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               St Fergus’ Primary 
                March 2022 
                  Newsletter 

 
Telephone:  0300 300 1364 
School email:  stfergusenquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk 
School website:  blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/stfergus/ 
 

Our Vision  
'Working together to promote, excellence in achievement and well-being for all.' 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome  

We would like to welcome Karen Fraser as our new Homelink worker,  here is a quick message from Karen: 

I am delighted to be joining St Fergus Primary as the school’s new Homelink worker. I have been employed 
with the Homelink Service for a number of years and have worked in a variety of schools in Renfrewshire. I 
am really looking forward to meeting and getting to know the children and families at St Fergus.  
I can be contacted in the following ways : 
  Mobile number:  07717275207 
  Email:     karen.fraser@renfrewshire.gov.uk 
  OR:   Leave a message for me at school and I will get back to you.  
Nut, Mango and Kiwi Allergies 
We are a nut, mango, and kiwi free zone as we have children with severe allergies which, for these 
children, is life threatening. I would ask for your co-operation and ensure that no nuts, mangos or kiwis are 
brought in to school for snack or lunch. Please note that these ingredients can be found in flavoured water, 
chocolate spread, biscuits, cereal bars etc. Please always check the ingredients.   
COVID 19 Update 
The Scottish Government have issued further updates on the mitigations in schools on the 17th February 
for more in-depth information you can access the document by following this link: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-
schools/pages/overview/ 

The following changes will be effective from Monday 7th March and will be reviewed when required.  
This new guidance states that there is no longer a requirement for class bubbles or a staggered start or end 
to the school day. As a result of this we will be reverting to our standard school day, all classes will start at 
9am, children will now be required to line up outside their classroom doors at 9am. Parents will not be 
able to enter the school playground in the morning and we are asking that you drop your children off and 
leave as soon as possible. There will still be an adult presence to greet the children from 8:40am and 
therefore we ask that children, unless they have been booked into our breakfast club, are not left in the 
playground before this time.  
 
To try to combat the congestion at 3pm, P1 and 2 will be dismissed at 2:55pm and only P1 and P2 
parents/carers will be allowed to enter the playground to collect their children (only 1 person please). 
We are asking that all parents who enter the playground wear a face covering (unless exempt) until the 
Scottish Government removes this mitigation. P3-P7 will be dismissed at 3pm. Due to the high numbers of 
children leaving at the same time could I please remind all parents of mindful parking around the school. It 
may be useful for the older children to have an arranged place for them to meet whoever is collecting 
them a little bit further away from the school gate.  
 
Parents are still only permitted into school if necessary to discuss their child’s needs. General parent 
events are still not permitted at this stage. Enhanced hygiene, including handwashing and enhanced 
cleaning, remains in place. Open windows and doors to increase ventilation are also still in place. 
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Parents/carers should continue to notify the school of any positive test results. Those who test positive or 
who are identified as a high risk or low risk contact should continue to follow the appropriate self-isolation 
guidance which can be found at: 
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/test-

and-protect/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-individuals-with-possible-coronavirus-infection 
As always this is subject to change. Mitigations can be reintroduced or removed at any time dependent on 
the prevalence of the virus in society. 
Pupil Equity Funding (PEF) and School Improvement Planning Consultation  
Pupil Equity Funding (PEF) is provided to the school in relation to how many children we have entitled to 
Free School Meals. It is used to increase attainment in Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Well-being. The 
Scottish Government has awarded our school £88,766, from PEF, currently the fund is used to pay salaries 
of Mrs Ellis, Mrs Moran, Mrs Wozniak and Elizabeth, who assist many children across the school in relation 
to all three curricular areas. We also use this money to provide a variety of resources, staff training and 
family learning.  At this time of year, we like to seek your views regarding our priorities for our school 
improvement plan for school session 2022/2023 and PEF funding. Please click on the link or scan the QR 
code: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKedfse5IFgRBmRH3cv3n
uTFUODNKTkZQVE5OR0lLWUJDNjZFMVFJRjFJTC4u 

 

 
 
