
 
2 Metre Distancing 
As you know adults are being asked to keep a 2 metre distance between each other if you are from different 
households. Can I ask that you follow this guidance as much as possible outside the gates. Children should 
also remain beside you to ensure household bubbles are kept intact. It is lovely to see the children coming to 
school on bikes and scooters. However, they must not ride these in among the people waiting for their 
children. 
 
PE 
The Scottish Government guidance states that PE cannot take place indoors. It also states that changing 
rooms in the school cannot be used.  As you know there is a long-standing requirement that children 
participate in 2 hours of quality PE every week. For this reason, children have been asked to come to school 
in casual uniform such as joggers and not skirts and dress trousers. (You may recall a letter sent about this 
in June and again in August). The outdoors is the safest place for our children and staff to be in terms of 
supressing the spread of COVID-19. The Scottish Government requests that children are outdoors for part of 
their curriculum every day.   For these reasons please ensure your children have waterproof jackets on every 
day. As we know the weather is very changeable in Scotland.  Children will be out doors in the rain but if it 
becomes heavy they will remain indoors or return to class early. We are constantly working to get the 
balance right for our children and we appreciate your support so far. 
 
We have our active school co-ordinator David Rose and a sports coach in every week. This means that 
almost every class in the school will benefit from this input during one of their two PE lessons each week. We 
are very appreciative of this support. 
 
Anchor Base 
For the first few weeks our children from the Anchor Base were arriving later and leaving earlier, to support 
their transition back to school. This week they have now started earlier and are leaving later in the day to 
match the rest of the school community. The children have manged this change very well. 
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Anchor Base Diary 
Teachers are providing the usual update via seesaw instead of the usual paper diary. Please check this 
every night. 
 
Car Park 
A reminder that the car park is for staff only. Children should be dropped off outside the school grounds. The 
only exceptions to this are Blue Badge holders. All holders must have shown their badge at the school office 
for Mrs Connelly to confirm ownership, in line with our guidance. We have created a waiting area for badge 
holders to wait for their children.  It is essential that badge holders wait here as it prevents entrance and exit 
paths being blocked. This will allow parents dropping off at the nursery to pass and allow the children 
traveling on school transport to enter and exit safely. Thank you. 
 
School Dinners 
From Monday 7th September we will be introducing a hot meal option. The sandwich option will still be 
available. Please see below options for next week. Other menus including dietary information is on the 

school website. 
 
Free School Meals 
All children P1-3 are entitled to a free school meal.  P4-7 must pay for all school meals unless an application 
for free school meals has been made to Renfrewshire Council and an award letter has been received. If you 
have applied and not received an award letter you may want to chase this up at the council offices. In the 
mean-time school meals will need to be paid for. Children not eligible for free school meals MUST pay for 
their lunch. You will receive an invoice for meals received to date until this part of the Parent Portal is set up.  
Anyone unable to pay for school meals due to hardship, please contact me directly.  
I would encourage you to apply for free meals if think you may be eligible. This does not mean your child 
must have a school meal every day and still gives flexibility for packed lunches when required. Anyone who 
needs support to complete the form please call the school office and we can arrange for home-link to support 
you.   
 
Communication 
If you do not already have our school app, which has been recently updated, please go onto the school 
website and download it as you will find useful information there.  
For those of you who have had it for a while you may need to delete and reinstall from the website. I know I 
have had to do this recently.  
Class teachers will be sharing a few examples of learning on Twitter each week. So please sign up to our 
school Twitter Feed to see what the children have been up to. https://twitter.com/stpaulsfoxbar  
You will be amazed I am sure. We hope that during this time where the contact between teachers and 
families is limited, this will give you an idea of what your children have been working on throughout the day. 
 
Homework 
This will start next week with spelling and health and wellbeing. Seesaw will be used for P1-3 and Google 
Classroom for P4-7. Staff are currently working with children to complete their placement test for Reading 
Eggs. This means in a few weeks the children will receive reading homework via reading eggs. The 
placement test ensures the children are reading books at an appropriate level and 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Sausage Roll with 
Salad & Potato 

Wedges 

Chicken Goujon 
Wrap with Salad & 

Smiley Faces 

Pizzini with Salad & 
Potato Wedges 

Chicken Burger with 
Salad & Smiley Faces 

Hot Dog with Salad 
& Potato Wedges 

Sandwich Selection 
Cheese, Ham or 

Tuna Mayonnaise 

Sandwich Selection 
Cheese, Ham or 

Tuna Mayonnaise 

Sandwich Selection 
Cheese, Ham or 

Tuna Mayonnaise 

Sandwich Selection 
Cheese, Ham or 

Tuna Mayonnaise 

Sandwich Selection 
Cheese, Ham or 

Tuna Mayonnaise 

https://twitter.com/stpaulsfoxbar
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their understanding can be assessed using this too. More information will follow.  
 
Some children have really enjoyed Sumdog during lockdown. We will purchase a new subscription which will 
allow this to be used to support Maths homework in the coming weeks too. 

