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PRIMARY 6 ‘BEAR BUDDY TRAINING’ PROGRAMME 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

As COVID restrictions continue to ease, we envisage that our Primary 6 cohort of children 

will be able to formally engage in their ‘Buddy Training Programme’ within the next few 

weeks.  

 

Our ‘Bear Buddy Programme’ refers to planned social and informal opportunities which  

would involve the Primary 6 children being paired with one of the new Primary 1 children in 

August 2022 or perhaps two buddies per Primary 1 child, depending on our registered 

numbers.  

 

The purpose is to support a smooth transition for children starting school and it helps to 

promote a sense of belonging, community and family within the school. There are also 

many evidenced benefits for the older child as outlined below: 

- Leadership opportunities.  

- Problem Solving and critical thinking.  

- Promotion of kindness and empathy.  

- The development of social and emotional intelligence.  

- Fostering positive relationships and communication.  

- Building upon our school values such as trust, respect, responsibility and teamwork. 

- Taking ownership and pride in our school.  

 

Our ‘Big Bear Buddies’ are expected to follow the St. Fillan Standard in their living by our 

school values, leading by example and treating others with kindness and respect.   
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 Miss Ainsworth is looking forward to working with the children in this area with a particular 

focus around supporting one another as part of a team. The children have previously 

demonstrated their capabilities in this area during their ‘Playmaker’ sessions with Active 

Schools and were commended for their efforts so I am sure they will continue to build upon 

their efforts during this programme.  

 

We look forward to watching the children grow and flourish through this opportunity to build 

new and lasting friendships and as ever, we value your support through working in 

partnership.  

 

Take care and stay safe.   
 
Kindest Regards,  

 
 
Mrs Claire Mackenzie 
Head Teacher 
 

 
 
 

    
 


