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P4/3 Church blessing 11am 24-Aug

P3/2 Church blessing 11am 25-Aug

P2/1 Church blessing 11am 26-Aug

Confirmation rehearsal at 6.30pm 14-Sep

Vocations Mass 18-Sep

Sept Weekend school closed 25-28-Sept

Maths Week 29-Sep

First Friday Mass at 9.30am TBC 02-Oct

P4 > P5 First Communion 03-Oct

October week 12-16-Oct

Inservice Day 19-Oct

Pupils Returns 20-Oct

P7 Parents Confirmation Meeting 

Fr Andrew in church 6.30pm 20-Oct

P4 Parents Sacrament Meeting Fr 

Andrew in Church 6.30pm 27-Oct

Halloween Parade TBC 29-Oct

All Saints Feast Day Mass 

11.30am TBC 30-Oct

Parents info evening (Virtual)TBC 10-Nov

Anti Bullying/Celebrating Diversity 

Week 16-Nov

Sharing our Learning 2.15-3pm 

TBC 25-Nov

St Andrews Day school closed 30-Nov

Nativity - Dress Rehearsal 09-Dec

Nativity - Community Rehearsal 10-Dec

Nativity - Parents/Carers 11-Dec

Christmas Jumper Day 14-Dec

Christmas Parties - P1-P3 15-Dec

Christmas Parties - P4-P5 16-Dec

End of term Mass 9.30am TBC 18-Dec

School Closes 2.30pm 18-Dec

Dates to Remember

Sacraments:
After meeting with Father Andrew and Sister I have been able to set a Parish Calendar for 
some events for this school session.  Please note that these dates and times may change, 

As last sessions Sacraments of Confirmations and Communion were postponed we have 
been asked by the Bishop to reorganise these to be held in our parish during the term 1.

Information for these children will follow shortly.
P.7> S.1 Confirmation  - Thursday 17th September 6.30 pm St. Fillan’s Parish Church

P4 > P.5 First Communion  - Saturday 3rd October St. Fillan’s 10 am St. Fillan’s Parish 
Church

Please remember to keep our school and the children in your prayers.

Faith      Respect     Responsibility    Trust      Team Work       Success

Head Teacher’s August’s Message:
It was wonderful to welcome the children back to school over the course of last week 

following our long very different kind of summer holiday.  Despite circumstances, I hope 
that you and your families stayed well during this time and were able to be ‘safely’ 

together. 
A special welcome to our new and existing Primary 1 parents and families. We welcome 

you into the St. Fillan’s family and look forward to working in partnership with you and to 
help your children grow throughout the years. Can I thank you for being so understanding 
about not being able to enter the school on your child's first day and the restrictions that 

we have had to put in place to keep everyone safe.
As always, the children are a real credit to you and our school and they looked splendid in 
their new ‘less formal’ school uniform. It was great to see the children so keen and eager 

to come back to school for the beginning of a new school term! Please be assured that we 
are working very hard to comply with all Health and Safety Guidance to keep everyone 

safe.
As always, the August Bulletin is full of useful information however please be aware that 

several dates for this session are still to be confirmed, as new guidance becomes available. 
A copy of this August Bulletin will be available on our school website. 

We had a different school session last year and it goes to shows just how resilient and 
resourceful we can all be in difficult times. Moving forward we hope to ‘Build Back Better’ 
at St. Fillan’s by focusing on our pupils Health & Wellbeing in term 1 and building on the 

success of our Google Classroom, maintaining its use for homework as well as for 
contingency planning if a ’school lockdown’  were required again. 

This session, we will continue to drive forward our School Improvement Plans, learning 
from lockdown and progressing our school community in this time of ‘new normal’ to 

make St. Fillan’s better and safer whilst ensuring that our children exceed their full 
potential. 

Please remember in your prayers anyone who has lost loved ones during this time.
Keep safe. 

Stephen Collins (Acting Headteacher)

School Communication

Our school communicates in a variety of ways with 
parents, via our website

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/stfillans/

and also via Facebook and Twitter. 

Our Facebook page is called 
www.facebook.com/fillan.bear

Our twitter is @Fillan_Bear

Be Brave   Unleash Excellence Demonstrate Creativity    Show/Radiate   Enthusiasm

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/stfillans/


Our shared vision - “We are all learning, growing and succeeding 

together”

Pupil Safety:

For everyone's Health & Safety currently, the school has to keep visitors to a minimum. If you require to visit the school please call ahead

for arrangements to be made at the office. In the interests of Health & Safety, visitors must only enter the school via the main

entrance and are not permitted to access the school via the pupil entrances. When reporting to the School Office, you will be asked 

to sign the ‘sign in/out’ book (Track & Trace) and be provided with a ‘Visitors Pass’ as we must be aware of who is in the school 

building in the event of an emergency.

Pupil Safety is at the centre of all that we do - to ensure we keep up our excellent standards, please familiarise yourself with the following 

points when making arrangements to collect your child/children:

 School begins at 8.50 am and finishes at 3.00 pm prompt. If you are running late, please inform the school office as soon as 

possible. Outwith these times, everyone must enter and exit via the main entrance. 

 Before setting off for school in the morning, children must always know their travel arrangements for the end of each day. Please 

let the school office know if there will be a significant change to your regular plans. 

 Alert the school office of any change to pick-up arrangements as soon as possible. Only one adult in the playground(if 

required).We cannot allow pupils in P1-P3 to walk home without a known adult or sibling who regularly collects them. You must 

advise us in advance if anyone else will be collecting your child. For extra security, a member of staff may call you back to confirm. 

 If your child is going to be absent, please give us as much notice as you can. If possible, please provide copies of appointment

letters to the school office to ensure the register is marked appropriately. If the absence is unexpected, please contact the school 

office as soon as possible via phone or text and provide a note in your child’s bag on their return. 