 
School Photographs 
As you know we usually offer a school photograph around this time of year. However, the guidance from the 
Scottish Government stated that only essential workers to support our children and the running of the school 
are allowed in the building. For this reason, we are unable to arrange any school photos at the moment. If 
this changes throughout the session I will let you know. 
 
Parent Portal 
Renfrewshire Council have introduced Parent Portal which is designed to replace letters and money coming 
and going via school bags. It will eventually allow you to pay for lunches, trips etc. The first stage of this is to 
complete the usual annual data sheet to ensure we have up to date emergency contact information for your 
child.  Please sign up as soon as possible at this link http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/schools/parentsportal 
Our sign-up rate is currently very low so please make an extra effort to look at this if you can. The 
information you enter must match what we currently have on file for you. 
If you have any difficulties, please call the school office and they will try help you.  

 
HSE Visit 
Yesterday, like some other schools, we received a spot check visit from Health and Safety Executive. They 
were pleased with the procedures we have in place to ensure the safety of our families and staff in 
supressing the spread of COVID-19. Thank you to everyone for your continued support in ensuring these 
procedures we have put in place are followed. We must continue to do so as we hear in the news of other 
areas that are introducing new restrictions. 
 
Parish Changes 
You may have heard that there have been some changes across the Diocese of Paisley. For us this means a 
change of chaplain for us and a new priest in St Paul’s Parish. We thank Canon Eddie for the years of 
spiritual guidance and support he has given to us and we wish him well in his new parish St Cadoc’s in 
Newton Mearns. East Renfrewshire. 
On Friday 11th September we will welcome Fr Jude Okorie to our school and parish community. Although 
this will not be in the usual way with whole school masses and class services, however, we will do our best.  
Fr Jude is currently Parish Priest in St Mary’s Parish and will take over St Paul’s and run both parishes. Once 
Fr Jude has settled in a little, I will contact him to discuss our arrangements for our current Primary 5 children 
to receive the sacrament of First Holy Communion. I appreciate this has been difficult and you may begin to 
hear of other schools having already arranged this. However, with these changes we have seen a slight 
delay in our arrangements. Once I have some information, I will issue details to P5 families directly.   
 
Reporting Pupil Absence  

If a child is absent from school parents are asked to inform the school by 9.15am. If no message is received 
by 9.30am, a text from the school will be sent asking you to call the school immediately.  
 

If absence is for reasons other than illness, we should be notified in writing before the appointment with 
cards/letters being shown at the school office for confirmation of appointments. This procedure is essential to 
ensure the safety of our children.  If a child needs to leave school early for any reason the school office must 
be notified. No child will be able to leave early without an adult collecting them.   
If for any reason there is no one to collect a child at their usual meeting place, they should return to the 
school office. Please make sure your child is aware of this. Please also note that school staff are unable to 
provide course work if you choose to take your child out of school during term time for holidays etc. 
Please make every effort to avoid family holidays during term time as this disrupts a child’s education and 
reduces learning time. 

 

http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/schools/parentsportal


[Type text] 
Director of Children’s Services: Steven Quinn 

Council Headquarters, South Building, Cotton Street, Paisley PA1LE                   

 
 
Administration of Medicine in School 

Medication should only be taken in school when essential and may only be administered by an authorised 
member of staff on receipt of a completed Parental Permission Form. This form is available at the school 
office if required and should be completed at the window. It is important to note that we are not permitted to 
give non-prescribed medication to pupils (e.g over the counter remedies such as paracetamol etc) 
All medications require a pharmacy label clearly marked with the child’s name and required dose. 
It is advisable that children requiring antibiotics should remain at home when their illness is acute or, if well 
enough to attend school, dosage arrangements are such that the antibiotic can be taken before and after 
school wherever possible.  
School staff do not routinely administer asthma inhalers. Children with asthma should be encouraged & 
supported to enable them to administer themselves. Parents must ensure their child has an inhaler in his/her 
school bag every day if she /he has asthma. Enhalers need to be kept by the children to allow use when 
needed. Please check the expiry date regularly. 
All children who have asthma should have an asthma plan from their GP. We have this for some children but 
not for all of our children with asthma. If you are willing to share this information, please bring to the office 
window and we can copy it. This will help us to ensure your child receives the correct dose and that we are 
following an individual care plan. 
Please note if your child needs an inhaler and does not have it in school on the day of a trip they will not be 
allowed to go. ENHALERS MUST BE IN SCHOOL EVERY DAY. 
 
Nut Free School 
Just a reminder that we have children with severe allergies and therefore no nut products should be on 
school premises. This includes chocolate spread and similar items. Please keep these at home and bring 
alternatives to school. 
 
School Holiday 
The September weekend is Friday 25th September and Monday 28th September. Please note children should 
not attend on these days.  
 
Maths Week Scotland 
28th September – 4th October is Maths Week Scotland. During this week we will be exploring Maths in our 
every day lives. Mrs Coats will be organising some exciting activities for across the school and class 
teachers will have a Maths focus during this week.  
 

 
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 
Louise A Maher 
HEAD TEACHER 
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