Nursery and Primary 7 Transition 
We have now received the names of the children in the catchment area who have been registered to start 
school in August. Over the coming months we will be working on our transition programme and contacting 
nurseries. We will also continue to plan and meet with high school colleagues to ensure quality planning of 
transition for our P7 children. Anyone who has made a placing request will find out in April if they have 
been successful. 
Religious Life of the School 
Wednesday 2nd March will be the start of Lent, our children will receive their Ashes from Father John. 
Every year we teach our children about almsgiving and our Pupil Council will be arranging fun activities to 
allow our school to support our chosen charities. More information will be given shortly by our Pupil 
Council.  
This year our Cluster Lenten Station Mass will go ahead, all schools in the St Andrew’s Cluster will be 
represented. We would hope that you can join us on Wednesday 23rd March in St James’ Church at 7pm. 
We are asking that children who are able to attend, wear their St Fergus’ School Uniform.  
Interim Reports/Parent’s Progress Call  
Interim Reports will be in your child’s bag on Friday 25 February. You and your child’s feedback on their 
reports are important and I would ask that you discuss their report with them. You will also receive your 
parent’s progress call appointment with this report please let the school know if the date or time does not 
suit and we will do our best to reschedule. These will take place between Monday 28th and Thursday 31st  
March (3.30- 6pm). This is an opportunity for you to have valuable time discussing your child’s wellbeing and 
progress with staff who work with them closely each day and know them so well. I hope you find these 
conversations both informative and helpful.  
Homework Survey 
Thank you to the 56 parents who responded to our recent survey. The purpose of this survey was to ensure 
that those children completing their homework are able to access the online platforms and to establish 
which parents would be interested in attending after school sessions, when allowed, for supporting your 
children with their homework.  
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The results were as follows: 
Who Completed the survey? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How often do the children complete their homework? 

 
Devices used to complete homework 

 
How time is spent on completing tasks 

 
How many parents would like support with afterschool sessions 

 

 
From these results we were able to identify children who required support with accessing the online 
platforms and thanks to a charity ‘Make it Happen’ we have provided more families with Chromebooks. 
More information on support sessions will follow when mitigations allow parents back into our school 
building.  
Child Safety/Car Parking- Reminder 
Both Children and parents have made complaints recently regarding safety at the start and end of the day 
regarding parked cars. Could I please remind everyone of the following: 

• No Parking on the yellow zigzags 

• No Parking in the staff car park unless using the disabled space. This must be authorised by the 
school on proof of Blue Badge. 
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• No parking in the drop off bays at anytime, cones will be in place at the end of the school day to 
stop this from happening. 

• Do not allow your children to exit your car at the entrance to the drop off zone.  

• Please encourage both children and adults to use the school crossing. 
Please inform anyone who is due to collect your child/children of the reminders above in the interest of 
keeping everyone safe. Thank you. 
Parent Council  
Our next meeting is Thursday 24th March 2pm in the Church house. Please complete survey prior to our 
meeting for Trace and Protect, we are always looking for more members. Thank you.  
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKedfse5IFgRBmRH3cv3n

uTFUQ1pQWUtPVzM3UUZXN0k0SU85REpVVDlWWi4u 
 

 
World Book Day Thursday 3rd March 
Thank you to our Library Monitors who have organised a great day to celebrate the love of reading and 
books. This year should your child wish, they can come to school dressed as their favourite character or come 
out of uniform. Please do not go to any expense as this is purely the request from our children for fun. In 
each class the following activities have been organised and will be tailored to suit the age and stage of the 
children. 

Morning Session Personal Reading Time 
Book Bingo Hunt 
Record a trailer for a group book/class novel. 

 

Lunch Session Write a blurb- Show a front cover and write a blurb based only on 
this. 
Match the teacher to the book competition. 

 

Afternoon 
Session 

World Book Tokens Shared 
Teacher Reading to the class with milk and a biscuit provided. 