During interval and lunchtime, no child is allowed to leave the playground, except if going home for lunch. Teachers must be advised

if children are going home for lunch.

Face Coverings and PPE 
Face covering are generally not required 
in school but may be worn in school by 
any pupil or adult if they wish to do so. 

Staff will wear a face covering if working 
nearby (less than 2m) with pupils for 

some time. Adults delivering first aid and 
medical or intimate care will wear the 
appropriate PPE as stated in current 

guidelines.  

First Aid/Illness  
First aid will be provided as before, however, 
the adult will wear appropriate PPE. If a child 

feels unwell and presents with non-COVID 
symptoms normal procedures will apply. If a 

child presents with COVID symptoms they 
will be isolated (supervised by an adult) until 
collected. Upon collection, the parent should 

follow the Test and Protect procedures.  

School Vision, Values and Aims

Our school vision, values, and aims are the beating heart of our school 
and the core beliefs of what we are aiming to achieve. 

As a Catholic School, we also follow the ‘Charter for Catholic Schools’ and 
our core values echo the values contained in the Gospels. 

The core values are displayed around the school and we spend time at 
Assembly discussing them and considering how we can ‘Be the best we 
can be’ through living out our beliefs in our thoughts, words, and actions. 
They permeate throughout everything that we do both socially and 
academically to develop the ‘whole child.’ 

As always, we will spend time this school session discussing the ‘St. Fillan 
Standard’ and what this looks like, sounds like and feels like and we hope 
to share or thoughts with you.

Hygiene 
Hygiene protocols will be maintained at all 

times. Handwashing facilities and hand 
sanitisers are available around the school and 
pupils wash their hands throughout the day. 

They are also encouraged to continue to 
follow the good practice of Catch It, Bin It, 

Kill It. A day cleaner is in school to clean 
frequently touched surfaces throughout the 

day. Pupils are encouraged to keep their own 
space clean and tidy. Bags will remain on the 
floor at all times and pupil jackets are kept in 

classrooms.

Hello, 
A special welcome to all our new parents either with primary one 

children or those new to the school, on behalf of the parent 
council we are delighted to welcome you to our St. Fillan’s family. 
Our first parent council meeting of this session will take place on 

Wednesday 2nd September at 7pm. This meeting will be held 
virtually so if you wish to join then please send a note of your 
email address to stfillans@renfrewshire.npfs.org.uk , joining 
instructions to follow. All parents are very welcome to join.

A reminder that the Parent Council have a closed Facebook group 
for parents/guardians of St Fillan’s children, to join please search 

for St Fillan’s Parent Council Group on Facebook. 

Kind regards
Pauline Kerr 

Parent Council Chair

PARENT COUNCIL

mailto:stfillans@renfrewshire.npfs.org.uk


Informal Uniform - Reminder

Until such times as it is safe to do so we have adopted a  ‘less 

formal’ uniform of a polo shirt, sweatshirt, outdoor 

appropriate bottoms, and footwear as well as a waterproof 

outer layer. There will be no requirement for pupils to 

change shoes. This may be reviewed as the weather 

deteriorates and wellies are required. As all P.E will initially 

be outdoors, and pupils will be participating in increased 

outdoor learning, they should come dressed appropriately 

for the weather Please ensure that your child comes to 

school with a waterproof jacket and hood. Scotland’s 

weather can be very unpredictable and to ensure full 

ventilation all classroom windows will remain open during 

the school day, so layers are advisable. Please label all items 

with your child’s name and class. We will not be able to 

store any lost property so any unnamed items that cannot 

be identified may need to be disposed of. If pupils wish to 

wear ‘formal’ uniform they can do so but there will not be 

any opportunity to change in school and teachers are 

unable to assist pupils with their clothing or any face 

coverings. 

‘Dressing for Excellence’ will return as soon as it’s safe to do so.

Start/End of day :

To avoid congestion at the start and end of 

the day the school entrance doors will 

be opened at 8.50 am for pupils to enter 

and practice good hand hygiene. I 

appreciate the efforts that all our 

families are making to ensure that only 

one adult enters the playground (if 

essential). Staff are on hand to support 

the children and ensure they safely 

enter. 

I appreciate that with restrictions currently 

in place it is difficult but for your own 

and your child's safety please be aware 

that our school car park is for staff only

and the church car park should not be 

used for picking up and dropping off 

children. Can I also request that dogs are 

not brought into the playground at any 

time as we have several children who 

are frightened of dogs of any size.

Homework starting 24th August 
This session, to build on our successful learning during lockdown our school will be using Google Classroom for online homework. 
This will reduce the transfer of paper and resources between school and home as well as possible risks from infection. All classes 

will be using Google Classroom for setting homework and teachers will be supporting pupils to make them fully aware of how they 
can access it and what they will be required to do.

Google Classroom can be accessed by pupils via their Glow account. Pupils will be given a Home Learning Materials Resource Pack 
to support the children in the completion of their homework tasks. Any tasks undertaken at home can be photographed and 

uploaded so that no materials or resources should be required to be returned to school.
Reading books will be used but these will require to be quarantined before they can be redistributed and therefore reading books

may not be exchanged quite as often.

P.E. Outdoors – Active Schools

Until further guidance is issued all P.E. is required to be outdoors. Lynsey Dawson, our Active School Development Officer will be 

supporting class teachers in the delivery, for the next three Wednesdays. 

Please be aware that as your child will be out in ‘all-weathers’ and that a jacket with a  hood is essential.

We intend to begin to resume a modified After Schools Programme with the safety of pupils and staff paramount. 
More information on this will follow.