STEM Fortnight 
This year our classes will be taking part in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
activities with the Theme of ‘Growth’. In addition to in school activities each class will experience curriculum 
led workshops by the RSPB Nature Reserve in Lochwinnoch looking at the biodiversity in our local 
environment. We will be sending home trip consent forms which will be required to be completed and we 
are asking that all children wear appropriate outdoor clothing for their trips. Should anyone require suitable 
clothing please contact the school office as soon as possible to allow us to arrange the correct sizes for your 
children.   
Dates of Trips: 
Monday 14th March   Primaries 1-2    
Tuesday 15th March   Primaries 6-7 
Wednesday 16th March  Primaries 3-5 
End of Term 
School closes for the Spring Holiday on Friday 1st April at 2.30pm, this is also a non-uniform day and 
reopens on Tuesday 19th April at 9am.  
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKedfse5IFgRBmRH3cv3nuTFUQ1pQWUtPVzM3UUZXN0k0SU85REpVVDlWWi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKedfse5IFgRBmRH3cv3nuTFUQ1pQWUtPVzM3UUZXN0k0SU85REpVVDlWWi4u
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Free School Meal Entitlement 
The Scottish Government introduced free school meals to all children in primary 5 in January , which means 
that all children in Primary 1-5 now receive free school meals.  Our new school lunch menus are available to 
view on our website by following this link: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/stfergus/2022/01/10/new-menu-january-2022/ 
The plan is to introduce free meals to children in Primary 6 & 7 in August 2022. We are still encouraging all 
families to apply for free school meals (if they think they are entitled, see the information below) as currently 
there are additional payments being made by Renfrewshire Council to cover the cost of this entitlement over 
holidays.  
Are You Getting What You Are Entitled To? 
Free School Meals 
Your child may be entitled to free school meals if: 

• Your child attends a Renfrewshire school or has been placed in an educational establishment outside 
Renfrewshire by Renfrewshire Council, or; 

• You receive income support, any income-related element of employment and support allowance, 
maximum working tax credits (if you earn less than £6,420/year), child tax credit only (if you earn 
less than £16,190) or pension credit 

Apply online at: http://renfrewshire.gov.uk/Freeschoolmealsandclothinggrants 
Clothing Grants 
Parents or carers of children attending Renfrewshire primary, secondary or additional support needs schools 
during the school session who satisfy the financial conditions are eligible to apply for free school meals 
and/or clothing grants. A clothing grant is a payment made by Renfrewshire Council to qualifying parents or 
carers to assist with the purchase of school uniforms. For session 2020-2021, the level of clothing grant is 
£100 per eligible pupil. A maximum of one grant will be paid for each child during any school year. 

Apply online at: http://renfrewshire.gov.uk/Freeschoolmealsandclothinggrants 
 

 
Kind Regards, 

 

 

Mhairi McDonald 

Head Teacher 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/stfergus/2022/01/10/new-menu-january-2022/
http://renfrewshire.gov.uk/Freeschoolmealsandclothinggrants
http://renfrewshire.gov.uk/Freeschoolmealsandclothinggrants
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March 
2022 

St Fergus’ School Calendar  
 

 

PLEASE NOTE ALL DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND ADDITIONAL 
ACTIVITIES TO BE ADDED 

Our Vision 

'Working together to promote, excellence in achievement and well-
being for all.' 

Our Aims 

 
 To understand the value of God’s Love in our school and 

local community. 
 To promote a positive attitude and mindset to learning. 
 To use our voices to promote positive changes for all. 
 To provide a happy, safe and stimulating learning 

environment for all. 
 To develop skills for learning, life and work in our 

curriculum. 
 To support each child’s needs in their unique learning 

journey. 
 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

   Ash Wednesday  World Book Day- 
Non-Uniform/Book 
Character Day 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 P3 to Mass  P2 to Mass 

 

 P1 to Mass   

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Primary Lent Day St 
Laurence’s 
Greenock 2-6pm 

 

P7 to Mass + 
Confessions  

STEM Fortnight 

P1&2 RSPB Trip  

P6 &7 RSPB Trip P6 to Mass + 
Confessions 

P3,4 &5 RSPB Trip 

 P5 to Mass + 
Confessions 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 P4 to Mass 

STEM Fortnight 

First Confessions 
11am 

P3 to Mass 

Cluster Mass 7pm – 
St James ‘ Paisley 

Parent Council 
Meeting 2pm -
Church House 

Whole School 
Mass- Annunciation 

 

 

27 28 29 30 31 1 April  

 P2 to Mass  

Parent’s Progress 
Calls 

Parent’s Progress 
Calls 

P1 to Mass  

Parent’s Progress 
Calls 

Parent’s Progress 
Calls 

Non-Uniform Day- 
£1 

Stop at 2:30pm for 
Spring Holiday 

 

 

       

       

 

 


